EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Massachusetts Legislature, in an outside section to the Fiscal Year 1998 state budget, directed the Department of Education to develop a certificate that would be available to, but not required of, teachers of adult basic education.   The offices of Teacher Certification and Credentialing, Adult and Community Learning Services, and the ABE Teacher Certification Advisory Committee recommend the following toward establishing a certificate for teachers of adult basic education (ABE). 

1. Goals in Developing  an ABE Teacher Certificate:   The goals of the certificate are to:

· reflect the unique characteristics of the field of ABE, 

· identify what adult basic educators need to know and be able to do, 

· integrate the goals of the state ABE Curriculum Frameworks, 

· respond to the needs and concerns of a largely part-time workforce of ABE practitioners, and 

· recognize and value the expertise of experienced ABE practitioners.

2. Requirements for ABE Teacher Certificate:   Requirements for the ABE teacher certificate are:  

· a Bachelor’s or a Master’s degree, 

· the Massachusetts Educator Certification Communication and Literacy Skills Test,

· an Adult Basic Education Subject matter test (to be developed), and 

· proficiency in thirty-four (34) Adult Basic Education teacher competencies.

3. ABE Teacher Competencies:  Attainment of the ABE teacher certification will be based on demonstrating proficiency in each of thirty-four (34) teacher competencies.  Teacher competencies are in the areas of:   Foundation Knowledge, Understanding the Adult Learner, Diversity and Equity, Instructional Design, Teaching Methods, Facilitating the Adult Learning Environment, Student Assessment and Evaluation, and Professionalism/Continuing Education.

4. Form of  the ABE Teacher Certificate:  A general certificate that provides a foundation of knowledge and skills in all of the areas of adult basic education covering the breadth of  content skills and abilities needed by adult educators (e.g., mathematics, reading, writing, ESOL, and a general background in history, science, literature, and social studies).

5. Routes to the ABE Teacher Certificate:  Four routes to ABE teacher certificate are proposed in this document to encourage multiple ways of accessing this voluntary certificate.   The first route is for  new ABE teachers, the second route is for novice ABE teachers with a preK-12 certificate, and the third and fourth routes are streamlining options designed to recognize the knowledge and expertise of experienced ABE practitioners.

6. Practica Requirements for the ABE Teacher Certificate:   Both preservice and inservice practica (i.e., apprenticeship supervised by a trained, ABE mentor teacher) are proposed in this document.

