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Policies for Using the TABE Test for FY07

The state’s assessment policy requires the use of the TABE for the following ABE learners:  

· Beginning Literacy Students:  ABE learners below GLE 2 must be tested using the TABE Test, Forms 7/8, Level L (Literacy) 

· Students whose goal is to improve their writing must be tested using the TABE Language Complete Battery Subtest, Forms 7/8, Levels E, M, D, A.

The following programs will also use the TABE Forms 7/8, levels L, E, M, D, and A:

· Corrections programs 

· Workplace Education (ABE) programs 

· Career Centers

The policy and procedures for testing using the TABE level L and the levels E, M, D, and A have been separated in this document for ease of use.

Note: Students enrolled in Pre-Literacy ESOL classes Levels 1, 2, and 3 must use the BEST Plus oral proficiency assessment for pre- and post-testing to measure educational gain.  
Massachusetts’ Overall Assessment Policies

The Massachusetts Department of Education is charged by the US Department of Education to use assessments that are valid, reliable and comparable to report students’ educational gains.  In order for the assessments to accurately reflect students’ gains, it is imperative that the assessments be administered and scored as the test developers intended.  If practitioners make what may seem like small changes to how test directions are given to students, for example, or do not pay close attention to using a test’s rubric when scoring, test scores lose much of their accuracy.  Likewise, we will compromise our joint efforts to have accurate statewide scores on which to base projections for US DOE.  

1.  Programs need to pre- and post-test between 66% and 76% of enrolled students each fiscal year to report student educational gain.  This policy shares decision-making responsibility with programs as to when to test students.  Do not confuse achieving a standard of pre- and post-testing approximately 70% of your students, however, with simply testing twice a year.  In order to achieve the standard, each program needs to consider its past performance and develop an assessment plan that fits a program’s class plans. [Note:  the performance standard will not count (a) students who attended the program less than 12 hours, (b) students who entered the program on or after April 1 during the fiscal year, (c) students whose MAPT scores are 600 and above, and (d) students whose TABE Language (Writing) scale scores are greater than 585. These four types of students do not need to be post-tested.] 

While the above policy is structured to give programs the flexibility to determine when to pre- and post-test students, the goal is to capture students’ educational progress, and the shorter the time interval, the harder it is to do.  Depending on program intensity and class schedule, the general rule of thumb is to have a pre- and post-test interval no shorter than four months or 65 hours of instruction, whichever comes first.  At the minimum, programs may not test students with the TABE sooner than every two months. 

2.  A student’s primary assessment area may not change during the year. Likewise, the test you administer must be the same one for the pre- and post-tests; you may not switch from what was used for the initial test to another assessment during the fiscal year.

3.  Test Accommodations should be given only to students who have a documented formal diagnosis of a learning disability.  If it is determined through a screening by a counselor or other program staff person that there is a strong possibility that the learner has a learning disability, then a formal assessment may be undertaken.  A formal assessment of a learning disability is carried out by a licensed professional (e.g., psychologist or psychiatrist) and is valid for 5 years.  In some cases, a “licensed professional” may be a speech, vocational or physical or occupational therapist with a sign-off by a medical doctor, psychiatrist or psychologist.  An IEP (Individual Education Plan) is not a documented formal diagnosis of a learning disability.

Any student may be given the large print version of the TABE, Levels L, E, M, D, and A, if the program believes the student can benefit from it, whether or not she/he has a documented formal diagnosis.  ACLS has a copy of the large print version of Levels E, M, D, and A for loan; contact Jane Schwerdtfeger at janes@doe.mass.edu to borrow it. 

Programs may extend the time limits for administering the TABE to time and a half for any students with a documented formal diagnosis of a learning disability.  TABE also offers a document by the test developers, Assessment Accommodations Checklist: Helping Teachers and Parents Support All Students’ Participation in Testing Programs. To receive a copy while supplies last, please contact Jane.  

4.  All TABE tests and TABE student test scores need to be kept in a secure place.  Do not file students’ TABE tests in their personal portfolio.  

TABE Overview

The Tests of Adult Basic Education (TABE), developed by CTB/McGraw-Hill Publishing Company, are norm-referenced tests designed to measure ABE students’ achievement of basic skills.  The TABE has content areas that measure reading, language, mathematics, and spelling. There are five overlapping levels: L (Literacy), E (Easy), M (Medium), D (Difficult), or A (Advanced) that range from GLE 0 to GLE 14.9. The TABE Locator is administered to ABE learners above GLE 2 to determine the appropriate level of the TABE test to administer. 

Using TABE Forms 7/8, Level L (Literacy)

Required Staff Training

For FY07, one staff person per program may attend a TABE Level L training and then train others at their program.  In FY08, any new untrained staff that will be administering the TABE Level L need to attend a TABE training offered by SABES, and receive a certificate that indicates she/he has met the training requirements. If a staff member has not attended a training, she/he may not administer or score the TABE until she/he is trained.  

Required Test Materials

· Forms 7/8 TABE Level L Complete Battery Test Books in packs of 10 and 25 (consumable)

· TABE Word List for Level L

· TABE Forms 7/8 Norms Book (if program doesn’t already have one)

· Optional but recommended: Examinee Record Book (contains the Interview Checklist, Word List score sheet for test administrator, and Individual Diagnostic Profile) 

You may obtain a copy of the TABE Order Form at the CTB website, at http://www.mhcontemporary.com/webfiles/shopmatch/tabe78_001.pdf
Required Test Forms and When to Administer Level L

1.  Use only TABE Complete Battery Forms 7/8; no other Forms (e.g., 5/6 or 9/10) or the Level L Survey may be used. 

2.  The TABE Level L may be given at intake.

3. Teachers may administer and score the TABE Level L test for their own students. 

4. The SMARTT system generates assessment reports that allow you to track and see all pertinent assessment information in one place.  Reports can track test scores and which test form was administered for pre- and post-testing, and be sorted by student name, date taken, test form, or by class.  You may export any of the reports into Excel to plan ahead.  For example, some programs might want to sort a TABE test report by test form (i.e., 7 or 8) and give this test form to current students and to those who arrive during the fiscal year before the optional mid-year test or post-test.  That way, all students are taking the same form and so will all be on the same cycle no matter when students come into the classroom.  The TABE report lists the date, form and level of tests administered for the previous fiscal year, and the pre-test, optional mid-year test, and the suggested form to administer for the post-test.  To access these reports, go into SMARTT, and select “Site,” in the left-hand menu, and then select “TABE Report.”

Using Placement Tests with Level L: Programs may use any placement tests they choose.

Administering TABE Level L 

All programs must administer and score the TABE tests exactly according to the test developer’s directions, in order to keep the process as consistent as possible across the state.  If each program makes its own decision about how it will administer the Level L, for example, the data will not be consistent or standardized, and will not be an accurate reflection of the student’s skills.  

Administration of the Word list and TABE Level L takes about 45 minutes altogether. First, administer the Word list, which will indicate whether to administer the TABE Level L or the MAPT Level 2 for Reading:

· If learners incorrectly read or skip three words in a row, have the learner stop and then administer the TABE Level L Test Booklet.

· If learners incorrectly read or skip five or more words on the entire list, administer the TABE Level L Test Booklet.

· If learners incorrectly read or skip no more than four words on the entire list, administer the MAPT for Reading, Level 2.

Additional Word List administration and scoring information from the test publisher:

· Test administrators may not deviate from the script or test directions in any way.

· It is permissible to have an examinee repeat a word if the administrator did not hear the reply clearly.  

· If a non-native English speaking examinee can read the word, and the test administrator can understand the word, regardless of accent, it is marked correct. Test administrators must be careful not to “fill in,” or assume he/she “knew what the examinee meant.”

· If an examinee needs to sound out a word but does so accurately, the word may be marked as correct. 

· If an examinee is struggling early on and has five words wrong early in the test, stop the Word List.

· The Word list columns may be covered and words pointed to. Do not cut up the Word list into separate columns.

Then, if indicated, administer the Form 7 or 8 TABE Level L test Booklet.  This contains two tests each that assess Pre-reading Skills (e.g., matching letters, recognizing letters, beginning, ending and middle sounds) and reading Skills (e.g., recognizing signs and symbols, word meaning, context meaning, phrase/sentence meaning, and passage meaning). This section of the test may be administered to a group orally while examinees select answers from their individual test booklets. A short break may be given between the Pre-Reading and Reading Skills tests, but do not administer them in two separate testing sessions.

Scoring the TABE Level L

Total the number of correct responses from the learner’s Level L test Booklet.  Any test item that has more than one answer marked, with no answer crossed out, may not be counted. Both the Pre-Reading Skills and the Reading Skills must be administered, but only the Reading Skills Number Correct score will be used to determine the learner’s scale score.

Using the TABE Norms Book for Forms 7/8, locate the appropriate table for the test form (either 7 or 8) for the Reading Skills Test. Form 7 is on page 6 of the Norms Book, and Form 8 is on page 46.  Match the student’s total correct answers with the corresponding number in the NC (Number Correct) column in the Norms Book.  The column marked SS to its right indicates the scale score for that Number Correct.  The column marked GE indicates the grade level equivalent for that score.  When using the Level L in pre-testing, note the number correct, and consider if there is enough room for a learner to show gain in the fiscal year.  For example, if a learner scores a 25 or 26 out of 27 correct, it may be more advantageous to have a learner try a MAPT for Reading Practice Test, or simply administer the MAPT level 2 for Reading.

Level L Score Reporting

Record scale scores, not GLEs, in SMARTT. The scale score is the basic or “primary” score for the TABE, and is used to compute and derive all other scores.  Since GLE scores are derived from scale scores, using scale scores to report educational gain gives more accurate results of student achievement.  Scale scores also show smaller increments of gain and so are more helpful for students and teachers in seeing evidence of student learning.  The SMARTT ABE database translates the scale scores into NRS levels stipulated by the US DOE.  Programs may generate reports that portray student NRS functioning levels and gains using SMARTT. 

Measuring Student Educational Gain and Significant Student Gain

Massachusetts measures learner educational gain two ways.  First, our state tracks and reports the number of ABE learners completing or advancing one or more NRS levels between the pre-test and the post-test as shown in the chart above.  Second, Massachusetts also measures what our state terms “significant educational gain.”  Since this is the first year Massachusetts has used the TABE level L, no amount of statistically significant gain for that tool has been established yet. The amount will be announced once it has been determined.   

Rolling over TABE Test Scores to the Next Fiscal Year

Since this is the first Fiscal Year Massachusetts has used TABE Level L, we cannot roll over any scores this Fiscal Year.

Questions?

Please contact Jane Schwerdtfeger at janes@doe.mass.edu, or your SABES Regional Curriculum and Assessment Coordinator, or Carey Reid, SABES Staff Developer for Licensure and Assessment, at creid@worlded.org.   Please read the Assessment Updates in the ACLS Bi-Monthly Mailings for important new information: http://www.doe.mass.edu/acls/mailings. 

Using TABE 7/8 Language Complete Battery Subtest (for ABE learners whose goal is to improve their writing skills)

Required Staff Training

Staff that administer the TABE must attend a TABE training offered by SABES, successfully pass the take-home test, and receive a certificate that indicates she/he has met all training requirements. If a staff member does not receive a certificate, she/he may not administer or score until she/he is trained.  Staff may not train other staff at their program to administer and score the TABE Levels E, M, D, or A. 
Required Test Materials

· Practice Exercise and Locator Test 

· TABE Forms 7 and 8 Complete Battery (includes Examiner’s Manual) Levels E, M, D, A


· Answer Sheets for Levels E, M, D, and A: either Scoreze for each Form and Level OR CompuScan with Stencils

· Norms Book, Forms 7/8

You can obtain a copy of the TABE Order Form at the CTB website, at http://www.mhcontemporary.com/webfiles/shopmatch/tabe78_001.pdf
Required Test Forms and When to Administer 

1.  Use only TABE Forms 7 and 8; no other Forms (e.g., 5/6 or 9/10) may be used.

2.  The TABE for measuring ABE writing skills may be given any time after the day of intake (e.g., the second or subsequent point of contact with the students or any time thereafter, up to three weeks after enrollment.)

3. Teachers may administer and score the TABE test for their own students. 

4.  Locator Test: Use only the Language portion of the Locator to determine which level of the test (E, M, D, or A) to give to a student. Using the right level of a test is essential to obtain the most accurate measurement of knowledge.  Once you have administered the TABE as a pre-test, you do not need to use the Locator for the optional mid-year or post-test when you administer either level E, M, D, or A.  The Locator is an un-timed test.

To use the Language portion of the Locator, total the number of correct Language test items to determine the corresponding level of test to administer:  

	TABE Locator for Language Sub-Test
	TABE Test Level to Administer

	6 and below
	E

	7 – 9
	M

	10 – 12
	D

	13 and above
	A


5.  Use the Complete Battery Language Subtest, not the Survey. The Language Complete Battery Subtest contains 55 test items and learners have 39 minutes to complete it. 
6. When to Alternate TABE Test Levels and Forms: Different levels of the TABE may be given for initial, mid-year (optional), and post-test. Since all levels of TABE are calibrated on the same scale, results may be compared across levels.  

Never give the same form (either 7 or 8) of the test at the same Level (either E, M, D, or A) sequentially to a student. In other words, if a student is functioning at the same level, switch Forms (e.g., Level E, Form 7 to level E Form 8); if she/he has shown strong progress in class, move to the test at the next level with the same form (e.g., Level E to M, Form 7).  

7.  Assessment Reports 

The SMARTT system generates assessment reports that allow you to track and see all pertinent assessment information in one place.  Reports can track test scores and which test form was administered for pre- and post-testing, and be sorted by student name, date taken, test form, or by class.  You may export any of the reports into Excel to plan ahead.  For example, some programs might want to sort a TABE test report by test form (i.e., 7 or 8) and give this test form to current students and to those who arrive during the fiscal year before the optional mid-year test or post-test.  That way, all students are taking the same form and so will all be on the same cycle no matter when students come into the classroom.  The TABE report lists the date, form and level of tests administered for the previous fiscal year, and the pre-test, optional mid-year test, and the suggested form to administer for the post-test.  To access these reports, go into SMARTT, and select “Site,” in the left-hand menu, and then select “TABE Report.”

Placement Tests

You may use any placement tools you choose, except for TABE Forms 5/6.  

Scoring the TABE Complete Battery Language Subtest

Total the number of correct responses from the test answer sheet. Any test item that has more than one answer marked, with no answer crossed out, may not be counted. Using the TABE Norms Book for Forms 7/8, locate the appropriate table for the test form (either 7 or 8) and level (either E, M, D, or A) for the Language Subtest. Match the student’s total correct answers with the corresponding number in the NC (Number Correct) column in the Norms Book.  The column marked SS to its right indicates the scale score for that Number Correct.  The column marked GE indicates the grade level equivalent for that score.  

Important!  EACH TIME YOU ADMINISTER THE TABE, check the score
There have been numerous difficulties in determining when a student’s TABE test score is a reliable measure of a student’s knowledge and skills.  The Center for Educational Assessment at UMASS Amherst developed Guidelines for Re-testing with the TABE, Forms 7/8, which is located at the end of this document.  You must use these Guidelines every time you test students to ensure that their scores are accurate. 

Score Reporting  

Note:  Please note that the scale scores for the Beginning ABE Literacy and Beginning ABE levels have changed slightly from FY06.

Record scale scores, not GLEs, in SMARTT. The scale score is the basic or “primary” score for the TABE, and is used to compute and derive all other scores.  Since GLE scores are derived from scale scores, using scale scores to report educational gain gives more accurate results of student achievement.  Scale scores also show smaller increments of gain and so are more helpful for students and teachers in seeing evidence of student learning.  The SMARTT ABE database translates the scale scores into NRS levels stipulated by the US DOE.  Programs may generate reports that portray student NRS functioning levels and gains using SMARTT. 

	ABE Writing Correlations

	TABE 7/8 Language Complete Battery Subtest

	SCALE SCORES
	GLE LEVEL
	NRS LEVEL

	389 and below
	0 – 1.9
	Beginning ABE Literacy

	390 – 490
	2 – 3.9
	Beginning ABE

	491 – 523
	4 – 5.9
	Low Intermediate ABE

	524 – 559
	6 – 8.9
	High Intermediate ABE

	560 – 585
	9 – 10.9
	Low ASE (Adult Secondary Education)

	586 and above
	11 – 12.9
	High ASE (Adult Secondary Education)


Measuring Student Educational Gain and Significant Student Gain  

Massachusetts measures learner educational gain two ways.  First, our state tracks and reports the number of ABE learners completing or advancing one or more NRS levels between the pre-test and the post-test as shown in the chart above.  Second, Massachusetts also measures what our state terms “significant educational gain.”  Staff at the Center for Educational Assessment, UMASS Amherst, analyzed hundreds of Massachusetts pre- and post-tests to determine significant educational gain for the TABE.
   The amount of gain that is statistically significant for the TABE Forms 7/8 Language Subtest is 27 Scale Score points. 

Rolling over TABE Test Scores to the Next Fiscal Year

Any TABE Language Subtests given to students in May or June may be rolled over to count as the first (pre-) test in the new fiscal year.  (The students may have attended summer classes, but the TABE test needs to be in the student’s primary assessment area.)  Program staff can select the “copy” button to copy May/June tests they wish to roll over.  The May/June test will then be dated July 1 of the new fiscal year.  The date of 7/1 is color-coded to let program staff know it was copied over. Program staff may choose to copy this score or give a new test.  

Questions?

Please contact Jane Schwerdtfeger at janes@doe.mass.edu, or your SABES Regional Curriculum and Assessment Coordinator, or Carey Reid, SABES Staff Developer for Licensure and Assessment, at creid@worlded.org.   Please read the Assessment Updates in the ACLS Bi-Monthly Mailings for important new information: http://www.doe.mass.edu/acls/mailings. 

Appendix:  Guidelines for Re-testing with TABE 7/8 

Many ABE instructors noted that the Locator test scores resulted in varying degrees of accuracy for predicting the appropriate Complete Battery test level.   This was confirmed by the Center for Educational Assessment staff at UMASS Amherst.  The Center for Educational Assessment developed Guidelines for Re-testing with TABE, Forms 7/8.  When you test students, you must use the following two Tables to determine if the TABE Language Subtest score is accurate.  

First, determine which of the following charts fits the form (either 7 or 8) for the Language Subtest you administered to a student.  

Once you have chosen the correct chart, find the student’s number-correct score for the difficulty level (Easy, Medium, Difficult, or Advanced) you administered to the student.    

For each possible number-correct score, test administrators are directed to one of three options: retest using an easier difficulty level of the TABE, not retest at all, or retest using a more difficult level of the TABE.

	Table 1. TABE 7 - Language

	

	
	LEVEL E
	

	If your student’s number-correct score is 47 or below, DO NOT RETEST
	If your student’s number-correct score is 48 or above, RETEST with LEVEL M 

	

	LEVEL M
	

	If your student’s number-correct score is 21 or below, RETEST with LEVEL E 
	If your student’s number-correct score is between 22 and 48, DO NOT RETEST
	If your student’s number-correct score is 49 or above, RETEST with LEVEL D 

	
	LEVEL D
	

	If your student’s number-correct score is 22 or below, RETEST with LEVEL M 
	If your student’s number-correct score is between 23 and 50, DO NOT RETEST
	If your student’s number-correct score is 51 or above, RETEST with LEVEL A 

	
	LEVEL A
	

	If your student’s number-correct score is 19 or below, RETEST with LEVEL D
	If your student’s number-correct score is 20 or above, DO NOT RETEST

	Table 2. TABE 8 - Language

	

	
	LEVEL E
	

	If your student’s number-correct score is 45 or below, DO NOT RETEST
	If your student’s number-correct score is 46 or above, RETEST with LEVEL M 

	

	LEVEL M
	

	If your student’s number-correct score is 18 or below, RETEST with LEVEL E 
	If your student’s number-correct score is between 19 and 48, DO NOT RETEST
	If your student’s number-correct score is 49 or above, RETEST with LEVEL D 

	
	LEVEL D
	

	If your student’s number-correct score is 18 or below, RETEST with LEVEL M 
	If your student’s number-correct score is between 19 and 49, DO NOT RETEST
	If your student’s number-correct score is 50 or above, RETEST with LEVEL A 

	
	LEVEL A
	

	If your student’s number-correct score is 18 or below, RETEST with LEVEL D
	If your student’s number-correct score is 19 or above, DO NOT RETEST


� You can find the document Defining Criteria for Meaningful Gain in Massachusetts Adult Basic Education Programs, produced by the Center for Educational Assessment, UMASS Amherst, at the Assessment News section of our web site: � HYPERLINK "http://www.doe.mass.edu/acls/news.html" ��http://www.doe.mass.edu/acls/news.html� 
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