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Massachusetts Performance Accountability Working Group

Items of Consensus Achieved by the PAWG as of 

September 2001

1. We adopted a clear, common consensus on what ABE is, for purposes of the PAWG and its work (our definition of adult literacy).

2. What is being assessed must be tied to the Curriculum Frameworks Standards.

3. The rigors of validity and reliability will require that we limit the number of assessments that can be used in the statewide component of our accountability system for reporting to ACLS.  (Approximately 50 different assessments are presently used statewide.)

4. Performance-based assessment (PBA) will be explored because it fits many of our criteria for good assessment.

5. There are significant challenges to implementing PBA statewide, and therefore we must begin modestly.

6. We determined Countable Outcomes for which we will establish standards and develop levels of performance, and other Countable Outcomes for which we will only collect data.

List of Some Emerging Themes

1. We are trying to reflect the breadth of adult education.

2. “What is counted, counts:” Student achievements that are not counted are not recognized, either by students or programs.  If you don’t measure it, it does not matter.

3. We are sensitive to burdens on programs:  training and support will be provided; there will be mutual accountability.
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