PAWG Statement of Purpose

The Performance Accountability Working Group (PAWG) is a group of practitioners and Department of Education staff who are working together to develop a performance accountability system for adult basic education programs.  

To this end, the PAWG must attempt to answer and define the following questions:

1. What is the scope/breadth of what we mean by “ABE Performance Accountability?”

2. To whom and for what should the Massachusetts ABE service delivery system be held accountable?

3. What measures can and should be used to document performance in ABE?

4. What constitutes valid and reliable measures of student and program performance?

5. What level of proficiency must students attain in order to receive a “terminal degree” (i.e.:  GED, AD/ED) within the ABE service delivery system?

6. What other benchmarks and associated levels of proficiency would it be appropriate and useful for out students to attain?

7. To what extent are funded ABE programs responsible for student performance, including the attainment of performance benchmarks?

8. What levels of program performance are expected?

9. What support do programs need and deserve from the state, from SABES, and from each other in order to meet performance expectations?

10. What are the consequences of strong, average, and/or weak performance over time?
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