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PROPOSED FINAL AMENDMENTS TO INNOVATION SCHOOLS REGULATIONS  

603 CMR 48.00 

 

• Presented to the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education for initial review and 
vote to solicit public comment: December 17, 2013 

• Period of public comment: through January 24, 2014 
• Final action by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education anticipated: March 

25, 2014 

603 CMR 48.00: Innovation Schools Regulations 

 
 48.01:  Scope, Purpose, and Authority 

 48.02:  Definitions 

 48.03:  General Provisions 

 48.04:  Specific Provisions 

* * *  

48.02: Definitions 

As used in 603 CMR 48.00, unless the context clearly requires otherwise, terms shall have the 
following meanings: 

Academy. An innovation program situated within an existing public school. The academy 
operates different instructional and other programs from the school in which it is situated. The 
academy will be included in the reporting of the school within which it is situated for the 
purposes of enrollment, accountability, and other school-level determinations. Students in 
innovation academies will receive a program code from the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education to facilitate monitoring of outcomes of the initiative. 

Board. The Board of Elementary and Secondary Education or a person duly authorized by the 
Board. 

Commissioner. The Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education or his/her designee. 

Department. The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. 

Eligible student. A person eligible to enroll in a Massachusetts public school who is under the 
age of 22 and who has not attained a high school diploma or its equivalent. 

Innovation plan. An educational and operational plan for the administration of an innovation 
school, established pursuant to M.G.L. c.71, s.92(c). 
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Innovation school. A school or academy authorized by a local school committee under the 
provisions of M.G.L. c.71, s.92. 

Innovation Schools Zone. Two or more innovation schools operating within a particular school 
district in accordance with certain factors described in 603 CMR 48.04(2). 

Lead district. Among two or more school districts sponsoring a single innovation school, the 
school district that is responsible for coordinating the formation of a screening committee. The 
lead district will be the district that will host the proposed innovation school and whose policies, 
including, but not limited to, transportation and discipline of students, will be in effect at the 
proposed innovation school, unless clearly stated in the approved innovation plan. 

Sponsoring district. A municipal or regional school district responsible for authorization and 
oversight of an innovation school. 

Teacher. For the purposes of a vote to approve conversion to an innovation school or academy, 
any person working half-time or more in a school or school district under a license listed in 603 
CMR 7.04(3)(a), (b), or (d). 

* * *  
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