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St. 2020, Chapter 56, sections 6 and 7

AN ACT TO FURTHER ADDRESS CHALLENGES FACED BY MUNICIPALITIES, SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND STATE AUTHORITIES RESULTING FROM COVID-19

…
SECTION 6. Notwithstanding clause (i) of the fourth paragraph of section 1D of chapter 69 of the General Laws or any other general or special law to the contrary, upon recommendation of the commissioner of elementary and secondary education, the board of elementary and secondary education may modify or waive the requirements of the competency determination for high school graduation, in order to address disruptions caused by the outbreak of the 2019 novel coronavirus, also known as COVID-19, or the governor’s March 10, 2020 declaration of a state of emergency; provided, that any grade 12 student that is unable to take or otherwise complete any assessment administered in the spring of 2020 as a requirement of the competency determination pursuant to said clause (i) of said fourth paragraph of said section 1D of said chapter 69 shall have the opportunity to take or retake the assessment during subsequent offerings.

SECTION 7. Notwithstanding section 1I of chapter 69 of the General Laws or any other general or special law to the contrary, the requirement for a comprehensive diagnostic assessment of individual students under said section 1I of said chapter 69 is waived for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year in order to address disruptions caused by the outbreak of the 2019 novel coronavirus, also known as COVID-19, or the governor’s March 10, 2020 declaration of a state of emergency. 
…



Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Meeting: May 26, 2020
Agenda Item:  Modifications to Competency Determination Requirement in Science for 
Students in Classes of 2021-2023, Due to COVID-19 Emergency



MOVED:	that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, in accordance with 
	St. 2020, c. 56, § 6, and as recommended by the Commissioner, temporarily modifies the competency determination requirement by authorizing an emergency process through which students in the high school graduating classes of 2021, 2022, and 2023 shall earn the competency determination in science and technology/engineering through successful completion of a relevant high school course, as follows:

· For students in the classes of 2021–2023, the competency determination in science and technology/engineering shall be awarded upon demonstration that the student earned credit for a course in the relevant subject matter and demonstrated competency in one of the four tested disciplines (biology, chemistry, introductory physics, technology/engineering) during their high school career. 

This action is a temporary measure needed in response to the extraordinary circumstances created by the COVID-19 pandemic. The Commissioner will announce at a later date the process and timeline for awarding the modified competency determination in science and technology/engineering.  
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