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Walpole High School
Walpole Public Schools
781-338-3635

Email: gwatson@hs.walpole.ma.us

Former Teachers of the Year

2008 Michael Flynn, Southhampton
2007 Jessie Auger, Boston

2006 Suzanne Wintle, Bolton

2005  Nancy Tylet-Schoen,F ranklin
2004 Melinda Pelletin-Duck, Springfield
2003 Jeffrey Ryan, Reading

2002 Dawn McNair, Newton

2001  MartianneMoran, Methuen
2000 DavidLussier, Andover

1999 BrucePenniman, Amherst*
1998 MatyGinley, Longmeadow
1997 Leonard Swanton, Lexington
1996 KathleenShetman, Falmouth
1995 JerryHowland, Boston*

1994 VirginiaFreyermuth, Duxbury
1993 Stevenlevy,Lexington

1992 Ronald Adams, Quincy

1991 ChatlesSposato, Framingham
1990 MollyMurphy,Brookline

1989 MatjorieMontgomety,Newton
1988 JamesMcDermott, Worcester
1987  MargotDesjardins, Westport
1986  Donna Viveiros, FallRiver
1985 Francis Smith, Wayland

1984 Cathleen Hughes, Scituate
1983 DonaldPottle,Shrewsbury
1982 JosephKelly,Lexington

1981  MargaretCampbell, Longmeadow
1980 MartaValdes, Boston

1979 RitaCroteau, Worcester

1978 Olive Craigwell, Boston

1977  MartinBadoian, Canton

1976 BarbaraBoschett, Worcester:
1975 noselection

1974 'Thais Waldron, Reading*
1973 MarciaHayes,Boston

1972 MarciaFowler, Ipswich

1971 RobertAnastas,Framingham
1970 Lucille Thimblin, TantasquaReg.
1969 RuthDootly, Westwood

1968 NeilFitzgerald,NewBedford
1967 JohnMoulton, Brookline*
1966 LeahBenway,Southwick
1965 VivianLittle, Hampden-Wilbraham
1964 EdnaPenwarden, Arington
1963 noselection

1962 LottiePerry,Notton

1961  noselection

1960  EdwardFrude,Shelburne Falls*

* National Teacher of the Year Finalist
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June 19, 2008
Dear Friends,

Teaching is both an art and science; the most difficult, most rewarding and
most important of careers. While all classroom teachers should be recognized
on a daily basis, the National Teacher of the Year Program is the oldest and most
prestigious awards program that focuses public attention annually on excellence
in teaching. Since 1952, the national program has recognized and honored the
contributions of classroom teachers by granting one outstanding teacher a year’s
paid sabbatical. During that year, the teacher travels the nation and meets with a
wide variety of audiences to address educational issues. The National Teacher of
the Year Program, sponsored by ING, is a project of the Council of Chief State
School Officers.

The Massachusetts Teacher of the Year Program is administered by the Massa-
chusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education in partnership with
Hannaford Supermarkets. Each year the program honors a Massachusetts teacher
who exemplifies fine teaching in the Commonwealth. The purpose of the pro-
gram is to select a teacher who is worthy of speaking for and energizing the
teaching profession, and representing the positive contributions of all teachers
statewide. The Massachusetts Teacher of the Year automatically becomes the
state’s candidate for the National Teacher of the Year Program.

The selection process for the Massachusetts Teacher of the Year begins early
in the calendar year with a call for nominations. An independent panel of ex-
perts, including past Teachers of the Year, reviewed written applications, inter-
viewed 6 finalists, and recommended a candidate for my consideration for this
year’s honor.

| wish to thank the following corporations and organizations for supporting
the 2009 Massachusetts Teacher of the Year Program: Hannaford Supermarkets;
Massachusetts Teachers Association; SMARTer Kids Foundation; Dr.Sandra Stotsky;
Teacher Leadership Academy; and Verizon.

| am proud to present the 2009 Massachusetts Teacher of the Year, George
Watéon from Wal%? EI n% chool i %p%ary %ﬁ wj:sh him much energy and

mimissjoner cati
happiness in the year ahead

Sincerely M QM *

Mitchell D. Chester, Ed.D.

Meet the 2009 Massachusetts Teacher of the Year

George Watson teaches Spanish at Walpole High
School and has been Department Head of Foreign
Languages since 1980. George’s belief that all students
want to learn has inspired him to offer foreign language
to all levels of learners both in the middle school and
high school. Over the course of his teaching career
George has committed himself to proficiency based
instruction in language, believing that what is important
is not what students know about the language but
rather what they can do with the language in terms of
listening, speaking, reading and writing. He has
developed curriculum from beginning levels of Spanish
| to AP Spanish Language.

George infuses his classes with Latin music
and believes that music can both enhance and advance the curriculum.
Hundreds of language teachers from all over the state have attended his music
workshops at the MAFLA (Massachusetts Foreign Language Association) state
conference and summer institutes He has also presented workshops on using
current Latin music videos in the classroom. As an experienced AP Spanish
Language teacher, George has given workshops around the country to both new
and veteran teachers on AP curriculum design, instruction and assessment. He
has also been a Reader for the AP Spanish Language Exam for six years and is
currently a Table Leader at the AP Reading in Louisville, KY.

George has established successful exchange programs with both Spain
and Costa Rica, the country where his parents were born. Since 1998 Walpole
has had an exchange with the San Agustin School in Palmares, Costa Rica. George
firmly believes that school-to-school, country-to-country exchanges are vital in
promoting international goodwill and should be part of global studies programs
at the high school level.

George is also state co-coordinator of the National Spanlsh Exam for
the American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese. His belief that
students should be encouraged to compete academically has inspired hundreds
of students in Walpole to compete in this contest each year and be recognized
both atWalpole’s Foreign Language Awards Night and the AATSP Awards Banquet
at Regis College. Under George’s leadership the Foreign Language Department in
Walpole has thrived and now includes five languages: Spanish, Latin, French, German
and Mandarin Chinese, of which
many students study two in the
same year. Currently, the
department has two exchange
programs and looks forward to
establishing others, particularly
with China.

George lives in
Mansfield, Massachusetts with
his wife Janet and is the proud
father of two boys, Marcus and
Michael.
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