 Understanding Dropout Calculations

The dropout rate for any given year is impacted by five different SIMS data collections (boxes 1 through 5 below). This can create confusion because some of the activities for calculating the dropout rates for different years overlap one another. The picture below illustrates the process of calculating the dropout rate for any given school year (in the gray box).  

The final dropout rate = [(Summer Dropouts + School Year Dropouts) – Returned Dropouts] / High School Enrollment  
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Summer Dropouts:


Students reported as enrolled in the end of the prior year’s SIMS submission, but not reported as enrolled by any district in the current year and the student and the student did not have days in attendance in the current school year.








School Year Dropouts:


Students coded in any SIMS reporting period as a dropout or transfer to in state public school


Check against all other districts’ data to see if dropout/transfer is enrolled or graduated from another district (i.e. “found” students)








Returned Dropouts:


Check if any Summer Dropouts or School Year Dropouts are reported in the following school year’s October 1 SIMS or in the GED database. 


Students reported as enrolled, graduated or earned a GED in any district are removed from the total dropout count. 





High School Enrollment:


The High School Enrollment is based on this October 1 SIMS collection. This is the denominator when calculating dropout rates. 
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