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Commissioner's Update
July 11, 2006

Dear Superintendents, and Leaders of Charter Schools and Collaboratives:

In this Update I have two announcements and three items recently posted at www.doe.mass.edu
for your review.

Historic Ch. 70 Changes

The FYO7 state budget was signed by the Governor on July 10 and includes the most significant
changes to the Chapter 70 school aid formula since the education reform law was passed in 1993.
A description of the new formula, along with the final FYO7 state aid allotments and required
local contributions, are posted on the School Finance page of the DOE website.

Department of Social Services Newsletter for Educators

| am pleased to provide you with this newsletter from Department of Social Services
Commissioner, Harry Spence, with some important information for educators.

Postings at www.doe.mass.edu:

1. Regulations Available for Public Comment

1. Regulations on Competency Determination and Certificate of Mastery (603
CMR 30.00 and 31.00)

2. Regional School District Regulations (603 CMR 41.00)

Regulations on Under-Performing Schools and School Districts (603 CMR 2.00)

4. MCAS Performance Appeals Regulations (603 CMR 30.05)

w

2. Academic Support Technical Assistance Session, July 21, 2006 in Shrewsbury - 8:30-
2:30

@]

3. Public Safety Issue - Rental of Inflatable Devices

@]

I hope you are having a pleasant summer.
Sincerely,

David P. Driscoll
Commissioner of Education
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To: Superintendents, Leaders of Charter Schools, and Other Interested Parties
From: David P. Driscoll, Commissioner of Education

Date:  July 10, 2006

At its meeting held on June 27, 2006, the Board of Education voted to solicit public comment on proposed
amendments to the following Board of Education regulations:

. Regulations on Competency Determination and Certificate of Mastery (603 CMR
30.00 and 31.00). These two sets of regulations are presented together for public comment, since
the proposed amendments are related to each other. The proposed changes are intended to move all
Massachusetts high school students toward proficiency in English language arts and mathematics
and increase the proportion of high school graduates who are prepared for college, careers and
citizenship. Among other things, the proposed amendments to the Competency Determination
regulations state that: (1) starting with the class of 2009, a student must either score 240 or higher
(Proficient) on the grade 10 English language arts and mathematics MCAS tests, or score at least
220 and complete an Educational Proficiency Plan for the content area(s) in which the student did
not attain proficiency, and (2) starting with the class of 2012, a student must meet or exceed the
Needs Improvement threshold score of 220 on the high school history and social science MCAS test.
The proposed amendments to the regulations on the Certificate of Mastery change the current
criteria for the certificate to indicate that the recipient is prepared for college or for employment
opportunities that require many of the same skills and knowledge as beginning college students. The
proposed amendments also establish a new honor, the Certificate of Mastery with Distinction.

. Regional School District Regulations (603 CMR 41.00).

The proposed amendments, which were drafted by the Department of Education in consultation
with the Department of Revenue, deal primarily with the process for establishing and amending the
annual operating budget in each of the eighty regional school districts in the Commonwealth.

. Regulations on Under-Performing Schools and School Districts (603 CMR 2.00). The
proposed amendments will simplify and shorten the process for identifying and providing state
assistance to underperforming schools, clarify expectations regarding the kinds of improvement
actions that schools and districts must take, and establish different levels and types of intervention
appropriate to each situation. The proposed amendments designate underperforming schools as
Commonwealth Priority Schools and designate as New Beginnings Schools those schools that for
four or more years have failed to make adequate yearly progress in English language arts and/or
mathematics for students in the aggregate and that the Board has determined to need alternative
management or governance in order for the school to improve student performance.

. MCAS Performance Appeals Regulations (603 CMR 30.05).

The proposed amendments would, among other things, allow school districts to file performance
appeals on behalf of students who have taken the grade 10 MCAS tests but have not yet scored a 216.
The standards for earning the Competency Determination and for the Commissioner to grant an
MCAS performance appeal remain unchanged.

All of the above proposed amendments and Notices of Public Comment are available on our website at
http://www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs/.

In addition, the Board also voted at its June 27, 2006 meeting to adopt amendments to the following 3 sets
of regulations:

. Vocational Technical Education Regulations (603 CMR 4.00), regarding Certificate of




Occupational Proficiency;
. Educator Licensure Regulations (603 CMR 7.00), regarding English Language Learners/

English as a Second Language license; and
. School Finance Regulations (603 CMR 10.09), regarding local accounting for circuit breaker

funds.
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F August 2006 "
s m T w T F s Academic Support Technical Assistance Session, July 21,
1 2 3 4 5 2006 in Shrewsbury
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

To: Superintendents, Leaders of Charter Schools, Academic Support Coordinators and Potential FY
2007 Grant Applicants

From: David P. Driscoll, Commissioner of Education
NEWS SEARCH

Date:  July 10, 2006
Keyword:
Dates: . . . . . .
® An Academic Support Technical Assistance Session will be held on July 21 for academic support
Past 30 days coordinators and other interested parties from public school districts, charter schools, approved private
O Past 90 days special education schools and collaboratives, community colleges, one-stop career centers, and other
organizations. Morning sessions will address Department of Education initiatives, FYO6 pilot program
O pate Range promising practices, and FYO7 grant opportunities, and afternoon sessions will offer information for new
coordinators as well as a data training review session.
Start:| Jan
P ——
2006 Please register on-line by July 14 at http://www.doe.mass.edu/conference/?Conferencel D=202.
—
End:|Jan 2006
|:| The following FYO7 RFPs are expected to be released by mid July (with tentative due dates noted):

Allocation Grants:
Due approx. 3 weeks before program starts-
Fund Code (FC) 632/625 (for school year / summer programs)

Competitive Grants:
Due July 28, 2006 -
FC 598/593 (Ac. Support & College Transition Services)
FC 627/626 (Pathways One Stop Career Centers Initiative)

Due August 1, 2006 -
FC 596/597 (Work & Learning Grants)

Due August 21, 2006 (tentative date)-
FC 619/592-B-1 (Partnering Program)

FC 619/592-B-2 (Collaborative Success Plans)

For more information, visit the web site www.doe.mass.edu/as/ or call the Student Support Unit at 781-338-
3203 or 338-3010 or email achievement@doe.mass.edu.

Massachusetts Department of Edacation Search - Site Map - Policies - Site Info - Contact DOE


http://www.doe.mass.edu/conference/?ConferenceID=202
http:achievement@doe.mass.edu

Mass Ly State Government - State Services

=T |
Massachusetts Department of Edacation --Select Program Area-- F
News District/School Administration Educator Services Assessment/Accountability Family & Community
EVENTS CALENDAR Public Safety Issue - Rental of Inflatable Devices
F August 2006 b
S M T W T F S To: Superintendent, Charter School Leaders and Other Interested Parties

1 2 3 4
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 Date:  July 10, 2006
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

From: David P. Driscoll, Commissioner of Education

NEWS SEARCH The Department of Public Safety (DPS) has informed us of safety issues related to the rental of inflatable
devices such as a Moonwalk or the inflatable house, for use by students at school events. Many schools may
Keyword: have unknowingly rented un-inspected inflatable devices from unlicensed vendors.
I
Dates: Massachusetts law and the DPS regulations require that all inflatable devices and device owners be properly
® permitted and licensed to ensure the safety of all involved. The regulations authorize DPS to perform CORI
Past 30 days inquiries on the amusement device owner and to require the owner to perform background checks on device
O past 90 days operators and other employees. Further, the Department of Public Safety inspects devices for compliance

with industry standards and general soundness.
O Date Range

start]Jan | urge you to have schools be sure that the owner is properly licensed and the equipment has been properly
— inspected before renting any inflatable device. You can inquire whether an operator is licensed by contacting
2006 the Department of Public Safety at (617) 727-3200. You may also review the DPS website for further
S W information at: www.mass.gov/dps/amusements.htm.

¥

Massachusetts Department of Edacation Search - Site Map - Policies - Site Info - Contact DOE
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About this
Newsletter

Info For Educators
is published by the
Massachusetts
Department of
Social Services

as part of an

effort to strengthen
the ability of child
welfare and school
professionals

to work together on
behalf of children
and families.

In This Issue
= Update on
Family Networks

= Directory of
Family Networks
Education
Coordinators

= EOHHS Schools
Initiative

A newsletter for school personnel published by the Massachusetts Department of Social Services

( A MESSAGE FROM COMMISSIONER HARRY SPENCE )

With its Family Networks initiative, DSS is increasing

its capacity to support children and families in their
community settings. We at DSS recognize that schools
are our most important partner in supporting children in
their community settings. This second edition of Info for
Educators provides you with updates on our work
developing Family Networks.

We'll finish putting the organizational infrastructure for
Family Networks in place by the end of September.
But the organizational infrastructure is only the
beginning; we'll spend the next five to seven years
consistently strengthening our community supports for
children and families.

Over time, we hope to be able to keep more and more
children safe either in their homes or close to home,

so they don’t become lost souls as a result of being the
objects of our protective efforts.

As a result, we're working to deepen our relationships
with the world of schools. In this edition of our newsletter,
we'll tell you a little about our new initiative to bring
schools and the child-serving human service system into
closer collaboration. You'll find the names and numbers
of the Education Coordinators for each of our twenty-nine
Area Offices. We hope you'll find us a better partner as
we advance our work of revising the child welfare system
to better serve kids and families and better partner

with schools.

(

UPDATE ON FAMILY NETWORKS )

In our previous newsletter (Fall 2005), we described our
new system of service delivery, Family Networks, and gave
you a general overview of what the initiative is all about.

In this issue we will give you an update on the status of
implementing our service network contracts. Contracts
have been awarded for all the Area Lead Agencies and
Regional Resource Centers. The Area Lead Agency's
main responsibility is to coordinate the delivery of services
to children and families. The Regional Resource Centers
provide support to the Area Lead Agencies through
program development, facilitating access to residential
programs, cross-area coordination and may provide
service coordination for special populations. In all cases,
the DSS Area Office maintains responsibility for case
management for all children and families.

= Please see list of Regional Resource Centers and Area Lead
Agencies on page two. For more information please contact
your local DSS Area Office.

Through Family Networks, DSS has increased its
educational consultation, coordination, and advocacy
capacity. Our intent is to ensure education stability and
success for all of our children. All of the DSS Area Offices
have an education coordinator assigned to them. In some
of our regions, education coordinators are members of the
Area Lead Agency team; in other regions, they are
members of the Regional Resource Center team. Schools
should contact education coordinators for assistance in
education or special education placement related issues for
families involved with Family Networks. The DSS social
worker in the Area Office still maintains case management
responsibility for all families involved with DSS.

= Contact information for the Family Networks Education
Coordinators is on page four.

The Network Services RFR was issued this winter
(February 2006) and contracts have begun to be
awarded for certain categories of services. Below are
descriptions of these services and timelines for
implementation.

Support and Stabilization Services

These services are non-placement services to be
provided to families and children in their homes or
community. In addition to current providers, DSS
encouraged placement providers in responding to this
RFR, to be more flexible in meeting the varied needs

of families in their homes and to work toward maintaining
children in the community as much as possible.

Some of the kinds of services include:

@  Support to parents/caretakers focused on improving skills
related to safety, supervision and nurturing;

@  Support to youth in improving relationships with families,
schools and the community;

@®  Placement diversion to provide assistance and support
to families whose children are at imminent risk of
out-of-home placement;

@ Reunification support and assistance to families
whose children are returning from out-of-home
placement settings; and

@ Clinical assessments, evaluations and diagnostic services.

= Contracts for many of these services began on
June 1, 2006.

Continued on page two
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AREA LEAD AGENCY AND REGIONAL RESOURCE CENTER

Regional Resource Centers

®  AreaLead Agency

Western Region The Key Program

Metro Region Communities for People

® Pittsfield Berkshire Center for Families & Children ® Arlington Wayside Youth & Family Support Network
® Greenfield Berkshire Center for Families & Children ® Cambridge The Guidance Center

® Holyoke The Key Program / Gandara / Children’s Study Home ® Coastal Bay State Community Services

® Van Wart The Key Program / Gandara / Children's Study Home ® Framingham Wayside Youth & Family Support Network
® Springfield The Key Program / Gandara / Children's Study Home ® Malden Wayside Youth & Family Support Network
Central Region  YOU, Inc. Southeast Region Justice Resource Institute

® North Central LUK Crisis Center ® Attleboro Justice Resource Institute

® South Central ~ Wayside Youth & Family Support Network ® Brockton Justice Resource Institute

® Worcester East  YOU, Inc. ® Cape Cod Justice Resource Institute

® Worcester West  YOU, Inc. ® Fall River The Key Program

Northeast Region Health & Education Services © New Bedford  The Key Program

@© Cape Ann Health & Education Services © Plymouth Bay State Community Services

@ Haverhill Health & Education Services Boston Region ~ Communities for People

® Lawrence The Key Program / Supportive Care ® Harbor Communities for People

@ Lowell MSPCC ® Hyde Park Communities for People

® Lynn Health & Education Services ® Park Street Home for Little Wanderers

® Dimock Street  Roxbury Youth Works/

Communities for People

(UPDATE ON FAMILY NETWORKS

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Intensive Foster Care

Thirty (30) provider agencies have been awarded contracts across
the state to provide therapeutic services and supports in a family-
based placement setting to children who require more intensive
supports than what traditional foster care offers. There will be more
emphasis for foster parents and staff to work on permanency
goals, to pursue more timely reunification, and to ensure more
stable placements. The expectation is that children placed in IFC
will attend public school in the community where they reside.

= These contracts will begin July 1, 2006.

Stabilization, Assessment and

Rapid Reintegration - STARR

This program model redesigns and replaces shelters, diagnostic
programs and bridge homes. Programs are short-term placement
services that provide a single door for children who need short-
term services for a range of needs, including stabilization only,
assessment, and/or respite. Services will be focused on supporting
a rapid reintegration into the community or transition to a next
placement. DSS increased the capacity for short-term placements
statewide and tried to locate programs locally to help keep children
connected to their communities and to minimize disruption to their
lives. These children are expected to attend public school in the
communitty.

= Most of these contracts will begin on July 1, 2006.

Group Homes, Behavioral Treatment

Residences (BTR), and Residential Schools

These program models provide a range of residential options
for children who need a structured group living environment.
Group homes are designed for latency aged or adolescent
children who require a less staff intensive setting than other
models. The expectation is that these children will attend
public school.Behavioral Treatment Residences are

campus or community based group home programs that

can provide staff secure treatment for children with serious
emotional, developmental, cognitive and behavioral disorders
who do not require an educational placement in an on-site
school. The expectation is that these children will attend
public school.Residential Schools are designed to provide
staff secure placement for children who have not sufficiently
internalized controls and require a more highly structured
setting to help them manage their behavior. Special
education services are provided to students based on

their IEPs developed by their Local Education Agency (LEA).

= The expected start-up of these contracts is September 1, 2006.

These descriptions are to give you an idea of the kinds of
models of services DSS plans to implement through Family
Networks. For a better understanding of these Family
Networks network services, contact your Area Director.
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The Executive Office of Health and Human Services
(EOHHS) and the Department of Education (DOE)
are working together to launch a new initiative that
will explore new ways for schools and mental health-
human services to collaborate locally and regionally
on behalf of the Commonwealth’s distressed youth.
The School and Community Support Program
(SCSP) will join with the larger Initiative in the new
set of awards.

The School and Community Support Program, a
collaboration between DSS and DOE, began in FY
1997 to address the needs of foster and other at-risk
children in elementary and middle schools. DSS
funded school districts to provide services that would
ensure an appropriate, equitable, and meaningful
school experience for children in foster or out-of-
home placements; prevent more restrictive
placements of children who present behavioral
challenges in classrooms by providing support and
intervention to both children and teachers; and
improve communication and relationships among
school staff, DSS and foster/other at risk families.
The current contracts end on June 30, 2006 and this
RFR represents a new procurement for these
services.

A Request for Response (RFR) is currently

posted on Comm-PASS website:
http:/iwww.comm-pass.com/), with a due

date of July 13, 12 noon. Eligible applicants

are Educational Collaboratives, partnering with
member school districts, and urban school districts
that are not members of such Collaboratives.
Eligible applicants for the SCSP alone are LEAs.
Awards will be made in time for activities to begin
with the ‘06-'07 school year.

Chaired by DSS Commissioner Harry Spence,

the EOHHS-Schools Initiative provides new
opportunities for schools and mental health-human
services to work together for systems change and to
improve collaboration among existing services and
supports. Like the SCSP, it seeks to move the focus
of state intervention with distressed youth from the
acute to the preventive end of the spectrum. By
responding to needs at the earliest possible
intervention points and by improving communication
and linkages among schools, state agencies, and
local mental health, child welfare, and community
service agencies, these partners can improve
outcomes for distressed youth while preventing
more restrictive placements.

The Initiative is supporting changes in how
both schools and mental health-human services
organize their services in order to improve
collaboration, efficiency, and effectiveness:

®  Atthe local level, by using a comprehensive
framework to realign current resources, including
many successful school-mental health-human
services pilot projects. Teams of local stakeholders
will include school districts (Local Education
Authorities, or LEAs), local offices of state mental
health, social services, and youth services
departments, and community-based organizations.

® Atthe regional level, by creating inter-system teams
that support the local school-mental health-human
services teams by resolving persistent systems
problems that cannot be resolved at the school or
district level. Teams of regional stakeholders include
Educational Collaboratives, large urban districts that
are not part of Collaboratives, offices of state mental
health, social services, and youth services
departments, and the juvenile courts.

@  Atthe state level, through a Steering Committee that
is providing leadership for statutory and regulatory
change to support such infrastructure.

In addition to Commissioner Spence, the Steering
Committee includes representatives of the State
Departments of Education, Mental Health, and Youth
Services; the juvenile court; and trade associations
representing special educators, school
superintendents, school committees, educational
collaboratives, and 766 private schools.

Stay tuned for further information as the
EOHHS-Schools Initiative and the School and
Community Support Program move forward.

Or, contact Evelyn Frankford, Director, at
Evelyn.Frankford@state.ma.us and Susan Stelk,
Manager, at Susan.Stelk@state.ma.us.
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DSS FAMILY NETWORKS EDUCATION COORDINATORS

Western Region

Pittsfield Area Office

Leeanne Yinger (as of July 3, 2006)
Berkshire Center for Families/Children
¥ (413)236-1800

w Leeanne.Yinger@state.ma.us

Greenfield Area Office

Robert Kumin -

Berkshire Center for Families/Children
2 (413) 775-5114

w  Robert. Kumin@state.ma.us

Holyoke Area Office

Yvette Cammock — The Key Program
¥ 413-493-2676

= Yvette.Cammock@state.ma.us

Robert Van Wart Center/
Springfield
James Howard — The Key Program

3 (413) 205-0670
w  James.Howard@state.ma.us

Springfield Area Office

Kate Slater — The Key Program
3 413-452-3225
w Catherine.Slater@state.ma.us

Central Region

North Central Area Office
Donna Kingman - LUK Crisis Center
3 (978)-345-0686 X52

3 (978) 466-1500

w donna.kingman@state.ma.us

South Central/Blackstone

Valley Area Office

Eloi Yao, — Wayside Youth &
Family Support Network

3 (508) 478-6888 X160

% (508)234-1006

w Eloi.Yao@state.ma.us

Worcester Area Office
Debbie Clarke — YOU, Inc.

% (508) 849-5600 x284

w  Clarked@youinc.org

Anne Koch - YOU, Inc.
4 (508) 849-5600 X209
w kocha@youinc.org

Northeast Region

Lowell Area Office

Lynne Christensen — MSPCC

»  (978) 275-6838

w  Lynne.Christensen@state.ma.us

Lawrence Area Office

Victoria Larson — The Key Program
% (978) 557-2500
w Victoria.Larson@state.ma.us

Haverhill Area Office

Deanna Forist — Compass
+ (978) 469-8800
w deanna.forist@state.ma.us

Cape Ann Area Office

Jeffrey Heller - Compass
4 (978) 825-3815
w  jeffrey.heller@state.ma.us

Lynn Area Office

Lee King — Compass
4 (781) 477-1639
w lee.king@state.ma.us

Metro Region

Malden Area Office

Elizabeth Mandell — Wayside Youth &
Family Support Network

% (781)388-7150

w Elizabeth.mandell@state.ma.us

Framingham Area Office
Jerry Jacobs - Wayside Youth &
Family Support Network

¥ (508) 424-0168

w Jerry.Jacobs@state.ma.us

Cambridge/Somerville
Area Office

Susan Woodin — The Guidance Center
+ (617)520-8720
w  Susan.Woodin@state.ma.us

Arlington Area Office

Shannon Robichaud — Wayside Youth &
Family Support Network

4 (781) 641-8522

w  Shannon.robichaud@state.ma.us

Coastal Area Office

Kathleen Minihane — Bay State Community
Services

4 (781) 682-0890

w  Kathleen.Minihane@state.ma.us

Southeast Region

Attleboro Area Office
Meredith Magie —

Justice Resource Institute
% (508) 272-3125

W  Mmagie@jri.org

Brockton Area Office
Kathleen Donovan-Devine -
Justice Resource Institute
% (508) 894-3739

w  kdonovan-devine@jri.org

Fall River Area Office
Anne Ferioli —

Justice Resource Institute
»  (508) 235-9857

w aferioli@jri.org

New Bedford Area Office
Gale Forman Daniels —

Justice Resource Institute

4 (508) 894-0002

w gformandaniels@jri.org

Cape Cod Area Office
Janet Duncan -

Justice Resource Institute
as of 07/10/06

3 (508) 894-0002

w  jduncan@jri.org

Plymouth Area Office
Marie Morency —

Justice Resource Institute
%+ (508) 894-0002 x208

w mmorency@jri.org

Boston Region

Hyde Park Area Office
Jennifer Sweeney —
Communities for People

% (617) 360-2604

w jennifer.sweeney@state.ma.us

Dimock Street Area Office
Kathy Monahan —

Communities for People

% (617) 989-2827

w  kathleen.monahan@state.ma.us

Park Street Area Office
Margaret Riden -
Communities for People

3 (617) 822-4700

= margaret.riden@state.ma.us

Harbor Area Office
Damien Ricci -
Communities for People

3 (617) 660-3529

w damien.ricci@state.ma.us
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