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Commissioner's "Back to School" Update 
August 29, 2007

In 1998, when I first became Commissioner of Education, the landscape of our public education system was 
changing. We were mid-way through implementing sweeping reforms detailed in the 1993 Education 
Reform Act, and the expectations for everyone - students, teachers and administrators - were raised higher 
than ever before. 

The results have been extraordinary. Today we have excellent standards, a nationally recognized 
assessment system, and students striving to achieve at the highest levels possible. Nationally we are leading 
the country in achievement, and on MCAS our results show steady improvement year after year. 

There is no denying the progress we have made, but we have much farther to go in our efforts to improve 
public education. In today's global economy, our ability to compete is directly related to the quality of our 
education system. We need to dedicate ourselves to close the achievement gaps that exist, prevent new 
achievement gaps from starting, and challenge all of our students to reach proficiency and beyond. 

As I prepare to step down as Commissioner on August 31, it is with mixed emotions. I am excited about the 
new opportunities that lay ahead for me in my retirement, but I will miss working with each and every one 
of you. 

I am pleased to know that I am leaving the Department of Education in excellent hands: Jeffrey Nellhaus 
will begin as Acting Commissioner on September 1. Jeff is an experienced educator who has worked with 
many of you in the past. He is committed to our reform efforts, believes in holding all students to high 
standards and will be a tireless advocate for you all both within the Department and on Beacon Hill. 

I have been privileged to spend my entire 43-year career working on behalf of the students of the 
Commonwealth. Thank you all for your support over the years, and I wish you all the very best in the future. 

In this Update I have three announcements and fourteen items for your review.

Statewide Testing Schedules for MCAS and MEPA

The testing schedules for MCAS and MEPA for 2007-2008 and 2008-2009 are posted on the Department's 
Web site at www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/cal.html. Please make note of updates that have been made to the 
testing schedules since they were originally posted. You will note, for example, that additional time has 
been added for fall MEPA testing.

Please contact the Student Assessment Services Unit at 781-338-3625 if you have any questions.

Teen and Parent Depression Wellness Guides Available to 
Massachusetts Schools

Families for Depression Awareness, a Waltham-based nonprofit organization, is launching an innovative 
program to help teens who have been diagnosed with or are being treated for depression. FFDA's project is 
endorsed by the Department of Education, and has received funding from the Department of Public Health 
to launch this program underway in 50 Massachusetts high schools. You can find out more about them at 
www.familyaware.org.

The guide has been designed to help teens understand that depression is a treatable medical condition that 
requires good communication within the family and with the clinician. It includes a diary section for 
recording their moods, feelings, and behaviors that can enhance conversations with the clinician. The 
accompanying parent guide gives parents the tools they need to help monitor treatment and an action plan 
to help their child cope in a crisis.



There is no cost to schools to participate in this program. Families for Depression Awareness will hold an 
orientation session with the appropriate administration, staff members and faculty to introduce this 
resource, discuss simple logistics, and answer all questions. They will leave the school with sufficient guides 
so the behavioral health staff and selected faculty can hand them out, as appropriate, to students who are 
being treated for a depressive disorder. The school will not have to disclose to us who gets the guides.

To learn more, please contact Rebecca Lynch at Rebecca@familyaware.org or 781/890-0220, extension 14. 

Reminder for Districts Eligible for Academic Support Allocation 
Grant Funds (FC 632/625) 

Remember that all intents to apply for FY08 Academic Support FC 632/625 Allocation Grant Funds are 
due by Monday, October 1, 2007. Reserve your funds using the on-line form http://www.doe.mass.edu/
conference/?ConferenceID=362 or email us at achievement@doe.mass.edu.

Items Posted at www.doe.mass.edu:

1.  Legal Holidays; Accommodation for Religious Observances
2.  Reporting Discrepancies for the Spring 2007 MCAS Results
3.  Fall 2007 MEPA Participation Requirements for Limited English Proficient (LEP) Students and 

Retraining Dates for Qualified MELA-O Trainers (QMTs)
4.  2007-2008 Back-to-School Charter Update
5.  Acts of 2006 Relative to Public Education
6.  Acts of 2007 Relative to Public Education
7.  Online Training Opportunity Course on "New Web Tools," Provided by EDC/AT &T 
8.  Services from Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic
9.  Office for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth Update

10.  FY08 School Redesign: Expanded Learning Time Planning Grants
11.  New Grant Payment Process for FY2008
12.  Gifted and Talented Services
13.  Gifted and Talented Planning
14.  Constitution Day and Citizenship Day: September 17

Thank you again for the great work you do every day for the children of the Commonwealth. All the best to 
you and your families in the future.

Sincerely,

David P. Driscoll 
Commissioner of Education
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Legal Holidays; Accommodation for Religious Observances

To: Superintendents of Schools, Charter School Leaders

From: David P. Driscoll, Commissioner of Education

Date: August 15, 2007

 

With this memo I am enclosing a list of Massachusetts legal holidays and major religious holidays for the 
2007-2008, 2008-2009 and 2009-2010 school years. School officials have said these documents are useful 
in planning the school calendar, accommodating students and staff who observe religious holidays, and 
determining possible days of low attendance. For information on other religious holidays observed by 
members of religions represented in your school community, I encourage you to contact local clergy.

State and federal law require schools to make reasonable accommodation to the religious needs of students 
and employees in observance of holy days. Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 151B, section 4 (1)(A) 
addresses this issue with respect to employees. With respect to students, Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 151C, section 2B reads in relevant part as follows:

Any student in an educational or vocational training institution...who is unable, because of his 
religious beliefs, to attend classes or to participate in any examination, study or work requirement 
on a particular day shall be excused from any such examination or study or work requirement, and 
shall be provided with an opportunity to make up such examination, study or work requirement 
which he may have missed because of such absence on any particular day; provided, however, that 
such makeup examination or work shall not create an unreasonable burden upon such school. No 
fees of any kind shall be charged by the institution for making available to the said student such 
opportunity. No adverse or prejudicial effects shall result to any student because of his availing 
himself of the provisions of this section.

Schools may meet their obligation to accommodate students by excusing individual absences for religious 
observance, or by adjusting the school calendar to provide a school year of at least 180 school days, while 
taking into account possible days of low attendance due to religious holidays.

Please share this information with your school building administrators. We hope you will find it helpful.
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  MCAS Home

  School Notices

  About the MCAS

  MCAS/MEPA Test Schedule

  Test Administration

  Test Items

  Scoring Guides/Student Work

  MCAS Results

  MCAS Alternate Assessment

  MEPA

  NAEP

  Publications

  Other Resources:

 Pathways to Success on MCAS

 MCAS Performance Appeals

 MCAS Service Center

 Parent Hotline 1-866-MCAS220

 
 

Assessment/Accountability  MCAS  
Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System

Reporting Discrepancies for the Spring 2007 MCAS Results

To: Superintendents, Principals, and Directors of Charter Schools, Approved Private Special 
Education Schools, Institutional Schools, and Educational Collaboratives

From: David P. Driscoll, Commissioner of Education

Date: August 22, 2007

 

On August 20, 2007, the Department released preliminary results (with raw scores only) of the spring 2007 
MCAS tests through the MCAS Service Center Web site. (A schedule for the release of spring 2007 MCAS 
results was posted in my July 23 Update.) It is extremely important that you review the data and report any 
discrepancies by August 31, 2007, for all tests except pilot tests in History and Social Science (grades 5 
and 7) and U.S. History (grades 10/11).

Obtaining Preliminary Spring 2007 MCAS Results

To access your preliminary results, go to www.mcasservicecenter.com. Select "MCAS," and then select 
"MCAS Reporting." Log in using the password shipped directly to principals and superintendents via U.S. 
mail on December 29, 2006. Click on "Reports" to view your test results or "Discrepancy Reporting" to 
report any discrepancies.

The test results do not include performance levels for students who took the standard MCAS. Performance 
levels are available through TestWiz or may be determined using the raw score to scaled score conversion 
tables available at the Department's Web site at www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/results.html. 

Please follow the attached instructions when reporting discrepancies.

Deadlines

All discrepancies must be reported by 5:00 pm, August 31, 2007, in order for changes to be included in 
the Parent/Guardian Reports and school and district summary reports. These reports will not be updated 
to reflect any discrepancies reported after August 31.

If you have any questions, contact the MCAS Service Center at 800-737-5103. Please direct any policy-
related questions to the Department's Student Assessment Services Unit at 781-338-3625.
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Assessment/Accountability  MCAS  
Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System

Fall 2007 MEPA Participation Requirements for Limited English 
Proficient (LEP) Students and Retraining Dates for Qualified MELA-
O Trainers (QMTs)

To: Superintendents, Principals, and Directors of Charter Schools, Educational Collaboratives, and 
Approved Special Education Private Schools

Copy: English Language Learner Program Directors

From: David P. Driscoll, Commissioner of Education

Date: August 22, 2007

 

Fall 2007 MEPA Participation Requirements

The following students are required to take the fall 2007 MEPA-R/W:

●     all LEP students in grade 3
●     all LEP students in grades 4-12 who did not participate in the spring 2007 MEPA-R/W

The following students are required to take the fall 2007 MELA-O:

●     all LEP students in Kindergarten
●     all LEP students in grades 1-12 who did not participate in the spring 2007

MELA-O

Students who are required to take the fall 2007 MEPA R/W are not required to take the fall MELA-O if a 
MELA-O score was reported for them in spring 2007. Early this fall, districts will be able to access a list of 
students who participated in MELA-O in spring 2007 on the MCAS Service Center Web site at www.
mcasservicecenter.com under "MEPA Reporting." You will need your 2007 MCAS password to access this 
information.

LEP Students in Grades K-2

LEP students in grades K-2 will not participate in the IDEA Proficiency Test (IPT) this fall. 

The MEPA testing schedule is available on the Department's Web site at www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/cal.html.

MELA-O Retraining Sessions for QMTs

During fall 2007, the Department has scheduled three one-day MELA-O retraining sessions for QMTs. The 
purpose of these sessions is to retrain and requalify existing QMTs. As stated in my April 2, 2007, 
memorandum, districts are responsible for ensuring that all QMTs who report MELA-O scores for MEPA 
are retrained and requalified by January 31, 2010. Please review the status of the retraining of QMTs in 
your district/school and consider whether one or more of your faculty need to attend one of the fall training 
sessions. Sessions will be held from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on the following dates: 

1.  Monday, September 24 (Braintree)
2.  Tuesday, November 27 (Springfield)



3.  Wednesday, November 28 (Marlborough)

Registration is on a first-come, first-served basis, and is limited to 150 participants per session. QMTs 
identified for retraining must register on the MCAS Service Center Web Site.

Additional QMT training sessions will be offered in winter and spring 2008. 

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact the MCAS Service Center at 800-737-5103 or 
Student Assessment Services at 781-338-3625. 
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Orientation for  
New Charter School 

Administrators 
September 14, 2007

Family & Community  Alternative Education  
Massachusetts Charter Schools

Back-to-School Charter Update: 2007-08

To: Charter School Leaders, Administrative Personnel, & Boards of Trustees

From: Mary Street, Director of Charter Schools

Date: August 15, 2007

 

I'm sure all of you are very busy preparing for the coming academic year, but please take the time to review 
the information and materials in this packet, pass on to others what is appropriate, and respond where 
requested.

Welcome to Global Learning Charter Public School in New Bedford, Pioneer Charter School of Science in 
Everett, and Pioneer Valley Chinese Immersion Charter School in Amherst. All three schools are opening 
this fall.

Additional information includes:

1.  Upcoming Trainings and Meetings 
�❍     Orientation for New Charter School Administrators - Friday, Sept. 14, 2007, 9am-4 pm
�❍     Directory Administration Training - Wednesday, September 19, 2007, 10-11 am
�❍     Massachusetts Certified Public Purchasing Official (MCPPO) Program - October 17 & 18, 2007
�❍     Annual Fall Charter Leader Meeting - Thursday, Nov. 15, 2006, 9am-4 pm
�❍     Other Department Trainings - Various dates during the fall

 
2.  Changes to AYP Determinations for 2007 - New Baseline CPIs
3.  Regulatory/Advisory Updates and Reminders 

�❍     Open Meeting Law
�❍     Board of Education Approval of Loans Beyond Charter Terms
�❍     Verification of Board Members and Approval Process
�❍     Technical Advisory Reminders on Transportation and Teacher Qualifications

 
4.  Finance 

�❍     Commonwealth Charter Tuition
�❍     Charter School Developer Program (Fund Code 534)
�❍     FY07 Audit and Charter School End of Year Report (CSEOYFR)

 
5.  Coordinated Program Reviews and Area Special Education Meetings 

�❍     Coordinated Program Reviews
�❍     Fall Update Area Meetings
�❍     Networking Meetings for Federal Program Coordinators

 
6.  Volunteer Site Visitors
7.  New School News
8.  Charter School Office News
9.  Reporting Requirements 

Enclosures

  Charter School Reporting Requirements for the 2007 - 2008 School Year



  Disclosure of Financial Interest Form
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District/School Administration Administration  
Education Laws and Regulations

Acts of 2006 Relative to Public Education 
2005 | 2006 | 2007

The 184th General Court enacted the following legislation affecting public education. These laws, which are 
listed in the order in which they were enacted, became law during the 2006 legislative year.

Elevator License Examinations

Chapter 45 of the Acts of 2006, which was signed into law on March 23, 2006, amends various provisions 
relative to the operation of the board of elevator regulations and sets qualifications for persons entitled to 
sit for examinations for certification as elevator constructors, maintenance persons, and repairmen, 
including, but not limited to work experience. Most relevant to the Department of Education is the 
provision in section 6, subsection (c), requiring applicants to document educational experience consisting 
of at least 450 hours of classroom training which is recognized and accredited by the Division of Apprentice 
Training or the Department of Education. The Department of Education will defer to the Division of 
Apprentice Training and the Executive Office of Public Safety in these matters.

The full text of the law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060045.htm.

Special Education Needs of Children with Autism

Chapter 57 of the Acts of 2006 was signed into law on April 7, 2006 and amends provisions in chapter 71B, 
section 3 of the Massachusetts General Laws relative to the identification of children with special 
educational needs. When evaluations indicate that children have disabilities on the autism spectrum, 
including, but not limited to autistic disorder, Asperger's disorder and pervasive developmental disorder, 
childhood disintegrative disorder, or Rhett's Syndrome, the Individualized Education Program team is 
required to consider seven items. Consideration shall be given to the verbal and nonverbal communication 
needs of the children, the need to develop social interaction skills and proficiencies, the needs resulting 
from the child's responses to sensory experiences, resistance to environmental change or change in daily 
routines, engagement in repetitive activities and stereotyped movements, and the need for any positive 
behavioral interventions, strategies, and supports to address behavioral difficulties resulting from autism 
spectrum disorder, and other needs resulting from the child's disability that impact progress in the general 
curriculum, including social and emotional development. 

Further guidance is provided on the Department of Education website at http://www.doe.mass.edu/sped/
advisories/07_1.html. 

The full text of the law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060057.htm.

Access to Student Records

Chapter 62 of the Acts of 2006, which was signed into law on April 13, 2006, amends section 34H of 
chapter 71 of the Massachusetts General Laws concerning access to student records by non-custodial 
parents. Non-custodial parents are entitled to access to their child's information unless they are currently 
denied legal custody or visitation, are subject to supervised visitation, or are subject to protective orders. 
Parents requesting information are to do so in writing to the school principal. The school is required to 
search student records for evidence of documents restricting parental access to the requested information, 
and to provide notice to the custodial parent. 

The Student Records Regulations, 603 CMR 23.00, have been amended to incorporate the new provisions 
of state law. They are posted at http://www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs/603cmr23.html.



The full text of the law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060062.htm.

Supplemental Budget

Chapter 64 of the Acts of 2006, which was signed into law April 14, 2006, includes in section 13 a change in 
the per pupil capital needs component of the Commonwealth Charter School tuition rate for FY 2006 to 
$776.

The full text of the law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060064.htm.

Reporting of Fires in Schools

Chapter 80 of the Acts of 2006, which was signed into on May 12, 2006, amends Chapter 71, section 37L of 
the General Laws and requires each school committee to inform teachers, administrators, and other 
professional staff of reporting requirements relating to fires. (G.L. c. 71, s. 37L already requires each school 
committee to inform teachers, administrators, and other professional staff of reporting requirements 
relating to child abuse and neglect.) 

The law also amends Chapter 148 of the Massachusetts General Laws to require principals of public and 
private schools to report any incident involving the unauthorized ignition of any fire within the school 
building or on school grounds to the local fire department. The principal is required submit the report 
within 24 hours of the incident. The Department worked with the Massachusetts Department of Fire 

Services and provides a  form designed by the Department of Fire Services for use by school principals. 
This law will take effect at the start of the 2006-2007 school year. Fire and law enforcement authorities 
have long sought this law so they can better protect their communities. For more information on this law, 
please see: http://www.mass.gov/dfs/index.shtm.

The full text of the new law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060080.htm.

Health Insurance for School Employees

Chapter 90 of the Acts of 2006, which was signed into law on May 19, 2006, amends section 2 of chapter 
32B of the General Laws and classifies all public school employees as employees during the months of July 
and August, under the contributory group general or blanket insurance plan for those individuals in the 
service of counties, cities, towns, and districts. The law requires deduction of contributions for inclusion 
during the prior school year. The law became effective immediately.

The full text of the new law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060090.htm.

Supplemental Budget

Chapter 122 of the Acts of 2006, which was approved in part on June 24, 2006, provided supplemental 
appropriations and other actions. Relevant to education are:

●     An appropriation of $500,000 for grants to junior achievement organizations which was approved 
by an override vote of the legislature (line item 7035-0123)

●     Several provisions regarding the Massachusetts School Building Authority (sections 6, 27, 28, 29, 
30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 58). For current school building project information, please visit the 
Massachusetts School Building Authority website at http://www.mass.gov/msba/

●     The continuation of the middle level education study commission reporting date to June 30, 2007 
(outside section 56)

●     A $1.25 million earmark for the1:1 wireless initiative at the New Boston Pilot Middle School (outside 
section 104)

●     A $66,000 grant to the Greater Lawrence Spanish Community Services Program (outside section 
113)

●     A $52,858 MCAS support earmark for the Dennison Memorial Community Center in New Bedford 
(outside section 114)

The full text of the new law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060122.htm.

Economic Stimulus Bill



Chapter 123 of the Acts of 2006, which was approved in part on June 24, 2006, provides for a variety of 
economic investments in the Commonwealth to promote job creation, economic stability, and 
competitiveness in the Massachusetts economy. Items relative to education include:

●     The Governor setting aside the third week in November as "International Education Week" for the 
purpose of encouraging schools to participate in programs of international education, which was 
approved by an override of the Governor's veto (section 3)

●     The global education advisory council exploring international opportunities for learning, exchange 
programs and the availability of curriculum materials for students, teachers, administrators and 
educational policy makers and make recommendations to the Commissioner, which was approved 
by an override of the Governor's veto (section 6)

●     The Commissioner is authorized to recognize a school that meets the standards for international 
education programs established by the Global Education Advisory Council and shall, subject to 
appropriation, award grants not to exceed $10,000 to local and regional school districts to support 
international education programs, which was approved by an override of the Governor's veto 
(section 7)

●     The Robert H. Goddard Council on Science, Technology, Engineering and Math education is 
established within the Board of Higher Education, with the Commissioner as a designated member 
(section 8)

●     The reestablishment of the Science, Technology Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Council 
which was created by chapter 141 of the Acts of 2003, including the addition of a new Massachusetts 
Academy for Life Sciences, subject to appropriation from the STEM Pipeline Fund, to establish a 
program with mobile science labs for 5 regions of the state (section 30); $4 million transferred to the 
fund (section 98)

●     The establishment of 5 new funds on the books of the Commonwealth: the Education Rewards Fund 
Grant Program ($1.5 million transferred, section 99), the CITI Fund ($1 million transferred, section 
100), the Massachusetts Board of Higher Education Scholar-Internship Match Fund ($2.5 million 
transferred, section 101), and International Education and Foreign Language Grant Program Fund, 
and Workforce Competitiveness Trust Fund (section 31, which was returned by the Governor and 
subsequently became Chapter 168 of the Acts of 2006)

●     An increase of $3 million in the School-to-Career Connecting Activities FY 2006 line item, which 
was approved by an override of the Governor's veto (section 91)

●     An increase of $3.5 million in the Adult Basic Education FY 2006 line item (section 93)

The full text of the new law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060123.htm.

Fiscal Year 2007 Budget

Chapter 139 of the Acts of 2006, the FY 2007 state budget, was signed into law on July 8, 2006. It provides 
$3.506 billion in Chapter 70 state school aid for the coming year, an increase of $217 million (6.6%) over 
FY06. The budget also included the first major overhaul of the Chapter 70 formula since the 1993 education 
reform law. These changes were the result of several years of discussions and debate. Hundreds of 
municipal and school officials, parents, researchers, and others provided valuable comments and 
suggestions during this process.

In particular, the new formula addresses the issue of "taxpayer equity", using updated municipal income 
and property data to ensure that communities of similar wealth are treated comparably. It also simplifies 
the calculation of state aid allotments and ensures that state aid will keep pace in districts with growing 
enrollments.

Highlights of the new formula:

●     The foundation budget calculation has been simplified, with the previous 18 categories reduced to 11 
categories. The new categories match the categories used by districts to report their actual spending. 

●     Foundation budget factors are increased for inflation by 5.86%. The 4.5% cap on inflation 
adjustments in the old formula has been eliminated, allowing for full adjustments for inflation. 

●     The foundation budget increment for English language learners has been increased by $50 per 
student, and the increment for low-income students has been increased by $25 per student. 

●     The new formula adopts the new "aggregate wealth model" for determining required local 
contribution targets, with property values and personal income levels given equal weight. 

●     The formula sets a statewide target of 59% local funding and 41% state funding of the foundation 
budget. For individual communities, the target percentages will vary depending on the community's 
wealth. 

●     The target local contributions are capped at 82.5% of foundation budget. When fully phased in, this 



cap will guarantee that every district receives state aid for at least 17.5% of its foundation budget. 
●     Chapter 70 state aid will include four components:
●     Foundation aid, to make up the difference between a district's foundation budget and its required 

local contribution.
●     Down payment aid, to provide districts with a share of the additional funding that they will 

eventually receive when the local contribution targets are fully phased in. 
●     Growth aid, which guarantees an increase in state aid for any district whose foundation budget has 

increased, even if the district is already at foundation. 
●     Minimum aid, which guarantees a small ($50 per student) increase in aid to those districts with 

significant enrollment declines.

Many of the changes in the formula are being phased in over a period of several years, so the FY07 state aid 
allotments and required local contributions do not fully reflect the impact of these changes. For more 
details please visit http://finance1.doe.mass.edu/chapter70/chapter_07.html.

Non-Discretionary State Aid:

●     Regional Transportation is increased by $10.5 million
●     Chapter 70, foundation Aid is increased by $216.6 million
●     The Circuit Breaker Program is increased by $6.1 million
●     Charter School Reimbursements and Charter School Facilities Aid Programs are combined into one 

account totaling $73.8 million, reflecting a net increase of $8.9 million.

Assessment and Accountability:

●     The Certificate of Occupational Proficiency is increased by $200,000
●     Student Assessment (MCAS) is increased by $4.5 million
●     Extended Learning Time Grants if funded at $6.5 million.

Educator Quality Enhancements:

●     English Language Acquisition Professional Development is a new line item funded at $500,000
●     School Leadership Development for Principals and Superintendents is a new line item funded at 

$1.0 million
●     Teacher Content Training in Math and Science is newly funded at $2.0 million.

Categorical Grant Programs:

●     METCO is increased by $2.0 million
●     Work Based Learning is increased by $2.0 million
●     School-to-Work Connecting Activities is increased by $200,000
●     Adult Learning Centers is increased by $3.2 million
●     W.P.I. School of Excellence is increased by $251,000
●     The Pilot concurrent Enrollment Program is newly funded at $2.0 million
●     Matching Grants to Citizen Schools is newly funded at $300,000
●     The After-School Grant program is newly funded at $1.0 million
●     Gifted and Talented Grant Program is increased by $250,000
●     The YouthBuild Program is increased by $600,000

Department of Education Administration:

●     The Department's main administration account is increased by $1.46 million
●     The Department of Education and District Data & Reporting Tools Initiative is newly funded at $5.2 

million.

The full text of the FY 2007 state budget is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/
sl060139.htm.

School-to-Work Programs

Chapter 149 of the Acts of 2006, which became law without Executive approval on July 11, 2006, became 
effective upon passage. It appropriated $4.6 million to various school-to-work programs.



The full text of the new law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060149.htm.

Allowing Students with Disabilities to Participate in Graduation Ceremonies

Chapter 152 of the Acts of 2006, which was approved on July 13, 2006, amends Chapter 71B of the General 
Laws by adding a new section 16 relating to participation of students with disabilities in high school 
graduation ceremonies. It allows students with disabilities who are completing the twelfth grade to 
participate in high school graduation ceremonies and activities, even if they did not pass the Massachusetts 
Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) examination, provided that they have met other criteria. The 
student must have maintained at least a 95 percent attendance level, have taken the MCAS examination in 
each subject area not passed at least 3 times (or submitted at least 2 portfolios for the MCAS-Alt), and be in 
good standing having met all local nonacademic standards. A high school diploma is not awarded and 
participation does not limit the student's eligibility for special education services.

For a more detailed advisory, please see the Department of Education website at http://www.doe.mass.edu/
news/news.asp?id=3026.

The full text of the new law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060152.htm.

Creditable Service for Certain State Contract Employees

Chapter 161 of the Acts of 2006, which was signed into law on July 19, 2006, entitles certain qualified 
members of the state employees' retirement system who previously served as a contract employee for any 
department, agency, board or commission of the Commonwealth, to establish as "creditable service" up to 
four years of that service. 

The Massachusetts Teachers Retirement Board and the Massachusetts State Retirement Board may be 
contacted for details.

The full text of the new law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060161.htm.

Establishing Educational Funds

Chapter 168 of the Acts of 2006, which was approved on July 21, 2006 by the House of Representatives and 
the Senate, became effective immediately. The new law establishes five new state funds: the Educational 
Rewards Grant Program Fund, the CITI Fund for the continuation of the Commonwealth Information 
Technology Initiative, the Massachusetts Board of Higher Education Scholar-Internship Match Fund, the 
International Education and Foreign Language Grant Program Fund, and the Workforce Competitiveness 
Trust fund.

The full text of the new law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060168.htm.

Mercury Management

Chapter 190 of the Acts of 2006, which was signed into law on July 28, 2006, amends a number of 
provisions in the General Laws. The relevant education provisions are:

●     M.G.L. c. 21H, Section 6G (as amended by Chapter 190 of the Acts of 2006, effective October 1, 
2006):

No school in the commonwealth shall purchase for use in a primary or secondary classroom 
elemental mercury, mercury compounds or mercury-added instructional equipment and materials, 
except measuring devices and thermometers for which no adequate nonmercury substitute exists 
that are used in school laboratories. This section shall not apply to the sale of mercury-added lamps 
or those products whose only mercury-added component is a mercury-added lamp or lamps.

●     M.G.L. c. 21H, Section 6I (as amended by Chapter 190 of the Acts of 2006, effective May 1, 2008):

No person, household, business, school, healthcare facility or state or municipal government shall 
knowingly dispose of a mercury-added product in any manner other than by recycling, disposing as 
hazardous waste or using a method approved by the department [of environmental protection].

●     M.G.L. c. 21H, Section 6N (as amended by Chapter 190 of the Acts of 2006, effective October 26, 
2006): 



The department [of environmental protection] shall adopt rules and regulations as may be necessary 
for the implementation of this chapter.

●     Section 13 of Chapter 190 of the Acts of 2006:

On or before May 1, 2007, the department of environmental protection shall create an education 
program for persons, households, businesses, schools, healthcare facilities and state and municipal 
governments regarding the disposal of mercury and seek public comment on the program.

The full text of the new law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060190.htm.

Supplemental Budget

Chapter 192 of the Acts of 2006 was signed into law, in part, on July 28, 2006. Included in this 
supplemental budget are provisions to make funds available in FY 2007 for the following line items:

●     7027- 0016 Work Based Learning, $2.6 million
●     7027-0019 School-to-Work Connecting Activities, $3 million
●     7035-0002 Adult Learning Centers, $3 million
●     7035-0004 Greater Lawrence Community Service Program

The full text of the new law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060192.htm.

Granting School Nurses Professional Teacher Status

Chapter 267 of the Acts of 2006, which was passed over the Governor's veto on July 24, 2006 and approved 
August 21, 2006, amends Chapter 71 section 41 of the General Laws to include school nurses in the list of 
school personnel (including teachers, school librarians, school adjustment counselors, school social 
workers and school psychologists) who are eligible for professional teacher status if they meet certain 
established criteria.

The full text of the new law is available at http://mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060267.htm.

Acts of 2006 Relative to Specific School Districts

Essex North Shore Agricultural and Technical School 

Chapter 9 of the Acts of 2006, "An Act relative to the Essex North Shore Agricultural and Technical School 
District," was approved January 25, 2006. This law amends various provisions of chapter 463 of the Acts of 
2004 relative to the establishment and operation of the Essex North Shore Agricultural and Technical 
School District. It increases the number of members on the temporary oversight board for the district from 
11 to 13 to include the superintendent-director of the North Shore Regional Vocational School and the 
Superintendent of the Essex Agricultural and Technical. The time for filing of reports detailing the capital 
needs of schools is extended from 6 months to 18 months. The school committee is granted the authority to 
not maintain the current school properties if the creation of new schools calls for their removal, 
replacement, alteration or rehabilitation. The permissible radius for students attending the school is 
increased from ten miles to twenty miles.

The full text of the law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060009.htm.

Athol-Royalston Regional School District 

Chapter 50 of the Acts of 2006, "An Act regulating the financial conditions in the Athol-Royalston Regional 
School District," was approved March 31, 2006. The Athol-Royalston Regional School District is authorized 
to borrow up to one million dollars to maintain and operate the regional school district in order to achieve 
balanced budgets and fiscal stability. The law also regulates the borrowing and use of the funds.

The full text of the law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060050.htm.

Auburn 



Chapter 66 of the Acts of 2006, "An Act authorizing the town of Auburn to convey a certain parcel of land," 
was approved April 20, 2006. The law authorizes the town of Auburn to purchase a specific parcel of land 
and regulates the terms of the purchase. The parcel is contiguous to the new Auburn High School and will 
be used by the town in conjunction with the school.

The full text of the law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060066.htm.

Manchester Essex Regional School District 

Chapter 71 of the Acts of 2006, "An Act authorizing the issuance of certain bonds by the Manchester Essex 
Regional School District," was approved on May 4, 2006. The law authorizes the Manchester Essex 
Regional School District to issue bonds for the purpose of constructing, originally equipping and furnishing 
a new district high school/middle school and for site preparation, development and equipping of related 
outdoor athletic and recreational facilities; regulates the terms of said bonds.

The full text of the law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060071.htm.

Pentucket Regional School District 

Chapter 108 of the Acts of 2006, "An Act regulating the financial conditions in the Pentucket Regional 
School District," was approved June 13, 2006. The law authorizes the Pentucket Regional School District to 
borrow amounts in the aggregate up to $2,500,000 for the purpose of balancing budgets and achieving 
fiscal stability. There are detailed provisions regulating the procedure for borrowing and allocating said 
funds.

The full text of the new law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060108.htm.

Lynn 

Chapter 117 of the Acts of 2006, "An Act transferring responsibility for the maintenance and repairs of all 
city of Lynn school buildings and grounds," was approved June 21, 2006. The law grants authority to the 
department of inspectional services of the city of Lynn to be responsible for the inspection, maintenance 
and repairs of all buildings owned by the city of Lynn, including school buildings within the city of Lynn.

The full text of the new law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060117.htm.

Hopkinton 

Chapter 158 of the Acts of 2006, "An Act authorizing certain terms for borrowing by the town of Hopkinton 
for construction of school buildings, " was approved on July 19, 2006. The law articulates maturity, finance 
and payment terms for the bonds issued by the town of Hopkinton for the design, development, 
construction, and equipping of the proposed new Fruit Street elementary school, and the early childhood 
center buildings and any proposed improvements, equipment and furnishings, and repair and renovation 
of the Elmwood elementary school. The law became effective upon its passage.

The full text of the new law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060158.htm.

Martha's Vineyard Regional High School District 

Chapter 178 of the Acts of 2006, "An Act authorizing the Martha's Vineyard Regional High School District 
to lease certain land," was approved on July 27, 2006. The law authorizes the Martha's Vineyard High 
School District school committee to enter into a lease with the Y.M.C.A. for the rental of a parcel of land 
and articulates the conditions of the lease agreement.

The full text of the new law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060178.htm.

Revere 

Chapter 180 of the Acts of 2006, "An Act authorizing the city of Revere to use certain dedicated park land 
for school purposes," was approved on July 27, 2006. The law authorizes the city of Revere to use the 
DiSalvo Park land for construction of a new middle and elementary school and for other school purposes.



The full text of the new law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060180.htm.
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Acts of 2007 Relative to Public Education 
2005 | 2006 | 2007

To: Superintendents, Charter School Leaders and Interested Parties

From: David P. Driscoll, Commissioner of Education

Date: August 17, 2007

The 185th General Court enacted the following legislation affecting public education. These laws, which are 
listed in the order in which they were enacted, became law during the 2007 legislative year.

Supplemental Budget

Chapter 16 of the Acts of 2007, which was signed into law on February 22, 2007, adds a provision to line 
item 7061-9010 of section 2 of Chapter 139 of the Acts of 2006 allowing one-time payments to ensure that 
no charter school receives less funding in fiscal year 2007 than it would have received using the method of 
calculation in effect prior to July 1, 2006 provided that all reimbursements required are fully met.

The full text of the law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw07/sl060016.htm

FY 2008 Budget

Chapter 61 of the Acts of 2007, which was signed into law on July 12, 2007, makes appropriations for the 
fiscal year 2008. The total budget for the Department of Education is $ 4.3 billion, an increase of $260.4 
million or 6.4% above the FY2007 budget of $4.044 billion. The following are the major highlights.

Non-Discretionary State Aid:

●     Regional Transportation is increased by $2.8 million;
●     Chapter 70, Foundation Aid is increased by $220.1 million;
●     Foundation Reserve is increased by $1.0 million;
●     Circuit Breaker program are increased by $12.3 million.

Assessment and Accountability:

●     Office of EQA has been decreased by $456 thousand. Also, it appears that this function will be 
transferred along with any remaining funds sometime during FY2008 to a successor entity yet to be 
named;

●     Student Assessment (MCAS) is increased by $2.9 million;
●     Targeted Assistance is increased by $4.1 million;
●     Extended Learning Time Grants are increased by $6.5 million.

Educator Quality Enhancements:

●     Teacher Retention & Recruitment is increased by $181 thousand;
●     Teacher Content Training in Math and Science has been decreased by $1.1 million.

Categorical Grant Programs:



●     Metco is increased by $1.0 million;
●     Work Based Learning are increased by $475 thousand;
●     Kindergarten Development Grants are increased by $6.8 million;
●     The Early Intervention Tutorial Literacy Program is decreased by $133 thousand;
●     Adult Learning Centers is increased by $579 thousand;
●     The two School Breakfast Programs have merged into one;
●     The Pilot Concurrent Enrollment Program has been decreased by $425 thousand;
●     Matching Grants to Citizen Schools is increased by $175 thousand;
●     The After-School Grant Program is increased by $ 1.0 million;
●     W.P.I School of Excellence is increased by $500 thousand;
●     The YouthBuild Program is increased by $220 thousand.

DOE Administration:

●     The Department's main administration account is increased by $2.56 million (as a result of staff 
transfers from other state accounts); and

●     The two Technology line items funding District Data Reporting and DOE Technology 
Administration have merged into one line item.

The full text of the law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw07/sl060061.htm

Municipal Health Care

Chapter 67 of the Acts of 2007, which was signed into law and became effective on July 25, 2007, allows 
cities, towns, regional school districts, charter schools and education collaboratives to access affordable 
health insurance coverage through the Group Insurance Commission (G.I.C.). For more information visit 
the following websites:

●     Mass Municipal Association http://www.mma.org/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=2031&Itemid=91

●     Mass Association of School Superintendents Legislative Alert http://www.masc.org

The full text of the law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw07/sl060016.htm

Acts of 2007 Relative to Specific School Districts

Medford School District

Chapter 84 of the Acts of 2007, "An Act relative to the use of certain school building assistance 
program reimbursements to the city of Medford," was approved on August 6, 2007. The law 
authorizes the use of school building assistance reimbursements for repairs to the Medford High 
School roof to be available without restriction to the City of Medford in fiscal years 2007 and 2008. 
The city is required to restore any amounts appropriated under this act by fiscal year 2011, 
beginning in fiscal year 2009.

The full text of the law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060071.htm

Provincetown Playground

Chapter 87 of the Acts of 2007, "An Act relative to certain playground land in the Town of 
Provincetown," was approved on August 8, 2007. The law authorizes the Town of Provincetown to 
transfer a certain parcel of land used for playground purposes from the board of selectmen to the 
school committee for playground purposes. If the land ceases to be used as a playground, the land 
reverts to the Provincetown board of selectmen for playground purposes.

The full text of the law is available at http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/sl060087.htm
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Online Training Opportunity Course on "New Web Tools," Provided 
by EDC/AT & T

To: Superintendents, Charter School Leaders, Principals, Technology Directors, and Other Interested 
Persons

From: David P. Driscoll, Commissioner of Education

Date: August 22, 2007

 

With the support of the AT&T Foundation, Education Development Center, Inc. (EDC) will provide online 
training for five teams of up to five educators on the use of new web-based tools for teaching and learning. 
The goal of the online course is to prepare these teacher teams to serve as online professional development 
facilitators in their states. In addition to Massachusetts, educators from Maine, Maryland, New York and 
Virginia will also participate. 

EDC will prepare the selected teacher teams to facilitate the 10-week course, "Learning and Teaching with 
the Read/Write Web," in their home state. The course, which begins in October, will introduce online tools 
of the Read/Write Web (such as blogs and wikis) through weekly hands-on experimentation and content 
creation. Team members will also learn how to help students use these new tools safely. 

As a final product, each team member will create a lesson or unit incorporating these new tools that they 
can use in their classrooms. Upon completion of the course, each team member will offer the workshop to 
up to 25 educators in their state. Participants will receive a $300 stipend for completing and teaching the 
course.

During the training and workshop delivery, EDC will provide technical support to each state team. During 
the following year, EDC will provide the teacher teams with access to an online forum for receive ongoing 
support from EDC staff as they facilitate their workshops. The team members can share their experiences, 
questions, successes, challenges, materials and products, with the larger community of other trained teams.

  Applications for participation are due on September 17, 2007. If you have any questions, please 
contact Connie Louie at clouie@doe.mass.edu or 781-338-6865.  
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Services from Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic

To: Superintendents, Special Education Directors

From: David P. Driscoll, Commissioner of Education

Date: August 22, 2007

 

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act requires districts to provide accessible 
instruction materials to students with disabilities who need them. To help schools meet this requirement, 
the Massachusetts Department of Education is partnering with Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic 
(RFB&D).

For the 2007-2008 school year, the state has funded district-level memberships in RFB&D for all interested 
public school districts. These memberships will allow districts to order up to 25 audiobooks for use with 
students who are blind or have print disabilities. Additional audiobooks can be ordered for a small fee. In 
addition, the state is offering school-level memberships to a limited number of high-need districts. The 
membership packages will include specialized playback equipment and/or computer software. 

RFB&D will send an informational packet to all Special Education Directors at the beginning of the school 
year with details on signing up, and we encourage you to take advantage of this service. If not used by 
November 1, 2007, memberships will be offered to individual schools in selected districts on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

For additional information about this program, contact Jeanne Guiney, Regional Director of Educational 
Outreach at the New England Regional Unit, (617) 577-1111, ext. 18, jguiney@rfbd.org or Susan Hargrave at 
the Massachusetts Department of Education, (781) 338-6844, shargrave@doe.mass.edu. 

For more information about Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic (RFB&D), please see the web site for its 
national office (http://www.rfbd.org/) or its New England Regional Unit (http://www.rfbd.org/
Boston_Unit.htm), which will manage this program.  
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Office for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth Updates

To: Superintendents, Charter School Leaders, Homeless Education Liaisons and Other Interested 
Parties

From: David P. Driscoll, Commissioner of Education

Date: August 22, 2007

 

This memo is to provide you with updates from the Office for the Education of Homeless Children and 
Youth as you implement the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act:

●     A Snapshot of Homelessness in Massachusetts Public Schools: 2005 Massachusetts Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey and Massachusetts Annual Homeless Enrollment Data is available at www.doe.
mass.edu/mv/05homelessreport.doc. This report represents the first time a housing status question 
had been asked on the Youth Risk Behavior Survey. The data shows:

�❍     An estimation of 48,000 homeless students in the Massachusetts and possibly 
underestimates the number of homeless children and youth in the state;

�❍     That homeless students experience high-risk behaviors; and
�❍     That homeless youth who are enrolled in school have lower risk behaviors when compared to 

homeless youth who are not enrolled in school. This indicates that schools are actually a 
protective factor for homeless students.

In our on-going effort to assist school systems to implement the provisions of the McKinney-Vento Act, the 
Department is issuing additional Homeless Education Advisories on the following aspects of McKinney-
Vento:

●     Homeless Education Advisory 2007 – 9A: Addendum to Homeless Education 
Advisory 2004 9: Children and Youth in State Care or Custody (http://www.doe.mass.
edu/mv/haa/07_9a.html) addresses program design changes to the system that provides children 
and youth who are in the care or custody of the Department of Social Services with short-term 
temporary, transitional or emergency housing.

●     Homeless Education Advisory 2007 – 10: Clarifying the Provision of Transportation 
Requirements for Homeless Students 2002 – 3 (item not yet posted to web, in process) is 
intended to clarify issues/concerns arising from the implementation of transportation for homeless 
students.

In addition, under a separate cover you will receive information regarding the Education for Homeless 
Children and Youth Program Data Collection Report for 2006-07. This Data Report is to be 
completed and returned to the Office for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth by October 17, 
2007. 

If you have questions regarding any of these items, please contact either Peter D. Cirioni at 781-338-6294/ 
pcirioni@doe.mass.edu or Sarah Slautterback at 781-338-6330/sslautterback@doe.mass.edu.  
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Grants and Other Financial Assistance Programs: FY2008

School Redesign: Expanding Learning Time to Support Student 
Success - Planning Grant  
Fund Code: 226

MEMORANDUM

To: Superintendents of Schools 

From: David P. Driscoll, Commissioner of Education

Date: August 16, 2007 

Subject: FY2008 School Redesign: Expanding Learning Time Planning 
Grants 

I am pleased to announce that the School Redesign: Expanding Learning Time to Support Student Success 
Planning Grant Request for Proposals (RFP) is now posted on the Department's website. 

The Expanded Learning Time Planning Grant is intended to support a district's planning activities to use 
longer school days/years as a strategy to raise student achievement. The grant provides resources for: 
districts to plan the innovative redesign of selected schools by adding time to their schedules for English 
language arts, mathematics, and other core subjects; planning time and professional development for 
teachers; and integrated enrichment opportunities for students. Districts will plan to expand the hours and/
or days of operation by adding no less than 300 hours to the current schedule for all students in the 
participating schools. Districts may plan to open the expanded time schools either in September 2008 or 
September 2009. 

Through a competitive process, the Department will award up to $250,000 in planning grants. At least 60 
percent of the grants will go to districts with 25 percent or more students eligible for free or reduced price 
meals. However, all districts are eligible to apply. 

Districts that are awarded planning grants will use the funds to convene principals, school teams, collective 
bargaining representatives, external partners, and others to develop an implementation plan that details 
the structure of their new school day and year and the steps they will take to make the plan operational. 
Districts that develop approvable implementation plans will be eligible for state funding of $1,300 per 
student to establish Expanded Learning Time schools, pending future state appropriation. 

I hope your district will consider this unique opportunity. Please note that the date due for 
applications is Friday, September 28, 2007. For more information, please contact:

Sarah 
McLaughlin 

smclaughlin@doe.mass.edu 781.338.3589;
or 

Diane Beck dbeck@doe.mass.edu 781.338.6302.
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Grants and Other Financial Assistance Programs: FY2008

New Grant Payment Process for FY2008

MEMORANDUM

To: Superintendents, Charter School Leaders, and Executive 
Directors 

From: David P. Driscoll, Commissioner of Education

Date: August 13, 2007 

Subject: New Grant Payment Process for FY2008 

In February 2007, the Department posted on its Grants Information web page a notice concerning changes 
to the required procedures for requesting payments on all Department of Education grants beginning in 
FY2008.

The changes are necessary to comply with Federal and State cash management rules, which require that 
both the Department and its grant recipients have procedures in place that minimize the time that elapses 
between the drawdown of grant funds and the disbursement of those funds.

The Department notified the Massachusetts Association of School Business Officials and met with groups of 
school business managers about the proposed changes during FY2007. With input from those groups, a 
new web based RF-1 (Request for Funds) process has been developed for implementation with all FY2008 
grants. 

The current practice of paying the full amount at initial approval for grant awards of $5,000 or less will 
continue. All grants over $5,000 will be paid on a pro-rated basis depending on the grant total divided by 
the number of months of the grant duration. This will require more frequent requests for funds in smaller 
allotments.

REQUEST FOR CONTROL USERS

Starting in June 2007, a series of informational workshops demonstrating the new system were held at 
several sites around the Commonwealth. To date, more than 300 school districts/agencies have sent 
representatives to these trainings. At these workshops attendees were asked to provide the names and e-
mail addresses of at least two (2) staff who would be identified as "Control Users," and would be individuals 
with authority to submit the new on-line, RF-1 form. The Control Users will be given specific instructions 
and a password to allow them to access the new grants payment center website.

At this time, a number of grantee agencies have yet to respond to this request for Control User information. 
The new payment process is about to become operational, and it is essential that we have Control Users 
identified for every agency.

If your agency has not yet done so, please identify two staff members as your Control Users, and forward 
their names and e-mail addresses to Susan O'Brien at sobrien@doe.mass.edu, as soon as possible.

Thank you in advance for your assistance.
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Grants and Other Financial Assistance Programs: FY2008

Gifted and Talented Services  
Fund Code: 580

Purpose: The purpose of this state-funded grant program is to identify K-8 
advanced, gifted and talented students, and to raise their achievement. 

Priorities: Priority will be given to proposals that:

1.  describe a plan to raise the achievement of a broad range of 
advanced/gifted students using multiple methods and instruments 
to identify them. The identified advanced/gifted students must be 
representative of the student population, including underserved 
students (low-income, minority, disabled, and limited English 
proficient students);

2.  describe existing school or district policies regarding services for 
advanced/gifted students or the intent to develop these policies 
through this grant funding;

3.  identify advanced instructional materials that are aligned closely 
with standards in the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks; and

4.  demonstrate a working partnership among K-16 educators and 
parents and an awareness of current research in the field of 
advanced/gifted education. 

Eligibility: All school districts, charter schools, and educational collaboratives are 
eligible to apply. 

Funding: A total of $500,000 is available. Approximately 15 to 20 grants will be 
awarded. Each applicant may submit a proposal for up to $35,000. 

Fund Use: Funds may be used for professional development, consultants, materials 
for identification, instruction, or assessment of advanced/gifted students, 
fees for programs or online instruction for students, software, stipends, 
substitutes, project administration, and in-state and out-of-state travel for 
adults. Curriculum development, fees or travel expenses for conferences or 
competitions, and expenses for after-school activities during the traditional 
school year are not allowable grant expenditures. 

Project Duration: FY2008 School Year Program Upon Approval - 6/30/2008

FY2009 Summer Program 7/1/2008 - 8/31/2008 

Program Unit: School Performance Evaluation and Leadership Development

Contact: Deborah J. Walker djwalker@doe.mass.edu

Phone Number: (781) 338-3347

Date Due: Monday, October 1, 2007

Competitive proposals must be received at the Department by 
5:00 p.m. on the date due.



Required Forms: FY2008 School Year Program: Part I - General - Program Unit 
Signature Page - (Standard Contract Form and Application for 
Program Grants) 

FY2009 Summer Program: Part I - General - Program Unity 
Signature Page - (Standard Contract Form and Applications for 
Program Grants) 

 Part II Budget Detail Pages (Include both pages) - Instructions

NOTE: Applicants must submit two Standard Contract Forms, 
two Budget Detail Pages, and two Budget Narratives. The first set 
will be for services to be rendered between January 2008 and 
June 30, 2008. The second set should reflect dates and costs 
associated with services to be provided between July 1, 2008 and 
August 31, 2008.

Part III - Required Program Information 

Additional 
Information: 

Appendix 
A 

Submission  
Instructions: 

Submit 3 full sets of the proposal, each with an original signature of the 
Superintendent. Mail to:

Deborah J. Walker 
School Performance Evaluation and Leadership 
Development 
Massachusetts Department of Education 
350 Main Street 
Malden, MA 02148-5023 
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Grants and Other Financial Assistance Programs: FY2008

Gifted and Talented: Planning  
Fund Code: 586

Purpose: The purpose of this state-funded grant program is to provide funding for 
districts committed to building basic knowledge and understanding of how 
to identify and serve a broad range of advanced/gifted students throughout 
the district, beginning with professional development. 

Priorities: Priority will be given to districts with minimal or no services provided 
currently to advanced/gifted students and that demonstrate a district-wide 
commitment to developing a systemic program to identify and serve the 
academic needs of their advanced/gifted students beginning with the 2008-
2009 school year. Highest priority will be given to districts that propose to 
train a team of 3-5 educators, including teachers, principals, and district 
personnel, who will be instrumental in the planning and implementation 
of a gifted and talented program. 

Eligibility: All school districts, charter schools, and educational collaboratives that 
provide no/minimal services to advanced/gifted students are eligible to 
apply. 

Funding: A total of $257,500 is available. Approximately 15 to 20 grants will be 
awarded. Each applicant may submit a proposal for up to $15,000. 

Fund Use: Funds may be used to cover costs of college level courses focused on 
identifying, understanding, and meeting the needs of advanced/gifted 
students (tuition, fees, books, travel). Funds may be used for stipends for 
follow-up team meetings, subsequent to the coursework, to develop a 
program to meet the needs of advanced/gifted students in the school 
district. 

Project Duration: FY2008 School Year Program Upon Approval - 6/30/2008

FY2009 Summer Program 7/1/08 - 8/31/08

Program Unit: School Performance Evaluation and Leadership Development

Contact: Deborah J. Walker djwalker@doe.mass.edu

Phone Number: (781) 338-3347

Date Due: Monday, October 8, 2007

Competitive proposals must be received at the Department by 
5:00 p.m. on the date due.



Required Forms: FY2008 School Year Program: Part I - General - Program Unit 
Signature Page - (Standard Contract Form and Application for 
Program Grants) 

FY2009 Summer Program: Part I - General - Program Unity 
Signature Page - (Standard Contract Form and Applications for 
Program Grants) 

 Part II Budget Detail Pages (Include both pages) - Instructions

NOTE: Applicants must submit two Standard Contract Forms, 
two Budget Detail Pages, and two Budget Narratives. The first set 
will be for services to be rendered between January 2008 and 
June 30, 2008. The second set should reflect dates and costs 
associated with services to be provided between July 1, 2008 and 
August 31, 2008.

Part III - Required Program Information 

Additional 
Information: 

Appendix 
A 

Submission  
Instructions: 

Submit 3 sets, each with an original signature of the Superintendent/
Executive Director. Mail to:

Deborah J. Walker 
School Performance Evaluation and Leadership 
Development 
Massachusetts Department of Education 
350 Main Street 
Malden, MA 02148-5023 
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Constitution Day and Citizenship Day: September 17, 2007

To: Superintendents, Principals and Other Interested Parties

From: David P. Driscoll, Commissioner of Education

Date: August 24, 2007

 

A federal law enacted in December 2004 designates September 17 as "Constitution Day and Citizenship 
Day," to commemorate the signing of the United States Constitution on September 17, 1787. The federal law 
is included in Section 111 of Pub. L. 108-447 (Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2005). It contains the 
following provision in Section 111(b): "Each educational institution that receives Federal funds 
for a fiscal year shall hold an educational program on the United States Constitution on 
September 17 of such year for the students served by the educational institution." The U.S. 
Department of Education has published additional information about the new law at www.ed.gov/
legislation/FedRegister/other/2005-2/052405b.html. 

Many excellent resources are available on why the Constitution was written, how it describes the structure 
of our federal government, and the rights and responsibilities of citizens. Among these are:

Constitution Resources: 
Links to many agencies, libraries, archives, and museums

National Constitution Center: 
Text of the Constitution; timeline of constitutional history, maps, debates; searchable database of topics 
related to the Constitution, such as civil rights, school prayer and Supreme Court decisions 

National Archives:  
Description of how the Constitution was created and ratified; biographies of the delegates to the 
Constitutional Convention in 1787

Library of Congress:  

Text of the Constitution and other primary documents relating to it 

Role of the Continental Congress during the Revolution, including relations with Native Americans

Text of the Federalist Papers and history of the debates about ratifying the Constitution

 
The Center for Civic Education:  
Lessons for Kindergarten, grades 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12

Discovering Justice (at the Moakley Federal Courthouse, Boston):  
A curriculum for the early elementary grades, dramatic presentations of historic cases and legal issues for 
middle and high school, courthouse tours and resources on the US legal system and important cases 

First Amendment Schools: 
Information and lesson plans on the First Amendment in the Bill of Rights

The Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Framework: 
Massachusetts standards for learning about U. S. history, civics, government

I hope you will find these resources useful. For further information about the role of schools in 



commemorating Constitution Day and Citizenship Day, please contact: John Chiang Keh, Content 
Specialist for History & Social Sciences, at (781) 338-6226 or jkeh@doe.mass.edu.
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