On September 2, 1945, General Douglas MacArthur, commander of the U.S. forces in the Pacific during
World War II, accepted the formal surrender of Japan. The war ended after the cities of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki were bombed, the final offensive of the U.S. forces. Read this excerpt from the speech MacArthur
delivered during the surrender ceremony, and then answer the questions that follow.
from

Speech at the surrender of Japan,
ending World War II
by General Douglas MacArthur
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Today the guns are silent. A great tragedy has ended. A great victory has been won. The skies
no longer rain death. The seas bear only commerce. Men everywhere walk upright in the
sunlight. The entire world lies quietly at peace. The holy mission has been completed. And in
reporting this to you, the people, I speak for the thousands of silent lips forever stilled among
the jungles and the beaches and in the deep waters of the Pacific which marked the way. I
speak for the unnamed brave millions homeward bound to take up the challenge of that future
which they did so much to salvage from the brink of disaster.
As I look back on the long, tortuous trail from those grim days of Bataan and Corregidor,*
when an entire world lived in fear, when democracy was on the defensive everywhere, when
modern civilization trembled in the balance, I thank a merciful God that he has given us the
faith, the courage, and the power from which to mold victory. We have known the bitterness of
defeat and the exultation of triumph, and from both we have learned there can be no turning
back. We must go forward to preserve in peace what we won in war.
A new era is upon us. Even the lesson of victory itself brings with it profound concern both
for our future security and the survival of civilization. The destructiveness of the war potential,
through progressive advances in scientific discovery, has in fact now reached a point which
revises the traditional concept of war.
Men since the beginning of time have sought peace. Various methods through the ages
have been attempted to devise an international process to prevent or settle disputes between
nations. From the very start, workable methods were found insofar as individual citizens were
concerned, but the mechanics of an instrumentality of larger international scope have never
been successful. Military alliances, balances of power, leagues of nations—all in turn failed,
leaving the only path to be by way of the crucible of war. The utter destructiveness of war now
blots out this alternative. We have had our last chance. If we will not devise some greater and
more equitable system, Armageddon will be at our door. . . .
To the Pacific basin has come the vista of a new emancipated world. Today, freedom is on
the offensive, democracy is on the march. Today, in Asia as well as in Europe, unshackled
peoples are tasting the full sweetness of liberty, the relief from fear. In the Philippines,
America has evolved a model for this new free world of Asia. In the Philippines, America
has demonstrated that peoples of the East and peoples of the West may walk side by side in
mutual respect and with mutual benefit. The history of our sovereignty there has now the full
confidence of the East.

* Bataan and Corregidor — major battles of World War II
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And so, my fellow countrymen, today I report to you that your sons and daughters have
served you well and faithfully with the calm, deliberate, determined fighting spirit of the
American soldier and sailor based upon a tradition of historical truth, as against the fanaticism
of an enemy supported only by mythological fiction. Their spiritual strength and power has
brought us through to victory. They are homeward bound. Take care of them.
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