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ESE’s work on Career Development Education is led by the College and Career Readiness office, whose mission is to help 
prepare students for Success after High School. 
 
VISTA data source: principals survey, question D6, D7. 

Do students have the opportunity to engage in, career development education and 
do schools provide resources to support its implementation? 

Approximately 40% of principals report their schools offer students career development education (CDE). Most 
schools (~75%) capture the most important elements needed to implement CDE for their students. For example, a 
large majority of schools use a college and career readiness framework to help them implement CDE, provide 
students with the resources to explore and research their career interests, sponsor CDE events such as job fairs, 
and engage students with the business community. Schools less commonly offer students real-life work 
experiences through career immersion work-based learning (61%) or through providing a career pathway 
approach, so students can take courses designed for specific industries (60%).  

ESE Policy Highlight 

MassCore is a rigorous and comprehensive 
four year course of high school study 
recommended by the Commonwealth as 
preparation for college and career. MassCore 
is also the vehicle through which high school 
students can engage in opportunities for 
hands-on application and exploration of new 
areas of knowledge and experiences.  

ESE Resources Available 
 

Connecting Activities (CA) is an ESE initiative that 
leverages a statewide infrastructure to support college and 
career readines for all students. It establishes public-
private partnerships (through 16 local workforce 
investment boards) to connect schools and businesses 
that result in structured work-based learning experiences 
for students. ESE’s CDE and CA initiative web pages 
provide information that can help connect students to 
potential work-based learning opportunities. 

Most districts 
that support 
student CDE 
have built the 
systems needed 
to ensure its 
successful 
implementation. 
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http://www.doe.mass.edu/ccr/masscore/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/cd/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/connect/
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