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Are common assessments being used in teacher evaluation systems and, if so, do 

educators find them useful?  

Common 

assessments are 

used for—and 

considered a useful 

part of—educator 

evaluation and 

improvement 

% agree somewhat + agree strongly Superintendent Principal 

Common assessments such as district-determined     

measures ... 

 

are used to improve educator (teacher) practice 88 91 

are well aligned to the content teachers teach 91 90 

are well aligned to non-instructional staff roles 58 65 

are a useful part of an educator's evaluation 78 81 

VISTA data source: 2017 superintendent C7.2 f, a, b, i and principal survey C7.2 e, a, b, and h; weighted to represent all 

Massachusetts districts and schools 

Common assessments are widely used in educator evaluation. More than 72% of districts and 62% of schools report 

using common assessments as an evidence source for the evaluation of the majority of their districts’ teachers.  

When common assessments are used as a source of evidence in educator evaluation, large majorities of district and 

school leaders find them useful (78% of superintendents and 81% of principals) and indicate that they are used to 

improve teacher practice (88% of superintendents and 91% of principals). Common assessments are used in the 

evaluation of non-instructional staff as well as instructional staff. While respondents largely agree that the common 

assessments are well aligned to the content teachers teach (91% of superintendents and 90% of principals), smaller 

majorities (58% of superintendents and 65% of principals) agree that the common assessments used in the 

evaluation of non-instructional staff are well aligned to their roles. 

ESE Policy Highlight 

Districts are required to use evidence of student 

learning as one source of evidence for determining an 

educator's Summative Performance Rating. Evidence 

can come from statewide growth measures, common 

district assessments, or classroom assessments.  

ESE Resources 

 Educator evaluation system implementation resources 

for schools and districts 

 Regulatory guidance on using evidence of student 

learning in educator evaluation 

 Guidance on developing common assessments 

 Inclusive practice tools related to common assessments 

ESE’s work on educator evaluation is led by the Center for Instructional Support, whose mission is to ensure that all 
students, especially students of color, economically disadvantaged students, students with disabilities, and English 
learners, have access to effective teachers and administrators. 

Contact OPR with questions: Shelagh Peoples, speoples@doe.mass.edu 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/edeval/resources/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=24266
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