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Superintendents and principals were asked their opinion on whether they have the human resources to address 

students’ SEL needs, and if they coordinate with external resources (community and family) to aid their student 

support systems. Approximately two-thirds of superintendents (68%) agree somewhat or strongly that their districts 

have a sufficient number of specialists (such as counselors) to address students’ SEL needs; in comparison, less than 

half of all principals (48%) expressed similar agreement. Less than a quarter of both groups of educators strongly 

agreed with the statement. In contrast, more than 90% of superintendents and principals agree somewhat or 

strongly that they coordinate supports with students’ families to address their children’s SEL needs, with a third of 

each group strongly agreeing with the statement. Similar large majorities of educators feel that their districts (86%) 

and schools (76%) coordinate services with available community resources. 

DESE Policy Highlight 

In October 2018, DESE received a five-year School Climate 

Transformation Grant from the federal government. DESE plans to 

develop a new Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) Academy to 

supplement the existing Academies focused on PBIS, Tiered Math, Tiered 

Literacy, Inclusive Tier 1 Instruction, and Systemic Student Support. This 

new opportunity will provide schools and districts with three years of 

professional development, coaching, and technical assistance in order to 

build the capacity and infrastructure required to address students’ social 

emotional learning and mental health needs. Although all districts will be 

eligible to apply for this opportunity, preference will be given to those 

serving schools identified as needing broad/comprehensive or targeted/

focused support. This new Academy will significantly strengthen DESE’s 

system for supporting the holistic implementation of MTSS. 

DESE’s work on social and emotional learning (SEL) is a collaborative effort that pulls resources from many program offices, including but not 

limited to the Centers for Educational Options, Instructional Supports, and District Supports. 

Contact OPR with questions about the VISTA survey: Shelagh Peoples, speoples@doe.mass.edu 

Districts and schools 

coordinate SEL student 

supports with external 
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Do districts and schools have access to specialists to help them address students’     

social and emotional learning (SEL) needs, and how well do they coordinate support? 

DESE Resources  

 Student and family support 

 Family and community engagement 

 Safe and Supportive Learning Environments  

 Massachusetts Tiered System of Support (MTSS) 

 Multi-Tiered Systems of Support Academy 

 Social and Emotional Learning   

 Views of Climate and Learning (VOCAL) school 

climate student survey  

VISTA data source: 2018 superintendent  (Supt.) survey question D2; principal D6 

% agree somewhat or agree strongly (% agree strongly) Supt. Principal 

My district (school) has sufficient number of specialists 
(e.g., counselors, social workers) to address students’ SEL 
needs. 

68 (22) 48 (16) 

My district (school) coordinates with community resources 
(e.g., psychological services, youth organizations, hospitals) 
to support students’ SEL. 

86 (30) 76 (28) 

My district (school ) coordinates with students’ families to 
support students’ SEL needs. 

91 (33) 92 (34) 
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