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Office of Planning and Research 

Do educators use DESE’s data resources and, if so, how useful are these resources for 
educators? 

DESE’s data 

resources vary in 

usage rates, but  

the majority of 

superintendents 

and principals 

that use them find 

them helpful. 

VISTA data source: Superintendent survey question E3; principal E3; 

DESE’s strategic planning work is led by the Office of Planning and Research, whose mission is to help DESE and the field imple-

ment effective policy and programs and make effective use decisions to improve student outcomes.  

Contact OPR with questions about the VISTA survey: Shelagh Peoples, speoples@doe.mass.edu 

For each data resource in the table, DESE first asked superintendents and principals if they had heard of the resource 

and, if so, whether educators used the resource. Of those that used the resource, we asked how helpful the resource 

was. Educators largely used and value DESE’s Profiles data tool (superintendent: 96% use, 92% helpful; principal: 

90%; 91% ) and the summary DART tool (superintendent: 94%, 91%; principal: 78%, 82%). Educators use DESE’s 

targeted DART tools to a lesser extent, but of those that use them, 8 in 10 superintendents (and over 6 in 10 

principals) find them helpful. DESE’s EWIS data tool is used by a majority of superintendents (73%) and principals 

(64%); over 7 in 10 of both groups find the EWIS tool helpful. A majority of superintendents use and value DESE’s 

RADAR reports (65%, 83%). DESE’s SLE reports are used by relatively few educators, but over 7 in 10 of educators 

who use them find them helpful. 

DESE Policy Highlight 

DESE’s “How Do We Know” initiative provides  

educators with information on how to use, 

build, and share evidence to improve student 

outcomes. Data is one form of evidence that 

educators can use to guide policies and      

programming choices, and to evaluate  

whether their policies and programs are   

maximizing student success. 

DESE Resources 

 School and District Profiles 

 District Analysis Review Tool (DART) 

 Early Warning Indicator System data resides in Edwin Analytics 

 Resource Allocation and District Action Reports (RADAR) 

 Student Learning Experience reports reside in Edwin Analytics 

Superintendent 

 esource 
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  hel ful or 
 er  hel ful 

  re or n  
use 

  hel ful or 
 er  hel ful 

Profiles (state data website)  96 92 90 91 

DART (trends over time, comparisons to 
similar districts schools, graphs)  

94 91 78 82 

DART Detail: Success A er High School  72 79 39 67 

DART Detail: English Language Learners  78 83 57 75 

DART Detail: Staffing and Finance  83 85 46 70 

Early Warning Indicator System (EWIS)  73 79 64 73 

Resource Allocation and District Action 
(RADAR) Reports 

65 83 27 67 

Student Learning Experience reports (SLE) 28 75 25 72 

Principal 

mailto:speoples@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/research/howdoweknow/
http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/dart
http://www.doe.mass.edu/ccr/ewi/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edwin/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/research/radar/
http://www.mass.gov/edu/government/departments-and-boards/ese/programs/digital-learning/data-in-action/edwin-analytics/student-learning-experience-report-.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edwin/

