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How have superintendent perceptions of DESE’s performance changed over time in 
relation to using data and evidence? 

Superintendents agree  

that DESE’s grants, policies, 

and programs encourage      

districts to use data and 

evidence strategically. 

DESE’s strategic planning work is led by the Office of Planning and Research, whose mission is to help DESE and the field imple-
ment effective policy and programs and make effective use decisions to improve student outcomes.  

Contact OPR with questions: Shelagh Peoples, speoples@doe.mass.edu  

In 2018 more than seven in ten superintendents agreed that DESE’s grants, policies and programs encourage districts 

to use data and evidence in their everyday work, in strategic planning, and in selecting educational interventions and 

initiatives. These data confirm and, in some cases, improve upon superintendent responses to the same questions in 

2017. The percent of superintendents who agreed somewhat or strongly that they make the connection between 

DESE’s grant programs and their strategic plan increased from 61% in 2017 to 70% in 2017. Just over three-quarters 

of all superintendents in 2017 and in 2018 felt that DESE’s policies, programs and grants help their districts use data 

and evidence to inform their work. When asked if DESE’s policies, programs and grants encourage their district to 

use data and evidence to select interventions and initiatives specifically, the percentage of superintendents agreeing 

increased from 74% in 2017 to 83% in 2018. 

VISTA 2018 data sources: superintendent E2; 2017: superintendent  

DESE Policy Highlight 

To prepare all students for success after high school, DESE’s 

strategic plan focuses on five core strategies:  

 Strengthen curriculum, instruction, and assessment 

 Improve educator effectiveness 

 Support social and emotional learning, health, and safety 

 Turn around the lowest performing districts and schools 

 Enhance resource allocation and data use 

DESE Resources 

 Summary of DESE’s strategic plan 

 DESE’s full strategic plan 

 Resource Allocation and District Action Reports 

(RADAR) 

 How do we know initiative  (using, building, and 

sharing evidence to improve student outcomes) 

 Views of Instruction, State Standards, Teaching, 

and Assessment survey (VISTA) 

  agree somewhat or agree strongl  Superintendent 

          

ESE’s grant programs and applications encourage my district to 

connect grant-funded activities to our district strategic plan.  

61 70 

ESE’s policies, programs, and grants encourage my district to 

generate data and evidence about the implementation and 

impact of our work.  

76 77 

ESE’s policies, programs, and grants encourage my district to 

use data and evidence in selecting interventions and initiatives.  

74 83 
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