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The Views on Instruction, State Standards, Teaching, and Assessment (VISTA) survey is an annual survey sponsored by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE). All Massachusetts principals and superintendents were invited to participate; approximately 40% of districts participated; and survey findings were weighted to represent all districts and schools. For more details on the 2019 administration and additional results, see the VISTA webpage (MA VISTA Research). 

The two charts below include information from questions related to access to services. The responses illustrate administrators’ perspectives about some of the challenges school and districts are facing vis a vis having access to sufficient personnel and resources, in both school and the community, to help develop and address students’ social-emotional, mental, and behavioral health needs. 

Chart 1: Principals were asked to what extent each of the following is a challenge to their school community's efforts to develop & address students' social-emotional, mental & behavioral health needs?

Chart 2: Superintendents were asked to what extent they agreed with the following statements with regard to social and emotional learning, when thinking of their district's student and staff support systems.
          
Disagree Strongly	
My district has access to sufficient community resources (e.g., psychological services, youth organizations, hospitals) to support students' SEL.	My district has a sufficient number of specialists (e.g., counselors, social workers) to address students' SEL needs.	0.17	0.13	Disagree Somewhat	
My district has access to sufficient community resources (e.g., psychological services, youth organizations, hospitals) to support students' SEL.	My district has a sufficient number of specialists (e.g., counselors, social workers) to address students' SEL needs.	0.36	0.23	Agree Somewhat	
My district has access to sufficient community resources (e.g., psychological services, youth organizations, hospitals) to support students' SEL.	My district has a sufficient number of specialists (e.g., counselors, social workers) to address students' SEL needs.	0.34	0.49	Agree Strongly	
My district has access to sufficient community resources (e.g., psychological services, youth organizations, hospitals) to support students' SEL.	My district has a sufficient number of specialists (e.g., counselors, social workers) to address students' SEL needs.	0.12	0.14000000000000001	TYPE OF RESOURCE


PRINCIPAL RESPONSE RATE PER AGREEMENT LEVEL




Major Challenge	
Funding to pay for available services	Availability of social-emotional, mental, and behavioral health services for students that meet their needs clinically, linguistically, culturally, and developmentally	Transportation to and/or from existing services	Prevention and promotion efforts that help decrease the need for more intensive services for students	0.6	0.49	0.49	0.42	Moderate Challenge	
Funding to pay for available services	Availability of social-emotional, mental, and behavioral health services for students that meet their needs clinically, linguistically, culturally, and developmentally	Transportation to and/or from existing services	Prevention and promotion efforts that help decrease the need for more intensive services for students	0.28999999999999998	0.37	0.28000000000000003	0.44	Minor Challenge	
Funding to pay for available services	Availability of social-emotional, mental, and behavioral health services for students that meet their needs clinically, linguistically, culturally, and developmentally	Transportation to and/or from existing services	Prevention and promotion efforts that help decrease the need for more intensive services for students	0.1	0.11	0.15	0.11	Not a Challenge	
Funding to pay for available services	Availability of social-emotional, mental, and behavioral health services for students that meet their needs clinically, linguistically, culturally, and developmentally	Transportation to and/or from existing services	Prevention and promotion efforts that help decrease the need for more intensive services for students	0.02	0.02	0.08	0.03	TYPE OF CHALLENGE


PRINIPAL RESPONSE RATE PER CHALLENGE LEVEL




