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Executive Office of Health and Human Services

Office of Medicaid

One Ashburton Place

Boston, MA  02108
To: 
Special Education Directors

From: 
Christy Bonstelle, Director of School-Based and Cross-Agency Programs,

Massachusetts Office of Medicaid

Marcia Mittnacht, State Director of Special Education, 

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education,

Date:
June 18, 2008

RE: 
Parental authorization to share information with MassHealth for the purpose of billing the Municipal Medicaid Program

Parents and guardians of students with Individual Education Plans (IEPs) have the right to decide if they want to give school districts permission to share information with MassHealth for the purpose of billing the Municipal Medicaid program.  Occasionally, parents and guardians have expressed concerns that granting schools this permission will affect the MassHealth benefits that the students may receive.  We are sending this memo to bring your attention to the attached Municipally Based Health Services Bulletin, which clarifies that giving a school district permission to claim reimbursement through the Municipal Medicaid Program does not alter or reduce the benefits that students are entitled to receive from MassHealth.  We encourage special education directors to share this memorandum and the attached bulletin with parents who express concern about giving permission for access to MassHealth. 

Municipally Based Health Services Bulletin:
http://www.mass.gov/Eeohhs2/docs/masshealth/bull_2008/muni-14.pdf
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