
ACTION VERBS TO ASSIST 
WRITING OBJECTIVES 

 

Knowledge 
count              recall 
define            recite 
draw              recognize 
identify          record 
list                repeat 
name            state 
point              tabulate 
quote             trace 
read              write 

Comprehension 
associate          distinguish 
classify            estimate 
compare          extrapolate 
compute          interpret 
contrast           interpolate 
describe          predict 
differentiate    translate 
discuss 

Application 
apply                    solve 
calculate               use 
classify                 utilize 
complete              relate 
demonstrate         practice 
employ                 illustrate 
examine 

Analysis 
analyze             group 
arrange             infer 
combine           order 
construct          relate 
create               separate 
design              summarize 
detect               transform 
develop            formulate 
explain             generalize 

Synthesis 
integrate  prepare 
prescribe plan 
produce  propose 
plan  specify 

COMPLEX 

SIMPLE
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