

Digital Learning Advisory Council Agenda

Digital Learning Advisory Council[footnoteRef:2]:	October 21, 2026 [2:  The 2013 virtual schools legislation (Chapter 379 of the Acts of 2012, An Act Establishing Commonwealth Virtual Schools) created a Digital Learning Advisory Council to advise the Board and the Commissioner on:
The development of policies guiding virtual schools, supplemental online courses, education technology, and other matters related to virtual education.
The identification of best practices to encourage online education to complement classroom instruction in district schools.
The assessment of the appropriateness of the fee that the Department may retain for the administration of the virtual school program.] 

Time:		12:30 PM – 2:00 PM
General Public Registration: 		Zoom Registration Link
Location: 		Remote Participation - Online
Attendee Information: 		Digital Learning Advisory Council (DLAC)

· [bookmark: _30j0zll]Welcome 

· Introductions of Remote Participants 

· Review and Approve Minutes from May 13, 2026, DLAC Meeting (roll call)

· Advisory Council Open Meeting Law Compliance: Action Item (5 min)	
· See the email sent to DLAC members on Friday, October 15th. Members must update their Open Meeting Law paperwork by November 3, 2026. Review the information on the Massachusetts Open Meeting Law (OML) and sign and submit the certificate confirming that you received and reviewed the OML materials. Electronic signatures are perfectly acceptable. Please see: 
· Open Meeting Statute 
· Open Meeting Law Regulations
· General Website
· Frequently Asked Questions about the OML: Deliberation and Electronic Communication
· DESE’s Updates on CMVS/SDVS/Ed Technology (Alison Bagg, A.J. Cote, and Ruth Hersh) and Q+A (15 min)
· Please read updates from DESE below and come to DLAC with any questions. 

Current Commonwealth of Massachusetts Virtual Schools (CMVS) and Fall 2026 Updates

CMVS Open: Massachusetts has three Commonwealth virtual schools operating during the 2026–2027 school year:
· Greater Commonwealth Virtual School (GCVS) — serving grades K–12.
· Massachusetts Connections Academy Commonwealth Virtual School (MassCA) -formerly TEC Connections Academy Commonwealth Virtual School (TECCA), serving grades K–12.
· Felix Commonwealth Virtual School (FCVS) - opened September 2, 2026, initially serving grades 9 and 10.

DESE references:
· Public Virtual Schools — Main Website
· March 2026 Board Memorandum — CMVS Renewals and Conditions
· September 2026 Board Memorandum — CMVS Authorizing Overview

New School CMVS Application Process: The Department's 2026–2027 CMVS application process has been completed. The Department received one prospectus proposing a new K-12 virtual school model combining statewide online instruction with outdoor and character-development programming. The Commissioner did not invite the Great Hills Applicant group to submit a final application. While the submission partially addressed several application criteria, it did not substantially meet criteria or demonstrate readiness for the final application stage. The prospectus provided limited information about the educational program partner’s demonstration of positive academic results. 
· Thanks to DLAC members who participated in the review process; your thoughts and input were invaluable

CMVS Authorizing: Board Memorandum: At its September 22, 2026 meeting, the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education received an authorizing overview from Commissioner Pedro Martinez. The memorandum describes the statutory and operational distinctions between Commonwealth of Massachusetts Virtual Schools and Single District Virtual Schools.
· Board memorandum
· Types of Virtual Schools attachment

Single District Virtual Schools: There are currently nine school districts operating Single District Virtual Schools. Two of these schools are new, one in New Bedford and one in Fall River. Information about these schools and guidance for districts is available at: https://www.doe.mass.edu/cmvs/sdvs/default.html 

Student Learning Time Waiver: https://www.doe.mass.edu/redesign/sltwaiver.html 
Massachusetts allows school districts to apply for a Student Learning Time (SLT) Waiver through the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) to implement innovative educational programs and schedules that may not meet the state's traditional instructional time requirements. Under 603 CMR 27.00, Massachusetts generally requires 180 school days annually, with at least 900 hours of structured learning time for elementary students and 990 hours for secondary students. The waiver process provides flexibility for districts to pursue alternative instructional models, including personalized learning, virtual programming, and other innovative approaches designed to address unmet student needs. Currently, eight districts have been granted waivers for specific aspects of the student learning time requirements: 

	District
	School or specialized program
	Students served
	Instructional model
	Waiver status

	Fall River
	FLEX Pathway at Evolve Academy
	Up to 30; approved for grades 11–12
	Virtual/hybrid, competency- and project-based learning, daily check-ins
	2026–28

	Framingham
	Framingham High School Academy at Thayer
	Up to 150; grades 10–12
	Blended learning, individualized plans, work-study
	2026–28

	Palmer
	Palmer Achieve and Excel Academy
	Up to 15; grades 10–12
	Virtual/hybrid, flexible student-centered instruction
	2026–27

	Quabbin Regional
	New Horizons Academy
	Approximately 15; grades 9–12
	In-person and online learning, individualized academics, group therapy
	2026–27

	Springfield
	Aspire Academy
	Approximately 90–130; grades 9–12
	Hybrid, competency-based learning, career and college partnerships
	2026–28

	Westfield
	Westfield Virtual Pathway
	Up to 110; grades 9–12
	Synchronous remote instruction
	2026–27

	Holyoke
	High School Opportunity Academy
	Approximately 25; grades 10–12
	Remote/hybrid, flexible instruction
	2025–27

	Lawrence
	RISE Academy Night School Program at Lawrence High School
	Up to 40; grades 10–12
	Evening in-person classes, asynchronous learning, work/volunteer requirements
	2025–27



· DLAC 2025-26 Annual Report – Report will be provided to the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education at a future meeting. The DLAC reviewed this report in June. 
· CMVS 2025 Legislative Report will be shared with DLAC members when finalized. 

Education Technology Updates 

1. AI Updates:
The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) offers a growing collection of resources to help educators and school leaders navigate artificial intelligence thoughtfully and responsibly. The Artificial Intelligence in K–12 Schools resource hub includes Massachusetts Guidance for AI in K-12 implementation and policy development, an AI Literacy for Educators course with a certificate-of-completion option, recorded webinars, and ready-to-use facilitation guides and slides for professional learning. Educators can also explore curated resources focused on AI readiness, classroom integration, accessibility, data privacy, academic integrity, policy development, and AI literacy instruction.

New to the collection! Thanks to the dedication and hard work of our AI Consultant and the 2025-2026 AI Task Force, we’d like to introduce two new resources for schools and districts for this school year:

The AI Planning and Implementation Companion: Designed specifically for school and district leaders to provide a strategic roadmap to help outline a process forward and transition toward proactive and thoughtful AI integration.

The Pedagogy & Principles Scenarios: Designed for educators, specialists, and school leaders to serve as an interactive resource that shifts the focus from the technical "how" of generative AI to a “why”-based examination grounded in pedagogy and DESE's AI Literacy principles.

Whether your school or district is just beginning the conversation about AI or developing more formal practices and policies, DESE’s resources provide a helpful starting point for building shared understanding and supporting responsible AI use.

2. AI Community of Practice
The K-12 AI Community of Practice (AICoP) is a yearlong learning and implementation initiative for Massachusetts school-system leaders and educators (i.e., Public, Charter, CTE, Approved Special Education, and Collaboratives). Separate leader and educator tracks, combined with periodic cross-role sessions, will help participants interpret and apply Massachusetts K-12 AI guidance; strengthen AI literacy; develop responsible local policies, practices, professional learning, and classroom expectations; and learn from implementation across varied contexts. Participant-generated use cases and feedback will inform future statewide resources, guidance, and support.    
     
Share this opportunity and join with colleagues! Everyone is welcome. Schools and districts are encouraged to have multiple educators and leaders join, when possible, but joining as an individual is completely acceptable as well. Participating with your district colleagues creates opportunities to continue the work between sessions, support one another, and put new ideas and practices into action locally.

The one-hour virtual monthly meetings will be held on Tuesdays. Save the dates: 3 pm (educators) and 4 pm (administrators).10/20, 11/10, 12/08, 01/12, 02/09, 03/09, 04/13, 05/11, 06/08.

To register for the AI-CoP, you’ll be asked to complete a short self-assessment. At the conclusion of the self-assessment, you will be able to register for the AI-CoP. Use the button below.

3. EdTech Leader Network
The EdTech Leader Network is a statewide, open-access professional learning and collaboration network for Massachusetts district and school-system leaders in educational technology, digital learning, data, and related areas from traditional public, charter, virtual, vocational-technical, and collaborative schools.

Through virtual sessions, the Network provides timely DESE updates, practical guidance, examples from the field, structured peer problem-solving, and two-way feedback between the Department and local systems.

SY26-27 content will connect effective and equitable technology systems to DESE’s Educational Vision and the Standards of Effective Teaching Practice and Standards of Effective Administrative Leadership Practice, with explicit attention to how technology supports Standard I: Curriculum, Planning, and Assessment, Standard II: Teaching All Students, Standard III: Family and Community Engagement, and Standard IV: Professional Culture.

Meetings are held on Wednesdays at 3 pm on 10/07, 11/05* (*Note this date is a Thursday), 12/02, 01/06, 02/03, 03/03, 04/07, 05/5, 06/02.  

4. Helpful resource: How can state leaders navigate increasingly complex conversations about educational technology and screen time? 
A new Leadership Brief Series from FullScale and SETDA, developed through the Using Research Evidence Collaborative, a joint initiative between the organizations funded by the WT Grant Foundation, offers four practical resources designed to bring greater specificity, evidence, and judgment to these conversations. The briefs can be used individually or as a complete set, depending on the conversation or decision at hand.

· Consider the Commissioner Charge (5 Min): DLAC charge SY26 and SY27 (finalized February 29):
· For its 2026 (and 2027) Charge, the Digital Learning Advisory Council, as established under the 2013 virtual schools legislation (Chapter 379 of the Acts of 2012, An Act Establishing Commonwealth Virtual Schools), shall advise the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE), the Board, and the Commissioner on digital learning and virtual education. This includes the development of policies and identification of best practices related to virtual schools, supplemental online courses, education technology, and other digital instructional strategies, including innovative technologies such as artificial intelligence, in alignment with the Commissioner’s priorities of Power of Presence, Literacy Launch, Accelerating Achievement, and Future Focused Learning. 
· The Council shall advise DESE on how digital and virtual learning models can support schools in meeting MassCore and state graduation requirements; expand equitable access to advanced coursework; increase student choice and agency; and broaden student exposure to career pathways and postsecondary education opportunities across Massachusetts, while promoting deeper learning experiences that are real-world, relevant, and responsive to diverse learners, including students with disabilities and English language learners. 
· In carrying out this charge, the DLAC’s work shall advance DESE’s strategic objectives by cultivating systems that support the whole student and foster joyful, healthy, and inclusive learning environments; reimagining the high school experience to strengthen college and career pathways and supporting the development and effective use of a diverse, well-prepared educator workforce through high-quality digital and virtual learning models. 

· 2026-27 Item for DLAC discussion – Topic Chosen from last year (60 Min)
· Exploring policy landscape for course sharing models to support MassCore and graduation requirements. 

· 2026-27 Meeting Schedule (5 min)
· October 21, 2026, 12:30-2:00 
· January 20, 2027, 12:30-2:00 
· May 5, 2027, 12:30-2:00 

· Adjourn
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