Racial Imbalance Advisory Council (RIAC) Minutes
Monday, March 9, 2026
9:30 – 11:00 a.m.
Online Remote Participation (Zoom)

Council Members in Attendance: Laura Assade; Lateefah Franck, M.Ed.; Renée Heywood, Ph.D.; Laurie Hunter, M.Ed., Ed.D.; Josephine M. Kim, Ph.D., LMHC, NCC; José Lugo, M.A.; Monica Roberts; Darlene Spencer
Council Members Not in Attendance: Matt Brunell, J.D.; Lamikco T. Magee, M.Ed., J.D., Ph.D.; Julia Jarquin; Mari Keleshian

General Council Business
· January 29, 2026 meeting minutes were approved with one abstention due to not having reviewed the minutes.

Update: DESE’s Strategic Foci (Teach Tomorrow)
· Council members reviewed notes capturing feedback the council provided on the Teach Tomorrow Strategic Focus during the January meeting and confirmed that the notes well-represented their feedback. 
· Senior Associate Commissioner Darcy Fernandes shared the DESE Strategic Priorities and asked the Council to provide feedback on these priorities to be discussed with the Commissioner. 
· Future Focused
· What is the role of families in supporting this priority? How can families and caregivers be informed of their students’ progress? 
· Tension between preparing students for postsecondary goals and the high cost of higher education. 
· Role of guidance counselors and advising underserved students and students in low-performing schools have less access to advising on post-secondary options and next steps. 
· Accelerating Achievement 
· A council member brought up declining enrollment and how to support low-performing schools and consider impact when setting goals 
· Power of Presence 
· Does student attendance always need to be physical, or can virtual attendance be considered? 
· Attendance must be in person, apart from the Commonwealth’s two virtual schools. 
· Council members suggested DESE consider guidance to high schools emphasizing belonging, engagement, and family partnerships over punitive measures 
· Mass Literacy 
· Striking that 70% of students w. learning differences are dyslexic but aren’t categorized as being high needs; need to think about approach to evaluation.
· Early literacy is pK-3.
· Hopefully state can figure out how to maintain current grant funding to support literacy.
· Question: What opportunities exist for teachers of higher grades to participate in professional learning about the science of reading, identifying dyslexia, etc to support students in upper elementary and secondary schools?
· Supporting All Students 
· Council members raised increasing disproportionality and competing demands to not over-identify, but also to not miss any students either. 
· Teach Tomorrow
· Council members raised intersection of non-profits and educator preparation. 
· EOE grant funding is forthcoming for non-profit partnerships.
· Council member raised the idea of a pathway pipeline for retired educators to support.
· Retired educators can also support through high-dosage tutoring roles. 

SY25-27 RIAC Charge Overview & Planning
· DESE provided an update on the RIAC charge: 
· The language is pending confirmation by the Commissioner and the following charge has been approved for all advisory councils: Provide recommendations to support the new DESE 5-year strategic plan priorities and goals.
· Chair Roberts proposed adding a second meeting date in March and a meeting in April to reconvene after the Council’s charges have been confirmed. Meeting time will be used to divide into smaller groups working on each charge. 
· DESE will follow up with the names of the 3 non-profits awarded by EOE and will follow up with Katherine Tarca regarding a report on the Media Literacy in Massachusetts report from 2025.
	
	
	



