


Racial Imbalance Advisory Council (RIAC) Minutes
Monday, June 15, 2026
9:30 – 10:00 a.m.
Online Remote Participation (Zoom)

Council Members in Attendance: Laura Assade; Matt Brunell, J.D.; Lateefah Franck, M.Ed.; Renée Heywood, Ph.D., José Lugo, M.A.; Lamikco T. Magee, M.Ed., J.D., Ph.D.; Monica Roberts; Darlene Spencer
Council Members Not in Attendance: Laurie Hunter, M.Ed., Ed.D.; Julia Jarquin; Mari Keleshian; Josephine M. Kim, Ph.D., LMHC, NCC

General Council Business
· Approved May 4, 2026 meeting minutes.

Advisory Council Updates 
· The following charges for FY26 and FY27 are aligned with the Commissioner’s priorities and strategic objectives and will remain in place for next year
· Recommend policies and practices to DESE that help school committees understand imbalances within and across district lines, with the goals of increasing access to high-performing schools, reducing disparities in students’ achievement, and enhancing students’ sense of belonging.  
· Recommend strategies to DESE to increase teacher diversity and effectiveness, including the role of school committees in setting clear expectations and providing effective oversight to superintendents, in order to improve students' academic outcomes and experiences of belonging.
· Provide recommendations to support the new DESE 5-year strategic plan priorities and goals.
· The 2025 – 2026 year is a transition year, and the Commissioner wants to engage the advisory councils in his strategic planning. Unless required by state law to issue an annual report each year, councils should plan to issue their next annual report in June of 2027.
· 2025-2026 counts towards council members 3-year term, capped at two consecutive terms, since at least one advisory council meeting was held this year. Membership emails will be sent this month to confirm participation for the upcoming year.
· Councilmembers should direct any questions regarding the ongoing lawsuit to Deputy Commissioner Woo. Though councilmembers are not able to speak on it as a RIAC member, they can do so in their capacity as a private citizen.
· Councilmembers will be responsible for notetaking beginning next year and the liaison will focus on supporting the management of posted materials, like other advisory councils.  
· Notetaking duties will be shared across members and will be supported through the ability for panelists to request transcription which will then be shared with the notetaker to complete their draft minutes.


	
	
	



