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Meeting of the Massachusetts Special Education Advisory Council
July 21, 2026– 10:00 a.m.– 12:00 p.m.
135 Santilli Highway, Everett, MA 02149
Conference room: 32096
The meeting will commence promptly at 10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.                      				
Welcome and Roll call 					Ruth Diaz - Chair
10:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  
DESE Updates
				 
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Special Education Advisory Council Discussion and Development of Annual Report/Recommendations
Special Education Advisory Panel Discussion Topics:
· Graduation Requirements 
· What does it mean for students who are eligible for special education?
· What does flexibility look like?
· Interagency Support for Students with Mental Health Needs
· Federal Budget Updates (IDEA)
· What are the potential impacts on service delivery, compliance, and outcomes?
· Partnerships with Community Agencies
· How can this support families beyond the school day?
· Educator Shortages
· How are shortages of educators and related services providers impacting services?
· What strategies can be used to address the shortages?
· ECSE Referrals
· Is there an increase in referrals for speech only, and if so, what is the impact?
· MyCAP
· What are the best ways to support students who are eligible for special education?

Please note the time allowed for each agenda item is approximate. 
*Please be advised that DESE does not authorize attendees to record or to use AI transcription tools during the meeting and DESE does not endorse any unauthorized transcripts created by third parties of its meetings.  
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