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Boston Chinese Immersion Charter School 
Founders and Proposed Board of Trustees 

 
This is prepared by the founding group of the proposed  

Boston Chinese Immersion Charter School. 
 

Maria Brisk, Professor and Chair of Teacher Education, Special Education, and 
Curriculum & Instruction at the Lynch School of Education, the author of several books 
on bilingual education, and a consultant on bilingual language and literacy acquisition. 
Proven Provider and Proposed Trustee 

Mary Cazabon, Senior Program Research Associate for WestEd and is a member of the 
Applied Linguistics Faculty of the University of Massachusetts, Boston. Dr. Cazabon is 
the retired Director of Bilingual, ESL and Two-Way Immersion Programs for Cambridge 
Public Schools.  Proven Provider and Proposed Trustee 

Stephen Chan, Chief of Staff, The Boston Foundation. Proposed Trustee 

Fong Cheong, Parent with two children in the Boston Public School system.  She is 
property manager at Tai Tung Village apartments located in Boston’s Chinatown. 
Proposed Trustee  

Colleen Feeney Chin, Parent with one child eligible to enroll in BCICS in September 
2011.  She is a Compliance Officer/Investigator for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Department of Professional Licensure 

Jennifer Fang, Associate, Goodwin Procter LLP in the firm’s Business Law Department.  
While attending law school, she spent a semester abroad studying Chinese law at 
Tsinghua University in Beijing, China. Proposed Trustee 

Tara Gohlmann, Parent with four children ages five months to five years of age.  Two 
older children, ages four and five, currently spend four hours each week with a Mandarin 
Chinese tutor.  She is a community volunteer.  Formerly, Director, Internal Audit , 
America Tyco International and Senior Manager, PricewaterhouseCoopers, New York 
and Beijing, China. Proposed Trustee 

Roger F. Harris, Superintendent, CEO, Boston Renaissance Charter Public School.  
Proposed Trustee 

Cheryl Hoffman-Bray, Vice President and Chief Financial Officer, Education 
Development Center.  Formerly, Dean of Finance and Chief Financial Officer, Harvard 
University Faculty of Arts and Sciences.  Previously, Chief Financial Officer, Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center and New England Deaconess Hospital.  Proposed Trustee 

Peter Kiang, Professor of Education and Director of the Asian American Studies Program 
at the University of Massachusetts Boston. Proposed Trustee 
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Marla E. Perez-Selles, Senior Research and Program Associate at WestEd.  Formerly 
principal of Amigos PreK-8 Two-Way Language Immersion School in Cambridge, MA.  
Proven Provider and Proposed Trustee 

Piedad F. Robertson, Chairperson of the Education Testing Service Board of Trustees.  
Retired as CEO of the Education Commission of the States.  Formerly President of Santa 
Monica College, CA, Bunker Hill Community College in Charlestown, MA and 
Massachusetts Secretary of Education from 1991 – 1995. Proposed Trustee  

Helen Chin Schlichte, Recently, Consultant in Corporate Relations for Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Massachusetts.  Formerly, Assistant to the Massachusetts Secretary for 
Administration and Finance.  Served in the legislative and executive branches of state 
government for five decades.  Chair Emeritus of the Board, Kwong Kow Chinese School. 
Proposed Trustee. 

Fiona M. Soni,  Parent with two children.  She is a community volunteer.  Formerly, 
Managing Director and Consultant with Cambridge Associates, LLC. 

David T. Ting, President of Mugar Enterprises, Inc., Member, Board of Trustees at Beth 
Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Trustee at WGBH Education Foundation, Chair of its 
Finance Committee and a member of the Executive Committee. Proposed Trustee 

Marian A. Tse, Partner, Goodwin Procter LLP.  Chair of the firm’s ERISA and Executive 
Compensation Practice,  Member, Board of Directors for Greater Boston Legal Services 
and Boston Chinatown Neighborhood Center.   

Sherman Zemler Wu,  Parent with two children.  Senior Consultant, Performance 
Improvement and Operational Integration, Brigham and Women’s Hospital and Faulkner 
Hospital 

Advisory Board 

Kevin Andrews, Founding headmaster of the Neighborhood House Charter School 
(NHCS) in Dorchester, which opened in 1995, one of the first charter schools in MA. and  
President of the Massachusetts Charter Public School Association   

Jill Burrows, VP of Marketing and Development at Memorial Hospital, North Conway, 
NH.  Most recently Director of Development Communications, Cambridge School of 
Weston 

Danielle Carrigo, Most recently Head of Denver Language School in Denver, CO, 
formerly Senior Director of the Office of Language Learning, Boston Public Schools.  
Dr. Carrigo is a certified elementary teacher, math teacher and English teacher in 
California, a certified principal, director and bilingual Spanish teacher in Massachusetts 
and a certified principal of all levels in Rhode Island and N.Y. 

Norman Eng, Deputy Director, Boston Chinatown Neighborhood Center.  
Communications and web site consultant.   Mr. Eng is a life-long member of the 
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Chinatown community, and has worked at the Media and Technology (MATCH) Charter 
School.  

Dalia Hochman, Senior Consultant with Mass Insight Education, formerly Director of 
Assessment and Accountability for the Charter and Innovation Division of the Los 
Angeles Unified School District  

Shirley Huang, Lead Teacher and Director of the Sunshine Childcare Center in Boston.  
From 2001–2007, she was the Lead Teacher and Director of Millennium Daycare Center 
in Boston.  Prior to this position, she worked for fourteen years as a kindergarten teacher 
at Children’s Paradise in Fuzhou, China.   

Anne Leslie, Owner, Fayerweather Literary Services, formerly Director of Employee 
Training, MA Department of Revenue  

Jian Lin, Assistant Head of School and Director of Chinese Program, Denver Language 
School.  Ms. Lin worked for seven years as the Director of the Chinese Language 
Program at the Denver Montclair International School (DMIS), a private full immersion 
school.     

Yu-Lan Lin, Senior Program Director for World Languages, Boston Public Schools.  
Executive Director of the Chinese Language Association of Secondary-Elementary 
Schools (CLASS), a national K-12 Chinese teacher’s organization, and serves as an 
Executive Board member of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 
Languages (ACTFL).   

Kathryn Plazak, President of Plazak Associates, formerly Vice President and Corporate 
Secretary for New England Financial  

 


