	
	
	



Minutes of the Regular Meeting
of the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
135 Santilli Highway  
Everett, Massachusetts 02149
Tuesday, November 18, 2025, 9:05 a.m. – 11:20 a.m.


Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Present:   
Katherine Craven, Chair, Brookline, participated remotely until 11:03 a.m.  
Matthew Hills, Vice-Chair, Newton
Isabella Chamberlain, Hudson, Student Member 
Ericka Fisher, Worcester 
Christina Grant, Cambridge
Farzana Mohamed, Newton
Dálida Rocha, Worcester, participated remotely
Kristen Smidy, Westfield, participated remotely beginning at 9:51 a.m.
Mary Ann Stewart, Lexington 
Patrick Tutwiler, Secretary of Education, Andover  
Martin West, Newton  


Pedro Martinez, Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education 

***********************************************************************************************************
Vice-Chair Hills called the meeting of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (Board) to order at 9:05 a.m., and members introduced themselves. The meeting was livestreamed and recorded. The Vice-Chair then invited public comments.
Statements from the Public
· Max Page, President, Massachusetts Teachers Association, addressed the Board on the topics of Staff Attendance and the FY27 Budget
· Kahris McLaughlin addressed the Board on the topic of Educator Licensure
· Gerry Mroz addressed the Board on the topics of Educator Licensure, the FY27 Budget, and the 50th anniversary of IDEA
· Brianna Limbaugh addressed the Board on the topic of funding for school meals
· Nina Alley addressed the Board on the topic of an inclusive classroom model
· Deb McCarthy, Vice President, Massachusetts Teachers Association, addressed the Board on the topics of Staff Attendance and the FY27 Budget
· Robyn Shea addressed the Board on the topic of Educator Licensure
· Benjamin Forman addressed the Board on the topic of the MassINC findings on access to adequate educational facilities
· Chris Fisichella addressed the Board on the topic of the CORI process
· Tyrone Mowatt, Managing Director, Ed Inquiry, addressed the Board on the topics of the Elevating Practices Initiative and the FY27 Budget



Comments from the Chair
Vice-Chair Hills chaired the meeting at the request of Chair Craven, who was participating remotely. Vice-Chair Hills congratulated Board Member Mary Anne Stewart for being awarded the Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC) Life Member Honor. The award honors individuals who have made significant contributions to the MASC through their service on school committees, state boards and task forces, and other such contributions. Member Stewart expressed her gratitude for this honor.

Vice-Chair Hills then turned to the Secretary for his comments.
Comments from the Secretary
Secretary Tutwiler noted the student artwork that the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (Department/DESE) has displayed in the boardrooms and on the screens. The Secretary spoke of the federal government shutdown and commended the efforts Governor Healey has taken to support families during this time. Secretary Tutwiler highlighted the Governor’s Anti-Hunger Task Force that was in place even before the government shutdown. He noted that as a part of the task force, there will be a series of listening sessions that the public can sign up for at www.mass.gov by entering anti-hunger in the search bar.

Secretary Tutwiler stated that Massachusetts is one of nine states that offer the universal free school breakfast and lunch program. The Secretary talked about districts that are engaging in promising practices to ensure robust participation. He cited the Springfield Public School district as an example, noting that Springfield has a breakfast participation rate of 87%.

Comments from the Commissioner 
Commissioner Martinez opened by announcing two upcoming events that the Department will host. The first is the Elevating Practices Initiative and Convenings on December 2nd and 3rd, 2025. On these two days, districts and schools that have reached pre-pandemic achievement levels in grades 3-8 will convene to celebrate their academic success and share best practices and strategies that helped them to raise academic achievement.  
Second, the Commissioner said he is excited to announce the opening of registration for the Literacy Launch Institutes that will take place this school year. Educators who work with students in grades pre-K through 3 can sign up to attend these institutes and learn more about evidence-based literacy instructional practices. The Commissioner added that registration for the summer institutes will be announced at a later time. Commissioner Martinez said that through all institutes this year, there are 1,300 slots for educators. 
The Commissioner noted the beautiful student artwork displayed at DESE in honor of Hispanic Heritage Month. He thanked all the student artists for creating and submitting their artwork and thanked their teachers and families for fostering their creativity.
Commissioner Martinez commented that we are celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) this year. He said this federal law, which was inspired by the Massachusetts special education law, has transformed education and improved the lives of millions of students with disabilities and their families. 

The Commissioner gave an update on the review of the Lawrence and Southbridge Public Schools and announced that their turnaround plans will be renewed. He stated that the renewed turnaround plans will remain in effect for up to three years and during this period, the Commissioner’s team will be working closely with the local school committee in each community to build their capacity for local governance.  

Commissioner Martinez turned the meeting back to Vice-Chair Hills. 
Vice-Chair Hills called for a motion and vote to approve meeting minutes from the October 28, 2025 regular meeting. 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:   
VOTED:	that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education approves the minutes of the October 28, 2025 regular meeting.  
The vote, by roll call, was unanimous.  
FY27 Department of Elementary and Secondary Education Budget Priorities – Discussion and Vote
The Commissioner introduced the first agenda topic, the FY27 budget priorities for the Department. He stated that Board Member Farzana Mohamed is the budget committee chair and she would present on the agenda item along with Bill Bell, the Department’s Chief Financial Officer. 
Budget committee chair Mohamed presented the priorities discussed during the budget committee meeting on November 10th and outlined in her November 13th memorandum.
Chair Mohamed stated that the committee recommended that the Board support the maximum funding available to support the state education accounts (Chapter 70, Special Education Circuit Breaker, Charter School Tuition Reimbursement and other district transportation reimbursement accounts). Of note, the committee discussed the differential impact that Chapter 70 aid has across our public-school districts, including the ability of the Commonwealth to provide additional aid for rural school districts. 
Committee members and Board members offered comments and the Commissioner responded to questions.
It was recommended that the Board approve the budget priorities for the FY2027 education budget.   
Vice-Chair Hills called for a motion and vote.

On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:

Voted:	that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, in accordance with Mass. Gen. Laws chapter 69, § 1A, approves the budget priorities for the FY2027 education budget as recommended by the Board’s Budget Committee and the Commissioner, and directs the Commissioner to convey these recommendations and priorities to the Secretary of Education, the Governor, and the Legislature.    
The vote, by roll call, was unanimous.  
Proposed Amendments to Regulations on Educator Licensure and Preparation Program Approval, 603 CMR 7.00 – Discussion and Vote to Solicit Public Comment 
The Commissioner introduced the next item on the agenda, the Proposed Amendments to the Regulations for Educator Licensure and Preparation Program Approval, for a vote to solicit public comment. The proposed amendments will create an alternative licensure pathway, consistent with the 2024 state law that allows an applicant for licensure to waive one of the two tests that comprise the Massachusetts Tests for Educator Licensure (MTEL). Commissioner Martinez invited Claire Abbott, Director of Educator Effectiveness, Brian Devine, Director of Educator Licensure, Liz Losee, Director of Educator Effectiveness Policy, and Lucy Wall of DESE’s legal staff to the table for a presentation and discussion.    
The DESE team presented an overview of the proposed changes, provided background on licensure assessments and stakeholder engagement, and went through the proposed new alternative licensure pathway options for candidates to meet the communication and literacy skills test or subject matter knowledge test. The presenters reviewed anticipated next steps in the process. The Commissioner responded to questions and comments from Board members. 
Commissioner Martinez recommended that the Board vote to solicit public comment on the proposed amendments, anticipating a final vote by the Board in March 2026 following the public comment period. 
Vice-Chair Hills called for a motion and vote.

On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:

VOTED: 	that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, in accordance with M.G.L. c. 69, § 1B, c. 71, § 38G, and § 300(d) of c. 238 of the Acts of 2024 (the Mass Leads Act), hereby authorizes the Commissioner to proceed in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, M.G.L. c. 30A, § 3, to solicit public comment on the proposed amendments to the Regulations on Educator Licensure and Preparation Program Approval, 603 CMR 7.00, as presented by the Commissioner. 
The vote, by roll call, was unanimous.  

District and School Staff Attendance Data for School Year 2024-2025 – Discussion  
The Commissioner announced the last agenda item of the day regarding the release of District and School Staff Attendance Data for School Year 2024-2025. 
Today marks the first time that the Department will report attendance data for district and school staff, administrators, and teachers. Commissioner Martinez invited Rob Curtin, Chief Officer for Data, Assessment, and Accountability, to the table for the discussion.  
Mr. Curtin gave an overview of the communication timeline leading up to the release of the staff attendance data. Providing a brief background, Mr. Curtin shared that annually, districts report staff attendance information via DESE’s Educator Personnel Information Management System (EPIMS).​ He stated that staff attendance reports include attendance rates and the average number of absences, reported in the aggregate at the teacher, administrator, and “all staff” levels.​ 
Mr. Curtin and Commissioner Martinez responded to comments and questions from Board members. 
Vice-Chair Hills thanked Board members, the Secretary, Commissioner, DESE staff and all presenters. There being no further business and with no objection, Vice-Chair declared the meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m. The next regular meeting of the Board is scheduled for Tuesday, December 16, 2025.
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