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MEMORANDUM

	To:
	[bookmark: _Hlk529372248]Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education

	From:	
	Farzana Mohamed, Board Budget Committee Chair

	Date:	
	November 14, 2025

	Subject:
	FY27 Department of Elementary and Secondary Education Budget Priorities
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The Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (Board) Budget Committee met on November 10, 2025 to discuss the priority areas of focus for the Board’s FY27 state budget priorities for presentation to the full Board. 

As always, the committee recommends that the Board support the maximum funding available to support the state education accounts (Chapter 70, Special Education Circuit Breaker, Charter School Tuition Reimbursement and other district transportation reimbursement accounts).  Of particular note, the committee discussed the differential impact that Chapter 70 aid has across our public school districts. This included the ability of the Commonwealth to provide additional aid for rural school districts, as defined by language in the FY26 General Appropriations Act. 

The preponderance of the state budget is programmed through specific formulaic aid distributions; the biggest share of those funds is automatically allocated to fund Chapter 70, circuit breaker reimbursements, district transportation reimbursement accounts, and rural aid. 

The committee’s discussions recognized the current state of K-12 public education funding, noting the Commonwealth’s commitment to the funding schedule called for in the 2019 Student Opportunity Act. 

The committee supports the Commissioner’s budget investment priorities, along with the continuation of programming funded by the Education & Transportation Fund (Fair Share). The committee highlighted the following programmatic areas for further discussion. 
· Literacy Launch: The committee recommends full funding for the third year of the Governor’s Literacy Launch initiative.  
· Accelerating Achievement – Comprehensive Supports for High-Needs Schools: The committee supports the 3-year investment plan to fund a comprehensive intervention strategy for the Commonwealth's lowest-performing schools. This initiative would be in partnership with local districts, including local funding support. 
· Future Focused – Expanding College and Career Pathways: The committee supports a significant expansion of Early College access to reach 100,000 students across the Commonwealth and increase Career Technical Education (CTE) access for students in high-poverty communities. 
· Teach Tomorrow – Building a Robust Educator Pipeline: The committee supports continued efforts to diversify our educator workforce, including a 3-year investment plan to update and improve educator recruitment, preparation, and retention through comprehensive talent development strategies.  

Committee members further discussed and expressed support for the following areas: 
· High-Dosage Tutoring  
· Rural Aid Reimbursement 
· Funding to offset major federal grant reductions in the 2026-2027 school year 

The Budget Committee looks forward to discussing its recommendations with the Board at the November 18 meeting. We recommend that the Board approve the budget priorities for the FY2027 education budget so the Commissioner can convey these recommendations and priorities to the Secretary, the Governor, and the Legislature. 
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