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MEMORANDUM
	To:
	Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 

	From:
	Pedro Martinez, Commissioner

	Date:
	November 13, 2025

	Subject:
	Proposed Amendments to Regulations on Educator Licensure and Preparation Program Approval, 603 CMR 7.00



I am presenting to the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (Board) this month proposed amendments to 603 CMR 7.00, the Regulations for Educator Licensure and Preparation Program Approval, for a vote to solicit public comment, anticipating a final vote by the Board in March 2026 following the public comment period.

The proposed amendments will create an alternative licensure pathway, consistent with state law enacted in 2024 that allows an applicant for licensure to waive one of the two tests that comprise the Massachusetts Tests for Educator Licensure (MTEL).

Background:
In November 2024 Governor Healey signed the Mass Leads Act, Chapter 238 of the Acts of 2024. It includes new language for the development of an alternative licensure pathway: 

Section 300(d): …The department may implement, subject to approval of the board of elementary and secondary education, an alternative certification process that may allow for a waiver of not more than 1 of the 2 tests required by section 38G of said chapter 71, per candidate, and may include consideration of factors, including, but not limited to, whether a candidate has: (i) obtained certification in another state or territory in the United States, the District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, as approved by the department; (ii) completed a satisfactory portfolio of items that may include student feedback or competency-based projects; (iii) obtained a master’s degree or doctorate from an accredited institution; provided that the advanced degree relates to the content area for which the individual is seeking certification, as determined by the department; (iv) successfully completed a department-approved educator preparation program for the role and at the level of the license sought; or (v) successfully completed field-based experience of not less than 2 years in the role and at the level of the license sought. 

Following the enactment of the Mass Leads Act, the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (Department) established an internal working group and an external advisory group with key stakeholders to advise on the potential alternative licensure pathway. The Department engaged other stakeholder groups and individuals, including school and district leaders, teachers, educator preparation program leadership and faculty, and other stakeholders, this past spring 2025. In total, over 200 stakeholders discussed and provided feedback on the proposed alternative licensure pathway. 

Proposed Regulation Revisions:
Key provisions of the proposed amendments include the following:  

· New and amended Definitions in 603 CMR 7.02 in alignment with the proposed alternative licensure pathway 
· New language in 603 CMR 7.04 outlining the new alternative licensure pathway that would allow an educator candidate to waive the communication and literacy skills test or a subject matter knowledge test
· Revisions to the add license options in 603 CMR 7.15 to include alternative assessments and the proposed alternative licensure pathway
· New implementation language in 603 CMR 7.15 to include timelines for implementing revised subject matter knowledge requirements
· Revisions to non-substantive language to update references in various sections of the regulations.

At the November 18, 2025 Board meeting, Claire Abbott, Director of Educator Effectiveness, Brian Devine, Director of Educator Licensure, Liz Losee, Director of Educator Effectiveness Policy, and Lucy Wall of our legal staff will join us for the discussion. 

After reviewing all the comments and determining whether further changes are needed, I plan to bring the amendments back to the Board in March 2026 for final adoption.

A redlined version of the regulations is attached, along with a motion to solicit public comment on the proposed amendments.
 
Attachments: 
· 603 CMR 7.00 Strikethrough version of relevant portion of regulations showing amendments
· Motion: 603 CMR 7.00
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