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MEMORANDUM
	To:
	Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 

	From:	
	Pedro Martinez, Commissioner

	Date:	
	December 9, 2025

	Subject:
	2026 Massachusetts Teacher of the Year
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At our December 16 meeting, I look forward to introducing you to the 2026 Massachusetts Teacher of the Year, Tara Goodhue. She is a science teacher and the science department head at Lowell High School. We announced Ms. Goodhue’s selection at an assembly at her school on December 2, and her time as Teacher of the Year will begin in January.

Each year, the Massachusetts Teacher of the Year program honors a Massachusetts teacher who exemplifies excellent teaching in the Commonwealth. Beyond celebrating the individual, the program looks at the complex work that is involved in educating all students and affirms the importance of the teacher as the single most important school-based factor in improving student outcomes.

Ms. Goodhue is passionate about bringing students outside, and she shows her students that nature is all around us, even in an urban setting. She involves them in scientific work through the Harvard Forest, Mass Audubon, the National Park Service, and other entities. In addition to her work at Lowell High, Ms. Goodhue is an adjunct faculty member at the University of Massachusetts Lowell, a curriculum design and science communication consultant with Fort Hill Consulting in New Hampshire, and a mentor teacher with the Harvard Forest Schoolyard Ecology program. 

While serving as Teacher of the Year, Ms. Goodhue will continue teaching, attend convenings of teachers of the year from other states, speak at events, and network with other educators.

This year, we received 214 nominations and 72 applications. Panels of DESE staff and previous teachers of the year, with help from The Teacher Collaborative, narrowed the list down to eight semifinalists and then four finalists. We are planning our annual event to celebrate all of our honored educators at Devens in May. We will notify Board members and hope you will be able to attend.

I know you will enjoy meeting the 2026 Massachusetts Teacher of the Year. To nominate an educator to be the 2027 Massachusetts Teacher of the Year, please email educatorrecognition@doe.mass.edu. 
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