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MEMORANDUM

	To:
	Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 

	From:	
	Pedro Martinez, Commissioner

	Date:	
	December 9, 2025

	Subject:
	Grant Packages for the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (December) 
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Pursuant to the authority given to me by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education at its October 21, 2008 meeting, I approved the following competitive grants.
	
FUND
CODE
	
GRANT PROGRAM
	NUMBER OF
PROPOSALS
APPROVED
	
AMOUNT

	0117
	Student Opportunity Act Evidence-Based Practice Grant
	10
	$1,000,000

	0181
	English Learner Education Support
	17
	$1,862,638

	0189
	Proficiency Outcomes in World Languages
	19
	$394,592

	0215
	Genocide Education Grant
	46
	$1,456,395

	0335
	Safe and Supportive Schools 
	18
	$161,918 

	0710
	MA Farming Reinforces Education and Student Health
	21
	$485,445

	0718
	Supporting Arts and Cultural Vitality Teams  
	18
	$142,425

	TOTAL
	 -
	149
	$5,341,495 





FY2026 Student Opportunity Act Evidence-Based Practice Grant Fund Code: 0117
Funds Allocated: $1,000,000 (State Trust)
Funds Requested: $2,705,397 
Purpose: The purpose of this competitive grant is to further work toward closing persistent disparities in achievement among specific student groups, improve educational opportunities for all students, share best practices for improving instruction, and support efficiencies within and across school districts (Student Opportunity Act, 21st Century Education Program, Section 16A).
Number of Proposals Received: 25
Number of Proposals Recommended: 10 
Number of Proposals Not Recommended: 15
Result of Funding: Ten districts with evidence of positive trends toward closing persistent disparities after three years of funding, will receive one additional year of reduced funding to further refine and disseminate effective practices in co-teaching/inclusion and Early Literacy and continue to close gaps.  
	Recipients
	Amounts

	Hadley
	$100,000

	Lunenburg
	$100,000

	Martha’s Vineyard (Edgartown, Oak Bluffs, Tisbury, Up-Island Regional, Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School)
	$100,000

	Mendon-Upton
	$100,000

	Millis
	$100,000

	Mohawk Trail
	$100,000

	North Berkshire Superintendent’s Union (Clarksburg, Florida, Rowe, Savoy)
	$100,000

	Peabody
	$100,000

	Springfield (Springfield Empowerment Zone)
	$100,000

	Triton
	$100,000

	Total State Funds
	$1,000,000



FY2026 English Learner Education Support Fund Code: 0181
Funds Allocated: $1,862,638 (State)
Funds Requested: $5,684,924
Purpose: This competitive grant program is one of the multiple ways DESE is supporting districts that have English learners and wish to implement new and innovative English Learner Education (ELE) programs and supports for innovative ELE programs, while also providing districts with an opportunity to create a more culturally and linguistically diverse workforce.
Number of Proposals Received: 40
Number of Proposals Recommended: 17
Number of Proposals Not Recommended: 23
Result of Funding: The intended outcomes for this grant are as follows: 
For Goal 1: Develop and/or implement an alternative bilingual ELE program for English learners
1. Explore the components of a bilingual English learner education (ELE) program in preparation for developing a proposal the following school year.
2. Develop a proposal for a new bilingual English learner education (ELE) program and successfully complete DESE's review process; Or
3. Develop a proposal for improving an existing bilingual ELE program
4. Within the existing ELE program the district is proposing to improve, develop a proposal to implement culturally and linguistically sustaining teaching practices that promote equity and social justice, align with DESE’s Educational Vision,  and that reflect the principles of the Vision for English Learner Education and Blueprint for EL Success

For Goal 2: Create (and cultivate) or continue a "grow your own" bilingual education hub that would support and encourage statewide initiative and collaboration, improve the Bilingual Education educator pipeline, share knowledge to accelerate the adoption of proven and recognized programmatic models for English learners, and develop successful models that can be replicated for years to come.
1. Increase the number of qualified bilingual education teachers in the district.
2. Encourage and support bilingual students, parents, community members, paraprofessionals, and teachers to become teachers in bilingual education settings.
3. Build systems to implement effective bilingual education programs.

For Goal 3: Create (and cultivate) a "grow your own" ESL Teacher hub that would improve the ESL educator pipeline and will provide training alongside a mentor teacher and concurrent coursework in the area of ESL licensure.
1. Increase the number of qualified ESL teachers in the district.
2. Encourage and support students, parents, community members, paraprofessionals and teachers to become ESL teachers serving in various ELE program types.
For Goal 4: Develop high quality ESL and/or dual language curriculum or enrich the existing ESL and/or dual language curriculum or align purchased curricular materials to WIDA Standards / MA Frameworks that prioritize deeper learning and the linguistic and academic needs of multilingual learners.
1. Increase the achievement of multilingual learners in meeting their linguistic and academic goals by developing high quality curricula with a learner-centered approach.
2. Provide multilingual learners with access to ESL and DL curricula that promote deeper learning by focusing on mastery of language and academic standards, support students' cultural and racial heritage by elevating student identity and include tasks and content that lead to student creativity.
3. Provide the teachers of multilingual learners with high quality curricula that will support high-quality instruction with a clear scope and sequence and standard-based learning goals, referencing the Next Generation ESL Toolkit for ESL curriculum and CAL's Guiding Principles for DL curriculum.
ESL curriculum meets the criteria for high quality as defined by DESE's new Evaluating High Quality NGESL Instructional Materials (HQIM-NGESL) Rubric. 
	Recipients
	Amounts

	Goal 1
	

	Amherst-Pelham
	$57,380

	Lynn
	$280,500

	Goal 2
	

	Southbridge
	$441,130

	Goal 3
	

	Brockton
	$142,505

	Lynn
	$155,000

	Worcester
	$58,566

	Goal 4
	

	Agawam
	$36,000

	Amherst
	$62,918

	Brockton
	$122,250

	Greenfield
	$15,000

	Lawrence
	$82,000

	MATCH Charter
	$30,000

	Maynard
	$34,200

	Milford
	$4,320

	North Attleboro
	$34,248

	Norton
	$30,681

	Salem
	$38,545

	Springfield SEZP
	$187,395

	Taunton
	$50,000

	Total State Funds
	$1,862,638











FY2026 Proficiency Outcomes in World Languages Fund Code: 0189
Funds Allocated: $394,592 (State)
Funds Requested: $724,064
Purpose: This competitive grant program is one of the ways that DESE supports World Language (WL), Heritage Language (HL), Dual Language (DL) and English Learner (EL) programs and districts that wish to support or improve such programs in pre-K, elementary, and/or secondary schools.
Number of Proposals Received: 30
Number of Proposals Recommended: 19 
Number of Proposals Not Recommended: 11
Result of Funding:  This competitive grant supports World Languages programs to collect data on student proficiency under the 2021 MA World Languages framework and partner with Department advisory teams to analyze findings, improve programs, develop resources, and inform future guidance.
	Recipients
	Amounts

	Everett
	$46,375 

	Hadley
	$29,790 

	Hingham
	$19,993 

	Hudson
	$16,538 

	Medford
	$12,000 

	Methuen
	$23,710 

	Milford
	$25,060 

	Newburyport
	$16,060 

	Newton
	$36,348 

	Northborough-Southborough
	$27,000 

	Salem
	$14,400 

	Scituate
	$4,557 

	Sharon
	$9,950 

	Shrewsbury
	$13,510 

	Somerville
	$31,000 

	South Shore Charter
	$17,808 

	Watertown
	$14,504 

	Westborough
	$8,450 

	Worcester
	$27,539 

	Total State Funds
	$394,592
























FY2026 Genocide Education Grant Fund Code: 0215
Funds Allocated: $1,456,395 (State)
Funds Requested: $1,549,045
Purpose: The purpose of this competitive grant program is to support teaching and learning related to the history of genocide. As stated in Chapter 98 of the Acts of 2021, “Every school district shall, for the purpose of educating middle and high school students, provide instruction on the history of genocide consistent with the content standards articulated in the history and social science curriculum framework.” This grant supports LEAs to develop and/or select curriculum materials, implement professional development, and design other enriching learning experiences intended to further secondary students’ understanding of the history and patterns of genocide. LEAs may propose to collaborate with vendors to support this work.  
Number of Proposals Received: 48
Number of Proposals Recommended: 46 
Number of Proposals Not Recommended: 2 
Result of Funding: Pending appropriation, this grant will support 49 Local Education Agencies (LEAs) in teaching the history and patterns of genocide, as described in Chapter 98 of the Acts of 2021. The awards, which range from $2,724 to $84,000, will fund three major types of activities. First, they will be used to support the purchase of curriculum materials and/or provide stipends for staff members to collaboratively incorporate genocide education resources into their existing curricula. Second, they will support professional development for teachers from expert organizations. Finally, they will be used to plan for and provide enrichment opportunities such as field trips, guest speakers, and other similar learning activities.   
	Recipients
	Amounts

	Andover
	$40,000

	Arlington
	$44,480

	Barnstable
	$38,400

	Berkshire Arts and Technology Charter Public
	$20,000

	Beverly
	$40,000

	Boston
	$84,000

	Bourne
	$10,000

	Brockton
	$49,755

	Brookline
	$70,000

	Chicopee
	$39,790

	Danvers
	$40,000

	Essex North Shore Agricultural and Technical School
	$40,000

	Fitchburg
	$40,000

	Four Rivers Charter Public
	$13,539

	Global Learning Charter Public
	$19,600

	Gloucester
	$38,100

	Greater Lawrence Regional Vocational Technical
	$22,000

	Haverhill
	$70,000

	Holliston
	$7,499

	Lynn
	$38,000

	Lynnfield
	$40,000

	Malden
	$11,000

	Medway
	$20,000

	Milford
	$40,000

	New Heights Charter School of Brockton
	$18,000

	North Andover
	$40,000

	North Reading
	$28,000

	Peabody
	$40,000

	Quaboag Regional
	$12,800

	Randolph
	$2,724

	Reading
	$40,000

	Revere
	$39,994

	Salem
	$6,900

	Sharon
	$10,000

	Shrewsbury
	$28,040

	Somerset Berkley Regional School District
	$20,000

	South Shore Charter Public
	$40,000

	Southeastern Regional Vocational Technical
	$40,000

	Springfield + West Springfield + Easthampton
	$57,910

	Stoughton
	$30,000

	Sudbury
	$6,490

	Taunton
	$8,400

	Wachusett
	$24,100

	Watertown
	$17,821

	Woburn
	$5,000

	Worcester
	$64,053

	TOTAL STATE FUNDS
	$1,456,395





FY2026 Safe and Supportive Schools Competitive Grant Fund Code: 0335
Funds Allocated: $161,918 (State)
Funds Requested: $231,798 
Purpose: The purpose of this state funded competitive grant program is to provide funding to school districts (and their selected schools) to organize, integrate, and sustain school and district-wide efforts to create safe and supportive school environments. Additionally, this grant is designed to coordinate and align student support initiatives based on their findings from completing the Safe and Supportive Schools (SaSS) Framework and Self-Reflection Tool. 
Each applicant was eligible to apply for one of following options: 
· Option 1 (Action Planning): Schools and districts convene a school team to respond to all questions in the Safe and Supportive Schools Self-Reflection Tool. Teams then create action plans to identify priority areas as they relate to the six levers in the Tool which include: Leadership and Culture; Family and Community Engagement; Professional Learning Opportunities; Access to Resources and Services; Teaching and Learning that Fosters Safe and Supportive Environments; and Policies and Procedures. 
· Option 2 (Implementation and Support): Schools implement action plans and provide support to others. School and district teams previously completed the Tool and developed these action plans to identify priority areas as they relate to their analysis of the Tool results. Grantees will also provide support to and mentorship for new grantees, other new Tool users, schools and districts that are new to implementation, as well as the Department, Safe and Supportive Schools Commission, and others as needed and appropriate. 
Funds are provided pursuant to line-item 7061-9612 of the 2025 state budget (fiscal year 2026)
Number of Proposals Received: 23
Number of Proposals Recommended: 18
Number of Proposals Not Recommended: 5 

Result of Funding: A total of 18 school districts and their selected schools will receive funds through the two options described above to create safe, supportive, and welcoming school environments. Option 1 – Action Planning: A total of 14 districts and their selected schools will receive funds to support the convening of school and district-based teams to utilize the Self-Reflection tool and create school and district-based action plans. Option 2 – School Based Implementation and Support: 4 districts and their selected schools (indicated in the list below with an asterisk) will receive funds to support the implementation of school and district action plans. District and school personnel will also serve in a variety of capacities as mentors and support for Option 1 grantees and others.
	Recipients
	Amounts

	Brockton Public Schools 
	$10,000 

	Community Day Charter Public School (Lawrence) 
	$10,000  

	Essex North Shore Agricultural and Technical School District (Hathorne) 
	$10,000  

	Four Rivers Charter Public (Greenfield)  
	$6,950  

	Frontier Regional School District (South Deerfield)* 
	$7,360  

	Granby Public Schools 
	$5,620  

	Hilltown Coop Charter Public School (Easthampton)* 
	$8,000  

	Hoosac Valley Regional School District (Adams)* 
	$10,000  

	Lowell Public Schools 
	$10,000  

	Maynard Public Schools 
	$4,000  

	Methuen Public Schools 
	$10,000  

	North Andover Public Schools 
	$10,000  

	Provincetown Public Schools 
	$10,000  

	Sturgis Charter Public School (Hyannis) 
	$10,000  

	Tantasqua Regional School District (Fiskdale)* 
	$10,000  

	Wachusett Regional School District (Jefferson) 
	$10,000  

	Webster Public Schools 
	$10,000  

	Worcester Public Schools 
	$9,988  

	Total State Funds
	$161,918 











FY2026 MA Farming Reinforces Education and Student Health Fund Code: 0710
Funds Allocated: $485,445 (State & Federal)
Funds Requested: $1,401,325
Purpose: The purpose of this state and federally funded competitive grant program is to encourage National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and Child Adult Food Care Program (CACFP) sponsors to start or expand their capacity to grow or procure local food and educate students, teachers, school nutrition professionals and staff about the local food system. Furthermore, this grant seeks to connect food system education to the local community and to the availability of local foods served in school or early education meal programs.
Number of Proposals Received: 62
Number of Proposals Recommended: 21
Number of Proposals Not Recommended: 41
Result of Funding: Funds will be used for, but are not limited to: (a) infrastructure and programming for curricular and extracurricular activities, such as school gardens, indoor hydroponic growing systems, culinary classes and farm field trips for students to learn about agriculture, nutrition, food literacy and the food system; (b) professional development for nutrition professionals to enhance school meal offerings; (c) professional development for educators to bring food literacy activities or curriculum to students and (d) kitchen equipment for preparing unprocessed or minimally processed local foods for school meals and snacks including, but not limited to, local, fresh produce, meats, seafood and dairy items.
	Recipients
	Amounts

	Andover Public School District
	$20,750

	Beverly Children’s Learning Centers
	$29,846

	Boys & Girls Club of Greater Westfield, Inc.
	$30,000

	Chicopee Public School District
	$9,858

	Collegiate Charter School of Lowell
	$28,987

	Easthampton Public School District
	$29,063

	Greater Lawrence Regional Vocational Technical
	$30,000

	Greater Lowell Family YMCA
	$17,645

	Innovation Academy Charter District
	$27,947

	ISA Dept of Youth Services
	$14,642

	Lowell Public School District
	$30,000

	Lowell Community Charter Public District
	$28,905

	Making Opportunity Count (MOC Childcare & Headstart Services)
	$14,792

	Merrimack Valley Young Men’s Christian Association, Inc
	$21,871

	Morris Professional Child Care Services, Inc.
	$3,000

	North Adams Public School District
	$30,000

	Old Rochester Public School District
	$30,000

	Revere Public School District
	$30,000

	Springfield Public School District
	$28,859

	The Salvation Army Massachusetts Division 
	$4,880

	Warwick Public School District
	$24,400

	Total State & Federal Funds
	$485,445


















FY2026 Supporting Arts and Cultural Vitality Teams Fund Code: 0718
Funds Allocated: $142,425 (State)
Funds Requested: $196,780
Purpose: The purpose of this competitive grant is to provide funding support for schools to conduct an arts program review using DESE's Arts & Cultural Vitality (ACV) Index. The grant will support stipends and necessary materials for the members of school review teams. Participating schools will receive guidance about using the ACV Index tools and resources, funding to compensate a team within the school to do this work, and support from DESE’s Arts specialist.
Number of Proposals Received: 23
Number of Proposals Recommended: 18
Number of Proposals Not Recommended: 5
Result of Funding: New grant recipients will engage a representative team to conduct an arts program review using the Arts and Cultural Vitality Index. Returning grant recipients will engage in action planning, implementation, and monitoring using the results of their previously conducted ACV review.
	Recipients
	Amounts

	Acton-Boxborough
	$10,225 

	Alma Del Mar Charter
	 $4,225 

	Brockton
	 $12,225 

	Collegiate Charter of Lowell
	 $4,225 

	CREST Collaborative
	 $ 5,000 

	Dighton-Rehoboth
	 $7,000 

	Four Rivers Charter
	 $5,225 

	Hadley
	 $6,225 

	Lowell
	 $9,225 

	Lynn
	 $5,225 

	Maynard
	 $8,000 

	Mt. Greylock
	 $10,000 

	North Middlesex
	 $13,725 

	Randolph
	 $5,225 

	Seekonk
	 $8,225 

	Southern Berkshire
	 $8,000 

	Wachusett
	 $10,225 

	Worcester
	 $10,225

	Total State Funds
	$142,425
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