	
	
	



Minutes of the Regular Meeting
of the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
** Due to weather conditions, this meeting was held virtually via Zoom**

Tuesday, January 27, 2026, 9:07 a.m. – 11:27 a.m.


Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Present:   
Katherine Craven, Chair, Brookline 
Matthew Hills, Vice-Chair, Newton
Isabella Chamberlain, Hudson, Student Member 
Ericka Fisher, Worcester 
Christina Grant, Cambridge
Farzana Mohamed, Newton
Dálida Rocha, Worcester
Kristen Smidy, Westfield
Mary Ann Stewart, Lexington 
Patrick Tutwiler, Secretary of Education, Andover  
Martin West, Newton  

Pedro Martinez, Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education 

***********************************************************************************************************
Chair Craven called the meeting of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (Board) to order at 9:07 a.m., and members introduced themselves. The meeting was livestreamed and recorded. The Chair then invited public comments.
Statements from the Public
· Gerry Mroz addressed the Board on the topics of educator preparation and the Commissioner’s performance goals
· Max Page, President, Massachusetts Teachers Association, addressed the Board on the topic of the Commissioner’s performance goals
· Deb McCarthy, Vice President, Massachusetts Teachers Association, addressed the Board on the topic of the Commissioner’s performance goals 
· Lisa Lazare, Executive Director of Educators for Excellence Massachusetts, addressed the Board on the topic of high school graduation requirements
· Ben Tobin addressed the Board on state leadership
· Ron Noble, Chief of Teacher Prep, National Council on Teacher Quality, addressed the Board on the topic of evidence-based reading instruction  

Comments from the Chair
Chair Craven opened the meeting and turned it over to Secretary Tutwiler for his comments.

Comments from the Secretary
Secretary Tutwiler shared the announcement from the prior week, that Mr. Henry Wan from the Harrington Elementary School in Lexington was named the Massachusetts 2026 School Counselor of the Year by the Massachusetts School Counselors Association (MASCA). The Secretary congratulated Mr. Wan.

Next the Secretary discussed Governor Healey’s State of the Commonwealth Address including the Governor’s commitment to continue strengthening Early Literacy, celebration of the rapid growth in High School Pathways, and announcement of the bold goal to expand Early College participation. He noted that over the past two and a half years, Massachusetts has added 20,000 seats in early education and is on track for universal access to Pre-K beginning in our gateway communities.

Comments from the Commissioner 
Commissioner Martinez said school visits are always highlights of his week. He noted his visit to Barnstable High School, where teachers and students were excited to share the school’s diverse educational offerings in the arts, world languages, and science, and his visit to Cape Cod Regional Technical High School in Harwich. 
Next, the Commissioner stated that he and Secretary Tutwiler recognized 63 Schools of Recognition during a ceremony at the State House. The schools that were recognized included 55 Schools of Recognition identified through the state accountability system for demonstrating high achievement, significant improvement, and/or high growth; 6 National Blue Ribbon School nominees that DESE nominated for the prestigious national award before the U.S. Education Department discontinued the program in August; and 2 Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) Distinguished Schools that DESE nominated through the National Association of ESEA State Program Administrators for their positive educational advances and academic achievement.   
The Commissioner provided an update on Lawrence Public Schools receivership. He said he has decided to change the district’s receiver to a single individual instead of a board. Effective January 29, 2026, Commissioner Martinez is appointing Lauren Woo, Deputy Commissioner at the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, to be the receiver.  
On the topic of high-dosage tutoring, the Commissioner announced last week that 84 additional schools have been selected to receive free, high-dosage early literacy tutoring from February through June 2026, bringing the total number of participating schools to 356 statewide for the current school year. This expansion represents $3.9 million in funding and is part of the $25 million fair share investment that is already supporting early literacy tutoring in 272 schools across Massachusetts. 
The last topic the Commissioner discussed was the Statewide Graduation Advisory Group kickoff. He said the Department is launching external advisory groups to refine the Statewide Graduation Council's interim recommendations and inform implementation planning. The advisory groups bring together practitioners from across Massachusetts, representing small and large districts, rural and urban communities to capture diverse perspectives and on-the-ground expertise as we develop the final report for the Governor in June.  
In the coming weeks, the Department will launch a statewide public input process to gather feedback from educators, families, students, and community members across the Commonwealth. The Commissioner said this input will be critical in shaping our final recommendations so they reflect the needs and priorities of all stakeholders. 
Commissioner Martinez turned the meeting back to Chair Craven. 
Chair Craven called for a motion and vote to approve meeting minutes from the December 16, 2025 regular meeting. 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:   
VOTED:	that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education approves the minutes of the December 16, 2025 regular meeting.  
The vote, by roll call, was unanimous.  

Educator Preparation Program Approval and Accelerated Early Literacy Program: Update and Discussion
Commissioner Martinez introduced the first agenda item on educator preparation program approval and accelerated early literacy program reviews. The Commissioner welcomed the DESE team to present an overview of this information, Erin Hashimoto-Martell, Senior Associate Commissioner of Teaching and Learning, and Claire Abbott, Director of Educator Effectiveness.

Ms. Abbott provided an overview of the program approval process including review and approval authority, the goal of educator preparation in Massachusetts, key features of the aligned model for educator preparation in Massachusetts, and an explanation of the formal review process. Ms. Abbott then responded to comments and questions from the Board. 
Next, Ms. Abbott presented on the accelerated review timeline, process, and expectations for literacy-related licensure programs. Ms. Abbott and the Commissioner responded to questions from the Board. Chair Craven thanked the Commissioner and DESE team for the presentation and their ongoing work.  

Seal of Biliteracy: Amendments to Regulations 603CMR 31.04 – Discussion and Vote
Commissioner Martinez introduced the Seal of Biliteracy topic, which is the first of two sets of regulations coming back to the Board after a public comment period for final adoption. He stated that the Department invited public comment on the proposed regulatory changes from October 29 through December 5, 2025. Based on the comments received, the Commissioner is recommending two additional changes to the regulations. He invited DESE staff to present a summary of the public comment as well as the additional proposed changes to the regulations. He introduced Allison Balter, Special Advisor and Director of the Office of Language Acquisition and Jo Wakelin from DESE's legal staff. 

Ms. Balter reviewed the proposed changes to the regulations that were presented in October, a summary of the public comment received, and the additional changes to the regulations in response to the public comment. 

She explained that one proposed change post public comment is to permit districts to include on a student’s transcript the Seal insignia and/or​ a line of text stating the student earned the Seal and in which language(s), to address concerns about transcript formatting and system limitations, while still ensuring that the information is included on the transcript.

Ms. Balter then described the second proposed change that adds language to 31.04(6)(b) requiring districts to report annually students who earned the Seal​ and the specific language(s) in which it was earned, to strengthen statewide data, recognition, and program monitoring​. 

​Ms. Balter and the Commissioner responded to questions from the Board. On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:
VOTED:	that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, in accordance 
with M.G.L. c. 69, §§ 1B and 1Q, and having solicited public comment in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, M.G.L. c. 30A, § 3, hereby adopts the regulations for the State Seal of Biliteracy, 603 CMR 31.04, as presented by the Commissioner.  

The vote, by roll call, was unanimous.  

Student Records: Amendments to Regulations, 603 CMR 23.02 (Definitions) – Discussion and Vote

Commissioner Martinez introduced the Student Records topic stating that in October 2025, the Board also voted to solicit public comment on proposed amendments to 603 CMR 23.02, the definition of “transcript” in the Regulations on Student Records. The Department invited public comment on the proposed regulatory changes from October 29 through December 5, 2025. Commissioner Martinez noted that the Department did not receive any public comment on the proposed amendments; therefore, he presented the proposed regulations on student records for final adoption to the Board with no additional changes.

The Commissioner welcomed Rob Curtin, Deputy Commissioner, to be available to the Board for any questions. 

On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:

VOTED:	that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, in accordance with M.G.L. c. 69, § 1B, and M.G.L. c. 71, § 34D, and having solicited public comment in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, G.L. chapter 30A, § 3, hereby adopts the amendments to 603 CMR 23.02, the definitions section of the regulations on Student Records, as presented by the Commissioner. 

The vote, by roll call, was unanimous.  

Commissioner’s Performance Evaluation Committee: Recommended Key Goals for Spring 2026 Commissioner Assessment – Discussion and Vote

Vice-Chair Matt Hills, Chair of the Commissioner’s Performance Evaluation Committee, presented an update from the Committee including the recommended key goals for the spring 2026 Commissioner assessment. He identified the Committee members: Ericka Fisher, Kristen Smidy, Marty West, and himself. 

Vice-Chair Hills said four categories were used to organize the key goals: Policy, DESE Organization Structure, Board and Governance, and Stakeholder Relationships. He stated that many of the goals represent the priorities that the Commissioner presented to the Board in December, with additional items from the Committee. 

Vice-Chair Hills stated that because this is the first year for the Commissioner, the key policy goals generally include a review of a plan and the Commissioner’s recommended metrics, in each case for discussion with the Board. He added that the Board will include specific agreed-upon metrics in next year’s Key Goals.  

The Board discussed the Committee’s Key Goals for Spring 2026 Assessment document and, by consensus, inserted “educators,” after “school leaders,” in the last bullet – Stakeholder Relationships. The Board then voted to approve the document with that change.

On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:

VOTED:	that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education approves the Key Goals for the Spring 2026 Commissioner Assessment, as recommended by the Board’s committee.      

The vote, by roll call, was 10–0–1. (Member Rocha abstained due to technical difficulties in her Zoom connection during the discussion.)  

Education Budget Update – Discussion
Commissioner Martinez invited Bill Bell, Chief Financial Officer, to provide an update on the education budget. 
Mr. Bell announced that the Governor will release her FY27 budget proposal on the following day, January 28, 2026. He stated that once that happens, the Commissioner will send a detailed summary of the Governor’s proposed education budget to the Board. Mr. Bell gave a brief overview of the state budget process and anticipated timeline.  
Chair Craven thanked Board members, the Secretary, Commissioner, DESE staff, and all presenters. There being no further business and with no objection, the Chair declared the meeting adjourned at 11:27 a.m. The next regular meeting of the Board is scheduled for Tuesday, February 24, 2026.
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