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MEMORANDUM

	To:
	Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 

	From:	
	Pedro Martinez, Commissioner

	Date:	
	February 18, 2026

	Subject:
	Grant Packages for the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (February) 
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	Pursuant to the authority given to me by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education at its October 21, 2008 meeting, I approved the following competitive grants.

	
FUND
CODE
	
GRANT PROGRAM
	NUMBER OF
PROPOSALS
APPROVED
	
AMOUNT

	0122
	Rethinking Discipline Initiative
	15
	$1,047,400

	0199
	Interpreter in Education Setting
	32
	    $500,013  

	0593
	Partnership for Reading Success – Massachusetts (PRISM) II
	31
	$9,537,600

	0594
	Partnership for Reading Success – Massachusetts (PRISM) III
	25
	$3,314,751

	0791
	Recovery High School Grant Program
	4
	$2,625,000

	TOTAL
	 
	107
	$17,024,764





FY2026 Rethinking Discipline Initiative Fund Code: 0122
Funds Allocated: $1,047,400 (Federal)
Funds Requested: $1,734,800 
Purpose: The purpose of this grant is to assist districts/schools to increase equitable practices and student engagement in the realm of school climate and culture, including rethinking discipline practices and supportive effective alternatives to exclusionary practices.  
Number of Proposals Received: 24
Number of Proposals Recommended: 15
Number of Proposals Not Recommended: 9
Result of Funding: As a result of this grant, 15 districts, in a minimum of one school within each district, will use funds to select external vendors and/or consultants to support schools to implement practices that reduce exclusionary discipline practices and increase positive school environments. These are competitive, one-year grants.  Grant awards range from $9,600 to $75,000.
	Recipients
	Amounts

	Boston Renaissance Charter Public 
	$75,000 

	Chicopee
	$75,000 

	Collegiate Charter School of Lowell 
	$75,000 

	Framingham
	$75,000 

	Leominster
	$63,000 

	Lowell
	$75,000 

	Malden
	$75,000 

	Methuen
	$74,800 

	North Adams
	$75,000 

	Pittsfield
	$75,000 

	Somerset Berkley Regional School District
	$75,000 

	Springfield
	$75,000 

	Taunton
	$75,000 

	Veritas Preparatory Charter School (Springfield)
	$9,600 

	Webster
	$75,000 

	Total Federal Funds
	$1,047,400





FY2026 Interpreter in Education Setting Grant Fund Code: 0199
Funds Allocated: $500,013 (Federal)
Funds Requested: $ 787,169
Purpose: The Interpreter in the Education Setting Training grant is meant to support districts in developing their capacity to provide high-quality interpretation services by training bilingual individuals in their school system to become trained as interpreters in the education setting.
Number of Proposals Received: 37
Number of Proposals Recommended: 32
Number of Proposals Not Recommended: 5
Result of Funding: To support districts in sending bilingual employees to DESE-approved training as interpreters in the education setting.
	Recipients
	Amounts

	Alma del Mar Charter School
	$17,500

	Amherst Public Schools
	$20,000

	Barnstable Public Schools
	$9,325

	Benjamin Banneker Charter 
	$16,500

	Brockton Public Schools
	$11,800

	Community Day Charter
	$16,520

	Dennis-Yarmouth Public Schools
	$11,100

	Everett Public Schools
	$8,613

	Fall River Public Schools
	$35,000

	Gardner Public Schools
	$5,200

	Hill View Montessori Charter
	$14,300

	Lawrence Family Development Charter
	$10,400

	Leominster Public Schools
	$4,500

	Lowell Public Schools
	$35,000

	Maynard Public Schools
	$10,800

	Methuen Public Schools
	$20,000

	Milford Public Schools
	$17,000

	Millis Public Schools
	$3,400

	North Middlesex RSD
	$5,000

	Northboro-Southboro Public Schools
	$12,200

	Northborough Public Schools
	$12,200

	Pittsfield Public Schools
	$19,500

	Prospect Hill Academy Charter
	$2,000

	Revere Public Schools
	$34,850

	Salem Public Schools
	$10,000

	Shore Educational Collaborative
	$35,000

	Southborough Public Schools
	$9,150

	Southeastern Regional School District
	$30,800

	Springfield Public Schools
	$14,000

	Sturgis Charter Public School
	$6,300

	Taunton Public Schools
	$7,000

	Worcester Public Schools
	$34,995

	Total Federal Funds
	$500,013





FY2026 Partnership for Reading Success – Massachusetts (PRISM) II Fund Code: 0593
Funds Allocated: $9,537,600 (State)
Funds Requested: $15,152,086 
Purpose: The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) is offering grant support for grantees using Literacy Launch funding under the grant Partnership for Reading Success – Massachusetts (PRISM) II. The PRISM II grant will support Local Education Agencies (LEAs) including districts, collaboratives, and charter schools, to evaluate, select, purchase, launch, and implement high-quality instructional materials (HQIM) in PreK – grade 3. This grant will empower educators with hands-on support, high-quality instructional materials, and expert guidance to bring to life relevant, real-world literacy learning experiences for every student, especially those who have been historically underserved.

Number of Proposals Received: 57
Number of Proposals Recommended: 31
Number of Proposals Not Recommended: 26
Result of Funding: The FC0593 PRISM II Program Grant will support 31 grantees representing 38 Local Education Agencies (LEAs) in strengthening early literacy instruction through the selection, adoption, and implementation of high-quality instructional materials (HQIM). LEAs will engage in one of two tracks depending on their readiness. Some LEAs will begin implementation of newly selected core ELA/literacy materials, while others will participate in a comprehensive evaluation and selection process during the year. All grantees will receive leadership coaching from a DESE-selected PRISM Curriculum & Instruction Coach, professional learning focused on evidence-based and culturally and linguistically sustaining instructional practices, and support for a cross-functional PRISM Curriculum Council. Funds may be used to compensate educators for participation in grant-related activities through stipends or substitute coverage. This planning and implementation year will lay the foundation for sustained systems-level change and instructional improvement. PRISM II grantees may be eligible for a continuation in FY27.
	Recipients
	Amounts

	Abington Public School District 
	$293,600 

	Berkshire Hills Public School District 
	$164,000 

	Bi-County Collaborative 
	$294,000 

	Billerica Public School District 
	$493,679 

	Boxford Public School District 
	$323,991 

	Burlington Public School District 
	$456,617 

	Community Day Public Charter School 
	$279,600 

	Concord Public School District 
	$366,950 

	Easthampton Public School District 
	$274,023 

	Greenfield Public School District 
	$95,100 

	Holliston Public School District 
	$224,200 

	Hudson Public School District 
	$334,119 

	Kingston Public School District 
	$193,900 

	Lincoln Public School District 
	$239,500 

	Lowell Public School District 
	$798,000 

	Mansfield Public School District 
	$464,006 

	Martha's Vineyard Public School District 
	$259,000 

	Medway Public School District 
	$169,834 

	Methuen Public School District 
	$562,630 

	Milford Public School District 
	$350,179 

	Monomoy Regional School District 
	$95,100 

	Nantucket Public School District 
	 $122,900 

	New Salem- Wendell Public School District 
	$220,160 

	Pittsfield Public School District
	$776,500

	Plympton Public School District 
	$133,700 

	Sharon Public School District 
	$293,518 

	Silver Lake Public School District 
	$95,100 

	Somerset Public School District 
	$298,200 

	Uxbridge Public School District 
	$270,420 

	Wayland Public School District 
	$367,100 

	Weston Public School District 
	$227,976

	Total State Funds
	$9,537,600



FY2026 Partnership for Reading Success – Massachusetts (PRISM) III Fund Code: 0594
Funds Allocated: $3,314,751 (State)
Funds Requested: $6,364,305 (State) 
Purpose: The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) is offering grant support for LEAs using state funding under the grant Partnership for Reading Success – Massachusetts (PRISM) III. The PRISM III grant will support Local Education Agencies (LEAs) including districts and collaboratives, to evaluate, select, purchase, launch, and implement high-quality instructional materials (HQIM) in grades 4-12. This grant will empower educators with hands-on support, high-quality instructional materials, and expert guidance to bring to life relevant, real-world literacy learning experiences for every student, especially those who have been historically underserved.
Number of Proposals Received: 64
Number of Proposals Recommended: 25
Number of Proposals Not Recommended: 39
Result of Funding: The FC0594 PRISM III Program Grant will support 25 grantees representing 29 Local Education Agencies (LEAs) in their work to strengthen literacy systems through the selection, adoption, and implementation of high-quality instructional materials (HQIM). In Year 1 (July 1–August 31, 2025), LEAs will engage in one of three tracks based on their readiness: purchasing selected materials, preparing to evaluate and select materials, or deepening implementation of materials already in use. All grantees will receive leadership coaching from a DESE-approved PRISM Curriculum and Instruction Coach to analyze current curriculum and instruction systems and to support the establishment of a PRISM Curriculum Council. Funds may also be used for professional learning to promote evidence-based, inclusive, and culturally and linguistically sustaining implementation practices, as well as for stipends or substitute coverage to compensate educators’ time in support of grant activities. Recipients may be eligible for a continuation in FY27.
	Recipients
	Amounts

	ACCEPT Educational Collaborative
	         $54,900

	Attleboro Public School District
	$156,982

	Barnstable Public School District
	$21,000

	Billerica Public School District
	$357,050

	Bi-County Collaborative (BICO)
	$127,500

	Boxford Public School District (in consortium with Topsfield)
	$111,496

	Brookline Public School District
	$207,072

	Easthampton Public School District
	$66,500

	Everett Public School District
	$132,000

	Gateway Regional School District
	$18,000

	Greater Lawrence Regional Vocational Technical School District
	$54,500

	Haverhill Public School District
	$197,000

	Hudson Public School District
	$57,681

	Lowell Public School District
	$549,500

	Mansfield Public School District
	$92,115

	Milford Public School District
	$96,245

	Nantucket Public School District
	$123,132

	New Salem-Wendell School District (in consortium with Leverett and Erving)
	$83,022

	Northampton Public School District
	$18,000

	Sharon Public School District
	$126,316

	Somerville Public School District
	$338,000

	Spencer – East Brookfield School District
	$62,015

	Stoneham Public School District
	$57,195

	Uxbridge Public School District
	$189,530

	Ware Public School District
	$18,000

	Total State Funds
	$3,314,751







FY2026 Recovery High School Grant Program Fund Code: 0791
Funds Allocated: $2,625,000 (State)        
Funds Requested: $3,150,000 
Purpose: To support the implementation of Recovery High School Programs set forth in M.G.L. c. 71, § 91.
Number of Proposals Received: 5
Number of Proposals Recommended: 4 
Number of Proposals Not Recommended: 1
Result of Funding: This grant program will assist four (4) school districts/collaboratives to provide recovery and academic support for students diagnosed with a substance use disorder at five (5) locations. Pending budget appropriation, two years of continuation funding will be available, for a total grant period of three (3) years — Fiscal Year 2026 (FY26), FY27, and FY28. A total of approximately 100 students will be served each year.
	Recipients
	Amounts

	Action for Boston Community Development – Ostiguy Recovery High School (Boston)
	$525,000

	Central Massachusetts Collaborative – Rockdale Recovery High School (Worcester)
	$525,000

	North River Collaborative – Independence Academy (Brockton and Cape Cod)
	$1,050,000

	Northshore Education Consortium – Northshore Recovery High School (Beverly)
	$525,000

	Total State Funds
	$2,625,000
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