	
	
	



Minutes of the Regular Meeting 
of the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
135 Santilli Highway 
Everett, Massachusetts 02149 
Tuesday, March 24, 2026, 9:06 a.m. – 12:20 p.m.


Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Present:   
Katherine Craven, Chair, Brookline 
Matthew Hills, Vice-Chair, Newton (remote)
Isabella Chamberlain, Hudson, Student Member 
Ericka Fisher, Worcester 
Christina Grant, Cambridge
Amy Kershaw, Acting Secretary of Education, Boston 
Farzana Mohamed, Newton
Dálida Rocha, Worcester
Kristen Smidy, Westfield
Martin West, Newton  

Member of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Absent:  
Mary Ann Stewart, Lexington 


Pedro Martinez, Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education 

**********************************************************************************************************
Chair Craven called the meeting of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (Board) to order at 9:06 a.m., and members introduced themselves. The meeting was livestreamed and recorded. The Chair then invited public comments.
Statements from the Public
· Migdalia Díaz, Interim Massachusetts Executive Director & Chief Operating Officer - Latinos for Education, addressed the Board on the topic of educator licensure and preparation 
· Kahris McLaughlin addressed the Board on the topic of educator licensure and preparation 
· Gerry Mroz addressed the Board on the topics of educator licensure and Commonwealth virtual schools renewal applications and report on conditions 
· Patrick Lattuca, Superintendent – TECCA, addressed the Board on the topic of Commonwealth virtual schools renewal applications and report on conditions 
· Salah E. Khelfaoui, Superintendent – Greater Commonwealth Virtual School, addressed the Board on the topic of Commonwealth virtual schools renewal applications and report on conditions
· Michael Moriarty, Executive Director – OneHolyoke CDC, addressed the Board on the topic of early literacy 
· Lorraine Ceaser, Valley Opportunity Council, addressed the Board on the topic of adult education 
· Attiana Maldonado, Valley Opportunity Council, addressed the Board on the topic of adult education 

Comments from the Chair
Chair Craven opened the meeting and welcomed Acting Secretary Amy Kershaw. She then thanked Board members for their attendance at the Board retreat. She said much of the conversation centered on the Accelerating Achievement initiative, and she was struck by the depth of engagement from Board members as everyone came ready to think seriously about how the Board can play a meaningful role in moving this work forward. The Chair then turned to Acting Secretary Kershaw for her comments.

Comments from the Acting Secretary
Acting Secretary Kershaw expressed her thanks and said it has been an honor to serve temporarily in the role of Acting Secretary. She said she looks forward to welcoming incoming Secretary Stephen Zrike on March 30, 2026.

Acting Secretary Kershaw said she was pleased to visit the Taylor Elementary School in New Bedford to celebrate school breakfast week and participate in handing out hot local free breakfast to the students. 

The Acting Secretary noted that she attended the Ways and Means Committee hearing in Lawrence and thanked all those in Lawrence who hosted and supported the meeting. She was pleased to join Commissioner Martinez and Commissioner Ortega and testify in support of the Governor’s FY27 budget investments in education.

Comments from the Commissioner 
Commissioner Martinez began by thanking Acting Secretary Kershaw for her support and collaboration during this transition time. He also spoke of the Governor’s FY27 budget and discussed an overview of the Chapter 70 process. 

The Commissioner then thanked Board members for participating in the recent Board retreat and shared highlights from his recent school visits. He stated that he joined Governor Healey at the State House to discuss the Advanced Placement Class of 2025 exam results released by the College Board. 

Commissioner Martinez acknowledged new artwork displayed in the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE/Department) conference room in Everett as part of the rotating Featured Art Showcase, which highlights a selected Massachusetts art educator every other month. The current display is from students at Central Massachusetts Collaborative.

Next, the Commissioner gave an update on Fall River Public Schools, noting that on February 17th, Mayor Paul Coogan of Fall River requested in a letter that DESE launch an investigation into the Fall River School Committee. The Department’s last District Review Report of the Fall River Public Schools, which was completed in May 2025, identified areas of concern with the role of the Committee and its impact on the Superintendent's ability to manage priorities. 
 
In a March 11th letter to the Mayor, the Commissioner indicated that he asked Deputy Commissioner Robert Curtin to lead a targeted follow-up district review of the Fall River Public Schools with a focus on the governance structures within the District and the Committee specifically. The Commissioner said he anticipates this review will be completed expeditiously and he will keep the Board updated.   

The Commissioner also gave an update on the K-12 Statewide Graduation Council and the external advisory groups. He stated that the final Statewide Graduation Council report is on track for release in June 2026. 

Lastly, the Commissioner noted that MCAS administration is now underway. He stated that MCAS remains our most comprehensive statewide tool for understanding how close students are to meeting our standards and where they need more support.   

Commissioner Martinez then turned the meeting back to Chair Craven.

Routine Business
Approval of the Minutes of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Regular Meeting, February 24, 2026 

Chair Craven called for a motion and vote to approve meeting minutes from the February 24, 2026, regular meeting. 

On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:   
VOTED:	that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education approves the minutes of the February 24, 2026 regular meeting.  
The vote, by roll call, was unanimous. 

2026 School Counselor of the Year - Discussion
Commissioner Martinez introduced the first agenda item, the 2026 School Counselor of the Year. He announced that the 2026 Massachusetts School Counselor of the Year is Henry Wan of Harrington Elementary School in Lexington. The Commissioner invited Lisa Harney from DESE's Office of College, Career, and Technical Education, and Bob Bardwell, Executive Director of the Massachusetts School Counselors Association to speak about Mr. Wan. Mr. Wan thanked the Board for being recognized and affirmed in his role as a school counselor. He then sang a song to share the reason he does what he does for the students. 
The Board commended Mr. Wan for his good work and his creativity to support his students.
Proposed Amendments to Regulations on Educator Licensure and Preparation Program Approval, 603 CMR 7.00 - Discussion and Possible Vote
The Commissioner announced the next agenda item, which is part of a larger, ongoing commitment to expand and diversify the educator workforce. 

Commissioner Martinez explained that one of the Department’s priorities, Teach Tomorrow, continues investments in cultivating a stronger, more expansive and diverse educator pipeline, from high school up through college, licensure, and into employment. The focus is on expanding access to teaching, growing pipelines into some of the hardest to staff roles and working to cultivate more supportive working conditions where teachers want to stay and thrive.
 
He stated that today’s discussion is on one part of this pipeline: new pathways to licensure, which are designed to open more doors to a diverse pool of aspiring teachers while maintaining our high standards for excellence.
 
In November, the Board voted to solicit public comment on proposed amendments to our educator licensure and preparation program approval regulations. Following a robust public comment period that ran through late January, DESE incorporated feedback into two additional proposed changes, and is now recommending the amended regulations for final adoption. 
 
Commissioner Martinez then invited Claire Abbott, Director of Educator Effectiveness, 
Brian Devine, Director of Educator Licensure, Liz Losee, Director of Educator Effectiveness Policy and Lucy Wall, legal counsel, to present and take questions from Board members. 

Ms. Abbott began by reviewing the proposed amendments to the educator licensure and preparation program approval regulations. She explained that the proposed amendments went out for public comment in November and the Department received 201 comments. She described themes from the public comment including: 
· Strong overall support for the alternative assessment pathway for teachers, administrators and professional support personnel and the five-year evaluation
· Interest in expanded options for eligibility for the alternative licensure pathway
· Support for administrative regulatory amendments
 
Ms. Abbott explained that based on the public comment, there are two additional changes being recommended today. 
Recommended Change #1 - School-Based Employment
· An updated definition of school-based employment 
· Allows for experience in one district, not just one school, to count toward eligibility for waiving the Communication and Literacy Skills test, or eligibility to access the portfolio option in lieu of the subject matter test 
· Flexibility to move between schools within a district while accruing the two years of required experience
Recommended Change #2 - Additional Eligibility Option for Portfolio Access to Waive Subject Matter Test
· Added Career Technical Education (CTE) licensure tests for eligibility to access the portfolio option in lieu of the subject matter test
· Allows for increased access to the portfolio option for educators who have already demonstrated related subject matter knowledge through an appropriate CTE test(s)
Ms. Abbott, other members of the panel, and the Commissioner responded to questions from the Board. There was a thoughtful discussion, and it was decided to bring this back to the Board with additional information at the next Board meeting.

Chair Craven thanked the team for the presentation and their ongoing work.
Commonwealth Virtual Schools Renewal Applications and Report on Conditions - Discussion and Vote
Commissioner Martinez introduced Associate Commissioner Alison Bagg and Esther Jeong and Ruth Hersh from the DESE team to present the next agenda item on certificate renewals and conditions for Massachusetts' two Commonwealth Virtual Schools. 
Ms. Bagg described the process for renewing certificates for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts virtual schools (CMVS). She explained that as the sole authorizer in Massachusetts, the Board is responsible for awarding certificates to operate a CMVS for not less than three years and not more than five years and developing procedures and guidelines for amending, revoking, and renewing a virtual school certificate.
She then noted that the Commissioner recommends renewals for both CMVS certificates for a four-year period. He also recommends the extension of a condition requiring significant and sustained academic improvement from both schools. Further he recommends removing the condition that TECCA met related to the school’s financial oversight.
Ms. Bagg answered questions from the Board.
Chair Craven called for a motion and vote to approve the renewal of the two CMVSs
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:   
VOTED:	that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, in accordance with General Laws chapter 71, section 94, and 603 CMR 52.00, hereby renews the certificate of Greater Commonwealth Virtual School (GCVS) for four years and extends one condition that follows, as recommended by the Commissioner.  
 
By December 31, 2029, the school must demonstrate that it is an academic success by providing evidence that the school has exhibited significant and sustained academic improvement as determined by the Commissioner. Should the school demonstrate significant and sustained academic improvement before 2029, the Commissioner may remove this condition rather than wait until December 31, 2029.   
 
Additionally, aligned with prior practice, the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, in accordance with chapter 71, section 94, delegates to the Commissioner the authority to annually adjust GCVS’s per pupil tuition rate to reflect Chapter 70 inflation increases and amend GCVS’s certificate accordingly. 
 
In addition to meeting the terms of this condition, GCVS must comply with the terms of its certificate. Failure to meet this condition within the timeline specified may result in the Board placing the school on probation, revoking its certificate, or imposing additional conditions on its certificate. 
 
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts virtual school shall be operated in accordance with the provisions of General Laws chapter 71, section 94; 603 CMR 52.00; and all other applicable state and federal laws and regulations and such conditions as the Commissioner or the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education may from time to time establish, all of which shall be deemed conditions of the certificate. 

The vote, by roll call, was unanimous. 

VOTED:	that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, in accordance with General Laws chapter 71, section 94, and 603 CMR 52.00, hereby renews the certificate of TEC Connections Academy Commonwealth Virtual School (TECCA) for four years, removes the condition imposed on the school’s certificate related to financial oversight, and extends one condition that follows, as recommended by the Commissioner.  
 
By December 31, 2029, the school must demonstrate that it is an academic success by providing evidence that the school has exhibited significant and sustained academic improvement as determined by the Commissioner. Should the school demonstrate significant and sustained academic improvement before 2029, the Commissioner may remove this condition rather than wait until December 31, 2029.   
 
Additionally, aligned with prior practice, the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, in accordance with chapter 71, section 94, delegates to the Commissioner the authority to annually adjust TECCA’s per pupil tuition rate to reflect Chapter 70 inflation increases and amend TECCA’s certificate accordingly. 
 
In addition to meeting the terms of this condition, TECCA must comply with the terms of its certificate. Failure to meet this condition within the timeline specified may result in the Board placing the school on probation, revoking its certificate, or imposing additional conditions on its certificate. 
 
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts virtual school shall be operated in accordance with the provisions of General Laws chapter 71, section 94; 603 CMR 52.00; and all other applicable state and federal laws and regulations and such conditions as the Commissioner or the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education may from time to time establish, all of which shall be deemed conditions of the certificate. 
 
The vote, by roll call, was unanimous. 
State Student Advisory Council Mid-Year Report 
Lastly, Commissioner Martinez welcomed student Board member Isabella Chamberlain to present the mid-year report for the State Student Advisory Council (SSAC or Council).
Member Chamberlain began with an overview of what the SSAC is. She explained that the Council is made up of student representatives from secondary schools who serve on five Regional Student Advisory Councils (RSACs). Each region elects their leadership who make up and serve on the SSAC. ​
Member Chamberlain said the Council's focus this year was on Utilizing Student Voice to Impact Wellness, with a focus on emotional wellbeing, bullying and harassment, and nutrition and school nutritional environments. She shared the Council’s next steps and answered questions from the Board. 
Chair Craven and Commissioner Martinez thanked Member Chamberlain for her report and her ongoing work with the SSAC. 

Chair Craven thanked Board members, the Secretary, Commissioner, DESE staff, and all presenters. There being no further business and with no objection, the Chair declared the meeting adjourned at 12:20 p.m. The next regular meeting of the Board is scheduled for Tuesday, April 28, 2026.
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