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MEMORANDUM

	To:
	Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 

	From:
	Pedro Martinez, Commissioner

	Date:
	March 18, 2026

	Subject:
	2026 School Counselor of the Year


[bookmark: TO][bookmark: FROM][bookmark: DATE][bookmark: RE]

School counselors play an essential role in preparing students to be college- and career-ready and helping meet their social and emotional needs. During the pandemic and beyond, the school counselors’ role has greatly expanded with a focus on student attendance, mental health support, and post-secondary planning. We celebrate and honor the work of all school counselors, exemplified by the Massachusetts School Counselor of the Year, Henry Wan, of the Harrington Elementary School in Lexington. I am delighted that Mr. Wan will join us at the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education meeting on March 24th. 

Mr. Wan was honored as the 2026 School Counselor of the Year by the Massachusetts School Counselors Association (MASCA) at a surprise school assembly on Tuesday, January 20, 2026, in the Harrington Elementary School cafeteria/gymnasium. He has made outstanding contributions as an elementary school counselor at Harrington.  

His principal, Jacqueline Daley, said, “Henry Wan, our dedicated school counselor, is a cornerstone of the Harrington community and a trusted advocate for students and families alike. Deeply committed to supporting the academic, social, and emotional well-being of every child, Henry approaches his work with compassion, professionalism, and clinical expertise. His strong relationships with families reflect his belief that collaboration and empathy are key to student success. Beyond his counseling role, Henry is an active presence at PTA events and community gatherings, always ready to lend his time and insight. Henry is the visionary behind Harrington’s We Will Belong project, a powerful initiative that fosters connection and celebrates diversity across the school community. A talented musician, Henry brings creativity and joy to his work, often using music as a tool for healing and connection. Henry’s positivity, deep integrity, and unwavering commitment to equity make him not only an exceptional counselor but also an inspiring leader and colleague.” 

MASCA Executive Director Robert Bardwell added, “The recognition of Henry Wan as the MASCA 2026 School Counselor of the Year is a testament to his exemplary counseling skills, resources and professionalism, earning him admiration from students, parents, faculty, colleagues, and the Harrington Elementary School community.”

“Every day,” stated Mr. Wan, “my goal as part of the Counseling Department at Harrington Elementary is to help my students believe that We All Belong. Whether pursuing systemic goals like acceptance and belonging school-wide through the K-5 counseling curriculum and playground lessons, advocating for students with special needs, bringing healing to interpersonal conflicts via restorative justice practices, spearheading the unique initiatives of We All Belong Wednesdays and affinity groups, or collaborating with students through empowering student-led groups, I strive to make this goal a reality.” 

We congratulate Henry Wan, and through him celebrate the work of all school counselors across the Commonwealth. Lisa Harney, DESE’s Coordinator of Secondary Support, from our Office of College, Career, and Technical Education, and Robert Bardwell, MASCA Executive Director, will be at the Board meeting on March 24 to welcome and celebrate Mr. Wan. 
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