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MEMORANDUM
	To:
	Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 

	From:
	Pedro Martinez, Commissioner

	Date:
	March 18, 2026

	Subject:
	Proposed Amendments to Regulations on Educator Licensure and Preparation Program Approval, 603 CMR 7.00   



In November 2025, the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (Board) voted to solicit public comment on the proposed amendments to the 603 CMR 7.00 Regulations for Educator Licensure and Preparation Program Approval. The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (Department) invited public comment on the proposed regulatory changes from November 19, 2025 through January 23, 2026. Following the public comment period, I am recommending two additional changes to the regulations. Enclosed with this memorandum are the amended regulations, for final adoption. 

Background
At the November 2025 Board meeting, the Board voted to release for public comment proposed amendments to the Regulations for Educator Licensure and Preparation Program Approval, 603 CMR 7.00. The proposed amendments to the regulations were made in response to Section 300 (d) of the Mass Leads Act, Chapter 238 of the Acts of 2024, which authorizes the development of a new alternative licensure pathway. 

Key provisions of the proposed amendments that went out for public comment included the following:  

· New and amended Definitions in 603 CMR 7.02 in alignment with the proposed alternative licensure pathway 
· New language in 603 CMR 7.04 outlining the new alternative licensure pathway that would allow an eligible educator candidate to waive the communication and literacy skills test or a subject matter knowledge test
· Revisions to the add license options in 603 CMR 7.15 to include alternative assessments and the proposed alternative licensure pathway
· New implementation language in 603 CMR 7.15 to include timelines for implementing revised subject matter knowledge requirements
· Revisions to non-substantive language to update references in various sections of the regulations.

Summary of the Public Comment
During the over 60-day public comment period, the Department received more than 200 comments from both individuals and organizations.  Commentors included individuals who serve in roles within districts and preparation programs; advocacy organizations; students, family and community members; and statewide associations and organizations, with 56 percent of comments coming from teachers.  A summary of the public comment is enclosed with this memo.

Response to the Public Comment
Overall, public comment was supportive of the proposed amendments. Based on specific suggestions submitted through public comment received, I am recommending two additional changes to the regulations proposed at the November 2025 Board meeting. The two additional changes are:

1. An updated definition of school-based employment to allow experience in one district, not just one school, to count toward eligibility for waiving the Communication and Literacy Skills test, or eligibility to access the portfolio option in lieu of the subject matter test. This will allow someone who may move between schools within a district to still accrue the two years of required experience.

1. The inclusion of appropriate Career Technical Education (CTE) licensure tests for eligibility to access the portfolio option in lieu of the subject matter test. This will increase access to the portfolio option for educators who have already demonstrated related subject matter knowledge through an appropriate CTE test(s).
 
At the March 24, 2026 Board meeting, Claire Abbott, Director of Educator Effectiveness, Brian Devine, Director of Educator Licensure, Liz Losee, Director of Educator Effectiveness Policy, and Lucy Wall of our legal staff will present a summary of the public comment and the two additional proposed changes to the regulations based on public comment. 

Attached are three documents: a summary of public comment received and the Department’s response; the proposed final regulations; and a motion to adopt the regulations. All comments, with personal data redacted as required, are available upon request.
 
Attachments: 
· Summary of Public Comment
· Proposed Final Regulations
· Motion: 603 CMR 7.00
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