




MEMORANDUM

To:		Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
From:		Pedro Martinez, Commissioner
Date:		March 18, 2026
Subject:	Charter Schools – Thirteen Charters Renewed and Actions Taken with 
Respect to Conditions on Three Charters 


At its meeting in February 2013, the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (Board) authorized the Commissioner to act on its behalf in “(a) granting charter renewals that do not involve probation; (b) approving charter amendments that do not involve changes in grade span, maximum enrollment, or districts served; and (c) removing or continuing conditions imposed on charters of charter schools; provided that the Commissioner shall report to the Board on all charter renewals, charter amendments, and conditions that have been so approved; and provided further, that the Commissioner shall notify the Board in advance of all such intended actions, and a Board member may request that the Commissioner place the charter matter(s) on the agenda of the Board for discussion and action.” The Charter School Regulations also allow the Commissioner to impose conditions, and to remove the conditions imposed, on a school’s charter.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Pursuant to 603 CMR 1.12(1), the Commissioner may “impose conditions on a school's charter for violations of law or failure to make progress with student achievement, failure to adhere to and enhance its recruitment and retention plan, failure to comply with the terms of its charter, or failure to remain viable.”] 


[image: Logo for the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education]
On February 18, 2026, I notified the board that I intended to renew the charters of 13 schools, 9 unconditionally and 4 with conditions. I stated that I intended to renew without conditions the charters of Alma del Mar Charter School; Boston Green Academy Horace Mann Charter School; Bridge Boston Charter School; Innovation Academy Charter School; Learning First Charter Public School; Martha's Vineyard Public Charter School; Martin Luther King, Jr. Charter School of Excellence; New Heights Charter School of Brockton; and Phoenix Academy Charter Public High School, Chelsea; and I also stated that I intended to renew with conditions the charters of Benjamin Banneker Charter Public School, Codman Academy Charter Public School, Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Charter Public School,[footnoteRef:3] and Prospect Hill Academy Charter School. [3:  In February 2025, the Board approved changes to decrease the number of districts in Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Charter Public School’s charter region and imposed a condition requiring the school to submit a regional transportation plan. I intend to bring a recommendation to remove the condition to a future Board meeting. ] 
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These conditions are detailed later in this memorandum. Lastly, I also notified the Board that I intended to remove the condition imposed on the charter of Phoenix Academy Charter Public High School, Chelsea. No Board member requested that any of these matters be brought to the full Board for review.

I notified the Board in a separate memo dated February 18, 2026, that I intended to remove the conditions imposed on the charters of Marblehead Community Charter Public School and Pioneer Charter School of Science II and impose a revised condition on each charter related to the requirements of G.L. c. 71, § 89(n).[footnoteRef:4] I also stated that I intended to remove the condition imposed on the charter of Roxbury Preparatory Charter School. No Board member requested that any of these matters be brought to the full Board for review. [4:  “In any instance where a charter school approved after January 1, 2011 enrolls more than 20 per cent of its total enrollment from school districts not included in its original charter pursuant to subsection (h) for 2 consecutive years, the charter school shall submit an application to the board for an amendment to its charter that reflects its actual enrollment patterns; provided further that upon renewal of a charter school approved prior to January 1, 2011, the board shall establish a timeline of not less than 5 years for the charter to comply with this requirement.” G.L. c. 71, § 89(n)] 


I am now notifying the Board that I have taken these actions. Summary information regarding all 16 charter schools is provided in this memorandum. All charters renewed run from July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2031. These charters are renewed for the maximum enrollment, grades served, and district(s) served indicated in this memorandum. All of the schools shall operate in accordance with the provisions of G.L. c. 71, § 89; 603 CMR 1.00; and all other applicable state and federal laws and regulations and such additional conditions as the Commissioner or the Board may establish, all of which shall be deemed conditions of the relevant charters. Department staff will work with schools to address areas of concern identified during the renewal process.

Charters Renewed	
Alma del Mar Charter School (Alma)
Mission Statement: “Alma del Mar is an inclusive, K-8 EL school that puts New Bedford students on a college trajectory and challenges them to be service-oriented leaders. By engaging in a rigorous academic program with an emphasis on meaningful work, our students will master essential skills and content, take ownership of their learning and think boldly while addressing complex academic and community issues.”






Alma School Facts
	School Fact Type
	School Facts

	Type of Charter
	Commonwealth

	Location
	New Bedford

	Regional or Non-Regional
	Non-Regional

	Years Renewed
	2016, 2021, 2026

	Maximum Enrollment
	1,044

	Grade Span
	K-8

	Age of School (2025-26)
	15



Benjamin Banneker Charter Public School (BBCPS)
Mission Statement: “The Benjamin Banneker Charter Public School is a K1 through grade 6 Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) school serving all students. The school is founded on the belief that all students are able to develop academic mastery, regardless of race, socioeconomic status, culture, native language, gender or sexual orientation. The staff of caring, dedicated, and highly qualified professionals integrate language and fine arts into the standard-based STEM curricula and uses authentic data to monitor every student’s growth and achievement.”
[bookmark: _Hlk219268532]BBCPS School Facts
	School Fact Type
	School Facts 

	Type of Charter
	Commonwealth

	Location
	Cambridge

	Regional or Non-Regional
	Regional

	Districts in Region
	Cambridge, Somerville

	Years Renewed
	2001, 2006, 2011, 2016, 2021, 2026

	Maximum Enrollment
	350

	Grade Span
	PK-6

	Age of School (2025-26)
	30



The renewal of the charter of BBCPS is explicitly conditioned as follows. Failure to meet this condition may result in the Board imposing additional conditions on the school’s charter, placing it on probation, or revoking its charter.

Condition: By November 1, 2026, Benjamin Banneker Charter Public School will submit for Department approval a plan that ensures enrollment from outside the school’s charter region does not exceed 20 percent of the school’s total population for two consecutive years by October 1, 2028. The school’s board of trustees must approve the plan. The plan must include a comprehensive evaluation of student enrollment including, but not limited to, an assessment of application and admission data; changes in residency of enrolled students; and the school’s efforts to recruit and retain students within its current region, including transportation services. By October 1, 2028, Benjamin Banneker Charter Public School must enroll no more than 20 percent of its total student population from outside Cambridge and Somerville. Alternatively, the school may submit a charter amendment request no later than August 1, 2029, to amend the school’s charter to address the statutory requirement of Chapter 71 Section 89(n). 

Boston Green Academy Horace Mann Charter School (BGA)
Mission Statement: “Boston Green Academy welcomes diverse students of all abilities, educates and empowers them to succeed in college and career, and prepares them to lead in the sustainability of our community and world.”
BGA School Facts
	School Fact Type
	School Facts

	Type of Charter
	Horace Mann III

	Location
	Boston

	Regional or Non-Regional
	Non-Regional

	Years Renewed
	2016, 2021, 2026

	Maximum Enrollment
	595

	Grade Span
	7-12

	Age of School (2025-26)
	15



Bridge Boston Charter School (BBCS)
Mission Statement: “Bridge Boston Charter School is an inclusive and joyful community that combines a dynamic academic and social emotional learning program with an innovative full service model in order to meet the needs of the whole child and ensure our Scholars can achieve their greatest potential in high school and beyond.”



BBCS School Facts
	School Fact Type
	School Facts

	Type of Charter
	Commonwealth

	Location
	Boston

	Regional or Non-Regional
	Non-Regional

	Years Renewed
	2016, 2021, 2026

	Maximum Enrollment
	335

	Grade Span
	PK-8

	Age of School (2025-26)
	15



Codman Academy Charter Public School (CACPS)
Mission Statement: “Our mission is to provide an outstanding, transformative education to prepare students for success in college, further education and beyond.”
CACPS School Facts
	School Fact Type
	School Facts

	Type of Charter
	Commonwealth

	Location
	Boston

	Regional or Non-Regional
	Non-Regional

	Years Renewed
	2006, 2011, 2016, 2021, 2026

	Maximum Enrollment
	345

	Grade Span
	PK-12

	Age of School (2025-26)
	25



The renewal of the charter of CACPS is explicitly conditioned as follows. Failure to meet this condition may result in the Board imposing additional conditions on the school’s charter, placing it on probation, or revoking its charter.

Condition: By December 31, 2028, the school must demonstrate that it is an academic success by providing evidence that the school has exhibited significant and sustained academic improvement as determined by the Commissioner. Should the school demonstrate significant and sustained academic improvement before 2028, the Commissioner may consider removing this condition, rather than wait until December 31, 2028.

Innovation Academy Charter School (IACS)
Mission Statement: “IACS creates an inclusive educational environment that helps students become self-directed problem solvers, effective communicators, and invested community members for our complex and evolving world.”
IACS School Facts
	School Fact Type
	School Facts

	Type of Charter
	Commonwealth

	Location
	Tyngsborough

	Regional or Non-Regional
	Regional

	Districts in Region
	Billerica, Chelmsford, Dracut, Groton-Dunstable, Littleton, Lowell, Tewksbury, Tyngsborough, Westford

	Years Renewed
	2001, 2006, 2011, 2016, 2021, 2026

	Maximum Enrollment
	800

	Grade Span
	5-12

	Age of School (2025-26)
	30



Learning First Charter Public School (LFCPS)
Mission Statement: “Learning First Charter Public School is committed to preparing a diverse cross section of Worcester children for success as students, workers, and citizens by providing them with a high quality education at prevailing public school costs.”
LFCPS School Facts
	School Fact Type
	School Facts

	Type of Charter
	Commonwealth

	Location
	Worcester

	Regional or Non-Regional
	Non-Regional

	Years Renewed
	2001, 2006, 2011, 2016, 2021, 2026

	Maximum Enrollment
	666

	Grade Span
	K-8

	Age of School (2025-26)
	30



Martha's Vineyard Public Charter School (MVPCS)
Mission Statement: “It is the mission of the Martha’s Vineyard Public Charter School to create a public school that will cultivate lifelong learners in a multi-aged, project-based setting. Within an environment that models interdependence as the foundation of society: the individual student will learn to direct his/her own learning, the group will make decisions together and recognize the unique contributions of each member, the community will support and interact with the school body.”
MVPCS School Facts
	School Fact Type
	School Facts

	Type of Charter
	Commonwealth

	Location
	West Tisbury

	Regional or Non-Regional
	Regional

	Districts in Region
	Edgartown, Martha’s Vineyard, Oak Bluffs, Tisbury, Up Island Regional

	Years Renewed
	2001, 2006, 2011, 2016, 2021, 2026

	Maximum Enrollment
	180

	Grade Span
	K-12

	Age of School (2025-26)
	30



Martin Luther King, Jr. Charter School of Excellence (MLK)
Mission Statement: “Through high expectations, a structured academic environment, and positive character development, Martin Luther King, Jr. Charter School of Excellence ensures that every student in kindergarten through grade 5 is equipped to think critically, communicate clearly, and are empowered with a strong ethical foundation to be set on the path for success in college, career, and life. The school incorporates Dr. King’s commitment to the highest standards in scholarship, civic participation, and the ideal of the beloved community.”











MLK School Facts
	School Fact Type
	School Facts

	Type of Charter
	Commonwealth

	Location
	Springfield

	Regional or Non-Regional
	Non-Regional

	Years Renewed
	2011, 2016, 2021, 2026

	Maximum Enrollment
	360

	Grade Span
	K-5

	Age of School (2025-26)
	20



New Heights Charter School of Brockton (NHCSB)
Mission Statement: “Our mission is to prepare all scholars for college. Period.”
NHCSB School Facts
	School Fact Type
	School Facts

	Type of Charter
	Commonwealth

	Location
	Brockton

	Regional or Non-Regional
	Regional

	Districts in Region
	Brockton, Randolph, Taunton

	Years Renewed
	2021, 2026

	Maximum Enrollment
	735

	Grade Span
	6-12

	Age of School (2025-26)
	10



Phoenix Academy Charter Public High School, Chelsea (Phoenix Chelsea)
Mission Statement: “Phoenix Academy Public Charter High School Chelsea challenges resilient, systemically marginalized students with rigorous academics and relentless supports, so they take ownership of their futures and succeed in high school, college, and as self-sufficient adults.”
Phoenix Chelsea School Facts
	School Fact Type
	School Facts

	Type of Charter
	Commonwealth

	Location
	Chelsea

	Regional or Non-Regional
	Regional

	Districts in Region
	Chelsea, Everett, Lynn, Revere

	Years Renewed
	2011, 2016, 2021, 2026

	Maximum Enrollment
	225

	Grade Span
	9-12

	Age of School (2025-26)
	20



No conditions remain on this charter. See the attached February 18, 2026, memorandum related to renewal.

Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Charter Public School (PVPA)
Mission Statement: “PVPA offers its students intensive exposure to the performing arts within the context of an excellent college preparatory curriculum.”
PVPA School Facts
	School Fact Type
	School Facts

	Type of Charter
	Commonwealth

	Location
	South Hadley

	Regional or Non-Regional
	Regional

	Districts in Region
	Agawam, Amherst-Pelham, Belchertown, Chicopee, East Longmeadow, Easthampton, Granby, Hadley, Hampden-Wilbraham, Hampshire, Hatfield, Holyoke, Ludlow, Northampton, South Hadley, Springfield, West Springfield, Westfield

	Years Renewed
	2001, 2006, 2011, 2016, 2021, 2026

	Maximum Enrollment
	400

	Grade Span
	7-12

	Age of School (2025-26)
	30



The renewal of the charter of PVPA is explicitly conditioned as follows. Failure to meet these conditions may result in the Board imposing additional conditions on the school’s charter, placing it on probation, or revoking its charter.

Condition 1: By May 1, 2026, the board of trustees of Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Charter Public School will select third-party, external consultant(s) to investigate and assess the board’s and school leadership’s handling of incidents that occurred during the 2024-25 school year. Such investigation shall include, but not be limited to, the school’s compliance with Title IX, 603 CMR 26.00, and 603 CMR 1.00 and whether the school and its leadership have fulfilled their responsibilities as mandated reporters under G.L. c. 119, § 51A. The board must submit the identity and qualifications of such consultant and the scope of the investigation to the Department, and the Department must approve the consultant and the scope in writing in advance of such investigation.

Condition 2: By May 1, 2026, the board of trustees of Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Charter Public School will select third-party, external consultant(s) to engage students, staff, and families in an assessment of school culture and climate, student safety and well-being, and stakeholder engagement. The board must submit the identity and qualifications of such consultant and the assessment tool(s) to the Department, and the Department must approve the consultant and proposed tools in writing in advance of such assessment(s).

Condition 3: By August 3, 2026, the board will submit an action plan for Department review and approval, that addresses
a. the areas for improvement identified through the assessment tool(s),
b. the areas for improvement identified in the investigation of the actions of the board and school leadership in response to past incidents, and
c. the specific strategies and timeline(s) for implementation to address all areas for improvement. 
In addition, the action plan must include descriptions of specific policies, procedures, and regular staff training that will ensure board oversight and overall school compliance with charter and public school requirements regarding complaint policy, mandated reporting, and reporting significant matters to the Department.

Condition 4: By August 3, 2026, the board of trustees of Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Charter Public School will engage in training, conducted by an external consultant, on the roles and responsibilities of a board of trustees of a charter school. The board training must include, but is not limited to, establishing and maintaining effective oversight of school leadership, the school’s academic program, and compliance with laws and regulations. The identity and qualifications of such consultant and the substance of the training must be submitted to the Department by May 1, 2026, and the Department must approve the consultant and the training in writing in advance of any training. 

Condition 5: By May 7, 2026, all members of the board of trustees of Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Charter Public School must provide confirmation of completed training on the Open Meeting Law as offered by the Office of the Attorney General. By August 3, 2026, the board of trustees will provide an action plan, subject to Department review and written approval, outlining the steps the board has taken and will take to ensure compliance with the Open Meeting Law. The action plan must include descriptions of board policies and procedures related to meeting notices, executive sessions, remote participation, public participation, minutes, and complaints under 603 CMR 1.09.

Prospect Hill Academy Charter School (PHA)
Mission Statement: “Prospect Hill Academy Charter School will prepare each student for success in college, inspire a lifelong love of learning, and foster responsible citizenship.”
PHA School Facts
	School Fact Type
	School Facts

	Type of Charter
	Commonwealth

	Location
	Cambridge, Somerville

	Regional or Non-Regional
	Regional

	Districts in Region
	Cambridge, Revere, Somerville, Waltham, Watertown, Woburn

	Years Renewed
	2001, 2006, 2011, 2016, 2021, 2026

	Maximum Enrollment
	1,200

	Grade Span
	PK-12

	Age of School (2025-26)
	30



The renewal of the charter of PHA is explicitly conditioned as follows. Failure to meet this condition may result in the Board imposing additional conditions on the school’s charter, placing it on probation, or revoking its charter.
 
Condition: By September 1, 2026, PHA will submit for Department approval a plan that ensures enrollment from outside the school’s charter region does not exceed 20 percent of the school’s total population for two consecutive years. The school’s board of trustees must approve the plan. The plan must include a comprehensive evaluation of student enrollment including, but not limited to, an assessment of admission, attendance, and attrition data; programmatic and operational factors; the school’s recruitment and retention plan; school policies; and the school’s efforts to recruit and retain students within its current region. The plan may include charter amendment requests that relate to the school’s maximum enrollment, grade span, charter region, and any other relevant material terms in order to meet the statutory requirements and to address the school’s enrollment challenges. 

Conditions Removed or Imposed
Marblehead Community Charter Public School (MCCPS)
Mission Statement: “MCCPS fosters a community that empowers children to become capable, self-determining, fully engaged individuals who are critical and creative thinkers committed to achieving their highest intellectual, artistic, social, emotional, and physical potential. We are dedicated to involving, learning from, participating in, and serving our school community and the community at large.” 
MCCPS School Facts
	School Fact Type
	School Facts

	Type of Charter
	Commonwealth

	Location
	Marblehead

	Regional or Non-Regional
	Regional

	Districts in Region
	Marblehead, Nahant, Swampscott

	Years Renewed
	2000, 2005, 2010, 2015, 2020, 2025

	Maximum Enrollment
	230

	Grade Span
	4-8

	Age of School (2025-26)
	31



The charter of MCCPS is explicitly conditioned as follows. Failure to meet this condition may result in the Board imposing additional conditions on the school’s charter, placing it on probation, or revoking its charter.

Condition: By October 1, 2028, Marblehead Community Charter Public School must enroll no more than 20 percent of its total student population from outside Marblehead, Nahant, and Swampscott. Alternatively, the school may submit a charter amendment request no later than August 1, 2029, to amend the school’s charter to address the statutory requirement of G.L. c. 71, § 89(n). 

Pioneer Charter School of Science II (PCSS II)
Mission Statement: “The mission of Pioneer Charter School of Science II (PCSS II) is to prepare educationally under-resourced students for today’s competitive world. PCSS II will help students to develop the academic and social skills necessary to become successful professionals and exemplary members of their community. This goal will be achieved by providing the students with a rigorous academic curriculum with emphasis on math and science, balanced by a strong foundation in the humanities, a character education program, career-oriented college preparation, and strong student–teacher–parent collaboration.”
PCSS II School Facts
	School Fact Type
	School Facts

	Type of Charter
	Commonwealth

	Location
	Saugus, Beverly[footnoteRef:5] [5:  PCSS II experienced challenges in obtaining an adequate facility in its region for the initial implementation of its elementary grades, delaying its expansion until the 2022-23 school year. Beginning in August 2022, the commissioner approved annual requests to temporarily locate the school’s elementary grades in Beverly, which is outside the school’s charter region.] 


	Regional or Non-Regional
	Regional

	Districts in Region
	Danvers, Lynn, Peabody, Salem, Saugus

	Years Renewed
	2018, 2023

	Maximum Enrollment
	858 (with a limit of 8 from Salem and a limit of 130 from Saugus)

	Grade Span
	K-12

	Age of School (2025-26)
	13



The charter of PCSS II is explicitly conditioned as follows. Failure to meet this condition may result in the Board imposing additional conditions on the school’s charter, placing it on probation, or revoking its charter.

Condition: By October 1, 2027, Pioneer Charter School of Science II must enroll no more than 20 percent of its total student population from outside Danvers, Lynn, Peabody, Salem, and Saugus. Alternatively, the school may submit a charter amendment request no later than November 1, 2027, to amend the school’s charter to address the statutory requirement of G.L. c. 71, § 89(n). 

Roxbury Preparatory Charter School (RPCS)
Mission Statement: “The mission of Roxbury Preparatory Charter School (Roxbury Prep) is to prepare students to enter, succeed in, and graduate from college. Roxbury Prep is founded on the philosophy that all students are entitled to and can succeed in college preparatory programs when: 1) the curriculum is rigorous, engaging, and well-planned; 2) the school emphasizes student character, community responsibility, and exposure to life’s possibilities; and 3) a community network supports student academic, social, and physical well-being.”
RPCS School Facts
	School Fact Type
	School Facts

	Type of Charter
	Commonwealth

	Location
	Boston

	Regional or Non-Regional
	Non-Regional

	Years Renewed
	2004, 2009, 2014, 2019, 2024

	Maximum Enrollment
	1,800

	Grade Span
	5-12

	Age of School (2025-26)
	27



No conditions remain on this charter. See the attached February 18, 2026, memorandum related to conditions.

Conclusion
If you have any questions regarding my intended actions, require additional information, or would like any Summaries of Review, please contact Lauren Secatore, Chief of Staff, at Lauren.Secatore@mass.gov, or me.

Attachments
Renewal of Charters – Notification of Intended Actions for Alma del Mar 
Charter School; Benjamin Banneker Charter Public School; Boston Green Academy Horace Mann Charter School; Bridge Boston Charter School; Codman Academy Charter Public School; Innovation Academy Charter School; Learning First Charter Public School; Martha's Vineyard Public Charter School; Martin Luther King, Jr. Charter School of Excellence; New Heights Charter School of Brockton; Phoenix Academy Charter Public High School, Chelsea; Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Charter Public School; and Prospect Hill Academy Charter School (February 18, 2026)

Charter School Conditions – Notification of Intended Actions for Marblehead Community Charter Public School, Pioneer Charter School of Science II, and Roxbury Preparatory Charter School (February 18, 2026)
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