Minutes of the Regular Meeting
of the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
135 Santilli Highway   
Everett, Massachusetts 02149  
Tuesday, April 28, 2026, 9:04 a.m. – 12:43 p.m.  

Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Present:    
Katherine Craven, Chair, Brookline  
Matthew Hills, Vice-Chair, Newton  
Isabella Chamberlain, Hudson, Student Member  
Ericka Fisher, Worcester  
Christina Grant, Cambridge (remote) 
Stephen K. Zrike, Secretary of Education, Andover  
Dálida Rocha, Worcester 
Kristen Smidy, Westfield (remote) 
Mary Ann Stewart, Lexington
Martin West, Newton   

Member of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Absent:   
Farzana Mohamed, Newton 
 
Pedro Martinez, Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education   
********************************************************************************************************** 
Chair Craven called the meeting of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (Board) to order at 9:04 a.m., and members introduced themselves. The meeting was livestreamed and recorded. The Chair then invited public comments.
Statements from the Public 
· Sydney McKeough, 8th grade student at Lynnfield Middle School, addressed the Board on the topic of CTE admissions policy 
· Kerri Baltramaitis, Blackstone Valley RVTHS, addressed the Board on the topic of CTE admissions policy 
· Jennie Dunkley, JDK Communications: Special Education Consulting, addressed the Board on the topics of IEP Improvement Process; Time-out Regulations; State Performance Plans; Special Education Advisory Panel and Special Education Advisory Council
· Elizabeth Tripathi, MTA-Center for Education Policy and Practice, addressed the Board on the topic of educator licensure 
· Deb McCarthy, MTA Vice President, addressed the Board on the topics of educator licensure and the education budget  
· Gerry Mroz addressed the Board on the topic of educator licensure 
· Ruth Ortiz Collazo, Wellesley Public Schools, addressed the Board on the topic of educator licensure 
· Kharis McLaughlin addressed the Board on the topic of 9/11 curriculum funding and implementation
· Tracy Stewart, Former School Committee Member, Tri-County RVTHS, addressed the Board on the topic of CTE admissions policy 
· Ed Lambert, Mass Business Alliance for Education, addressed the Board on the topic of local and state graduation standards
· Jessica Tang, AFT-MA President, addressed the Board on the topics of educator licensure and ICE impact on student enrollment 
Comments from the Chair 
Chair Craven opened the meeting by sharing her recent visit with the fourth graders in Mrs. Rogers’s classroom at the Collicot Elementary School in Milton where they discussed MCAS. The Chair welcomed new Secretary of Education, Stephen Zrike. She announced the Board would be meeting the winner of the Milken Educator award today. Chair Craven also welcomed Pat Bavis, Elizabeth Gardner, and Ken London who would be presenting on Massachusetts education resources relating to the upcoming 25th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks. The Chair turned to Secretary Zrike for his comments.
Comments from the Secretary 
Secretary Zrike expressed his excitement about his new role and shared some of what he has accomplished in his 25 years as an educator. He stated that he is pleased to support the work of the Board and to collaborate with the Department. 
The Secretary shared some highlights across the state including a visit to Pittsfield and the Boys and Girls Club for 413 Day, featuring the Gateway to Pre-K agenda and the early literacy launch, which are two critical initiatives. He visited the MA College of Liberal Arts in North Adams and found it powerful to hear the students talk about the impact of the program on their education and career goals. The Secretary then noted his visit to Franklin County Technical School where he was able to experience a flight simulator.  Lastly, Secretary Zrike spoke of the social media bill that Governor Healey just filed and the state’s recent guidance for schools on deepfake photos and videos. He said he is proud of this work that endeavors to safeguard children against harm and trauma.  
Comments from the Commissioner  
Commissioner Martinez began by welcoming Secretary Zrike who joined just a few weeks ago and hit the ground running. The Commissioner said he has thoroughly enjoyed getting to know the Secretary better and seeing him in action.  
The Commissioner then shared highlights from his recent school visits. 
He stated that he visited Shawsheen Valley Regional Vocational Technical High School in Billerica, where he was inspired to hear students talk about preparing to be licensed in their chosen field. 
The Commissioner shared that he joined Representative Peisch and the Boston Plan for Excellence team at Dudley Street Neighborhood Charter School to observe their Teacher Residency Program in action.
He also described his visit to Melmark New England in Andover, an approved special education school, where he met with President Rita Gardner and her leadership team.  
He noted a highlight from his visit to Lowell High School, where he learned how the school is integrating CTE into their new facility and collaborating with Greater Lowell Technical to expand access and reduce waitlists, a great example of partnership. 
Commissioner Martinez also told about his visit to Mario Umana Academy in Boston to observe Wellpoint's Teacher of the Year finalist Tommy Simmons. He said as always, he found it energizing to witness teaching excellence up close.  
The Commissioner stated that he traveled to Westfield State University to speak at the Early College Leadership conference alongside Higher Education Commissioner Noe Ortega. 
The Commissioner shared that he also had the opportunity to represent Massachusetts with Board Member Christina Grant on a national stage at the ASU+GSV Summit in San Diego, joining a panel with iCivics together with leaders from New York, Mississippi, and Utah. 
Lastly, the Commissioner said he attended Student Government Day where he was able to see students engaging critically with local and global issues, building empathy, and putting civic action into practice.
Chair Craven thanked the Commissioner and turned the meeting back to him for the Milken Award announcement. 
2026 Milken Educator Award – Discussion  
Commissioner Martinez introduced the first agenda item, the 2026 Milken Educator Award winner Elizabeth Metts. Ms. Metts is a ninth-grade history teacher at Excel Academy Charter High School in East Boston. He explained that Milken winners are chosen through the Milken Educator Award’s confidential selection process. He noted that the award recognizes exemplary early to mid-career elementary and secondary school teachers, principals, and specialists across the country who are furthering excellence in education. The Commissioner then welcomed to the table Elizabeth Metts, Milken award winner, Caitlin Haapaoja, Educator Effectiveness Program Coordinator at DESE, and Sarah Stuntz, Principal at Excel Academy Charter High School. 
Caitlin Haapaoja opened by describing some of Ms. Metts extraordinary attributes, including fostering student ownership through research and collaborative opportunities with self-paced instruction. Ms. Haapaoja shared that Ms. Metts also supports her community and is a 9th grade team leader as well as a mentor to new teachers and a National Honor Society Coordinator. 
Ms. Metts introduced herself and said she is also a Teach Plus and CURATE fellow this year. She talked about setting high expectations for students and providing strong support for them, adding that the Milken Award has been rewarding for her school and her classroom as well as in East Boston and Chelsea. 
Board members shared their congratulations and appreciation with Ms. Metts and she responded to their questions. Chair Craven paused the meeting briefly for a group photograph and then said the Board would move to item 5 on the agenda, the Education Budget Update.
Education Budget Update – Discussion   
The Commissioner stated that on April 15th, the House Ways and Means Committee released its budget recommendations for fiscal year 2027. He noted two budget lines in the Governor’s proposed budget that are not in House Ways and Means that he believes are critical to improving student achievement across the Commonwealth and closely tied to DESE priorities: Literacy Launch and Reimagining High School. The Commissioner invited CFO Bill Bell to the table to present the budget update.   
Mr. Bell walked through the House Ways and Means budget recommendation for FY27. He then answered questions from Board members. He said the Department looks forward to the Senate Ways and Means budget recommendation in May and he anticipates the budget to be finalized in early July. Chair Craven thanked Mr. Bell for the update.
Massachusetts 9/11 Education Resources – Discussion 
Chair Craven welcomed Pat Bavis, Elizabeth Gardner, and Ken London to the table to discuss Massachusetts 9/11 Education resources. 
Elizabeth Gardner of GBH Education began with introducing her partners, Pat Bavis, Chair of the Education Committee of the Massachusetts 9/11 Fund, and Ken London, who coordinates the Massachusetts 9/11 annual commemoration at the State House. Ms. Gardner gave a brief overview on how they produced the materials now available on PBS Learning Media to educate students on the September 11, 2001 attacks. 
The team showed one of the videos. They described how the interactive lesson provides content and an opportunity to hear stories from the people affected and to honor those we lost. The Board discussed the materials and panel members responded to questions. Chair Craven noted that the state does not mandate curriculum materials but can inform educators about available resources. Commissioner Martinez said DESE appreciates the resources and will review them. Secretary Zrike agreed. Chair Craven and Board members thanked the panel for their dedicated work and their presentation. 
Proposed Amendments to Regulations on Educator Licensure and Preparation Program Approval, 603 CMR 7.00 – Discussion and Possible Vote
Commissioner Martinez introduced the next agenda item. He stated that in November 2025, the Board voted to solicit public comment on proposed amendments to the Regulations on Educator Licensure and Preparation Program Approval. The revised regulations and a summary of public comment were presented to the Board at the March 2026 meeting, and based on that discussion, he is now recommending that the Board adopt the alternative pathway allowing eligible candidates to waive the communications and literacy skills test. He also recommended, based on Board feedback, that this alternative pathway for the communication and literacy skills test have a three-year implementation period and evaluation.   
The Commissioner introduced the team for the presentation, Claire Abbott, Associate Commissioner of Educator Effectiveness, Brian Devine, Director of Educator Licensure, Liz Losee, Director of Educator Effectiveness Policy, and Lucy Wall of DESE’s legal staff.
Ms. Abbott began with the legislative background and timeline and the overall vision for an effective teacher workforce. She then presented the proposed changes to the regulations that would allow eligible educator candidates during a three-year implementation period to waive the communication and literacy skills test.  She reviewed the rationale, invited questions and comments from Board members, and responded to the questions. Member West thanked Ms. Abbott and the team for the presentation and for following up on issues that he and other Board members raised. Commissioner Martinez noted that the broad vision for an effective educator workforce maintains high standards and focuses on the impact on students.  

The Board discussed and thanked the panel for their presentation. 

On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:    
 
VOTED: 	that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, in accordance with M.G.L. c. 69, § 1B, c. 71, § 38G, and § 300(d) of c. 238 of the Acts of 2024 (the Mass Leads Act), and having solicited public comment in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, M.G.L.c. 30A, § 3, hereby adopts the amendments to the Regulations on Educator Licensure and Preparation Program Approval, 603 CMR 7.00, as presented by the Commissioner.  
 
The vote, by roll call, was unanimous.

Routine Business 
Chair Craven called for a motion and vote to approve meeting minutes from the March 17, 2026 special meeting and the March 24, 2026, regular meeting.   
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:    
VOTED:	that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education approves the minutes of the March 17, 2026 special meeting and the March 24, 2026 regular meeting.   
The vote, by roll call, was 9-0-1. Secretary Zrike abstained.
Member West left the meeting at 11:32 a.m.

Update on the Safe Schools Program for LGBTQ Students – Discussion  
Commissioner Martinez introduced the last agenda item, a presentation on the Safe Schools Program for LGBTQ Students. He stated that the Safe Schools Program for LGBTQ Students is a collaborative effort between DESE and the Massachusetts Commission on LGBTQ Youth. He described that the Department and the Commission continue their long-standing partnership and commitment to this work, and to sharing updates with the Board approximately every two years. 
The Commissioner then invited to the table leaders from DESE, the Commission on LGBTQ Youth, and the Safe Schools Program to provide an update on the program’s work. Associate Commissioner Rachelle Engler Bennett introduced the following panel members: 
· Shaplaie Brooks, Executive Director, MA Commission on LGBTQ Youth (Commission)​
· Gary Burboa-Reese, MA Association of School Superintendents (MASS) representative on Commission, and Assistant Superintendent, North Middlesex Regional School District​
· Rachelle Engler Bennett, Associate Commissioner, Student and Family Support​
· Darcy Fernandes, Senior Associate Commissioner, Specialized Supports​
· Erin Hashimoto Martell, Senior Associate Commissioner, Teaching and Learning​
· Gabriel Rivas Orellana, Youth Programs Coordinator,
Safe Schools Program for LGBTQ Students
· Jason Wheeler, Director, Safe Schools Program for LGBTQ Students​

Ms. Bennett introduced the Partnership of the Safe Schools Program that is a collaborative effort between DESE and the MA Commission on LGBTQ Youth. Mr. Wheeler provided an overview of the Safe Schools program and services and supports that the program provides to schools and students. He stated that the goal of the program is for students to feel safe, supported and included. Mr. Wheeler reviewed the data and context of the Safe Schools Program. 
Mr. Burboa-Reese shared an overview of the role of district leaders and how they support LGBTQ+ students. Mr. Rivas Orellana spoke about the importance of student voice in this work.  Ms. Hashimoto Martell stated that inclusive curriculum is part of the high-quality, standards-aligned instruction, and promotes access and respect for all students. 
Mr. Wheeler stated that policies and decisions remain grounded in the student experience. Ms. Brooks reinforced the importance of the collaboration between DESE and the Commission, with a continued focus on safe, supportive, and inclusive schools. Ms. Fernandes stated that she appreciates overseeing this work for DESE and she closed the presentation by thanking all of the presenters. 
The panel then responded to questions and comments from Board members. Chair Craven thanked the panel for their presentation and their work.

Chair Craven thanked Board members, the Secretary, Commissioner, DESE staff, and all presenters. There being no further business and with no objection, the Chair declared the meeting adjourned at 12:43 p.m. The next regular meeting of the Board is scheduled for Tuesday, May 19, 2026, at Hudson High School. 

