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MEMORANDUM

	To:
	Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 

	From:
	Pedro Martinez, Commissioner

	Date:
	April 22, 2026

	Subject:
	2026 Massachusetts Milken Educator


[bookmark: TO][bookmark: FROM][bookmark: DATE][bookmark: RE]

At the April 28 meeting of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, I look forward to introducing you to Milken Educator Award winner Elizabeth Metts (press release linked and attached to this memo). Ms. Metts is a ninth-grade history teacher at Excel Academy Charter High School in East Boston.
Ms. Metts has taught history at Excel Academy Charter High School for eight years. In her class, students engage in debates, individualized student work, and research projects, with frequent feedback that promotes ownership of their progress. Since her arrival at the school, student participation in Advanced Placement World History has doubled. Ms. Metts contributes to her school community as the ninth-grade team leader, a member of the hiring committee, and a mentor to new teachers. She also coordinates the National Honor Society and leads a homework club after school.
Milken winners are chosen through the Milken Educator Award’s confidential selection process. Ms. Metts was not aware of her candidacy for the award until she was surprised with an assembly and $25,000 award at her school on February 3.
The Milken Educator Award recognizes exemplary early to mid-career elementary and secondary school teachers, principals, and specialists across the country who are furthering excellence in education. Recipients attend a national forum and join the national Milken Educator Network. Massachusetts has a long history of partnering with the Milken Family Foundation to recognize excellent educators.
Caitlin Haapaoja, Educator Effectiveness Program Coordinator at DESE, and Sarah Stuntz, principal at Excel Academy Charter High School, will join Ms. Metts for her presentation to the Board.
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