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MEMORANDUM

	To:
	Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 

	From:
	Pedro Martinez, Commissioner

	Date:
	April 22, 2026

	Subject:
	Update on the Safe Schools Program for LGBTQ Students


[bookmark: TO][bookmark: FROM][bookmark: DATE][bookmark: RE]

The Board meeting on April 28, 2026 will include a presentation on the Safe Schools Program for LGBTQ Students. This anti-bullying initiative is a collaborative effort between the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE or the Department) and the Massachusetts Commission on LGBTQ Youth (Commission). 

The Safe Schools Program for LGBTQ Students advances DESE’s Educational Vision, promoting safe and supportive school environments where all students and families have a sense of belonging.
The Department and the Commission continue their long-standing partnership and commitment to this work, and to sharing updates with the Board approximately every two years. 
This presentation will include DESE’s Senior Associate Commissioner of Specialized Supports, Darcy Fernandes; Commission Executive Director, Shaplaie Brooks; Safe Schools Program Director, Jason P. Wheeler; and DESE’s Associate Commissioner of Student and Family Support, Rachelle Engler Bennett. Student and administrator perspectives will also be shared to provide insight into the promising practices that support all students, including LGBTQ students, in thriving school communities. We look forward to the discussion of this important topic.  
For your convenience, we have included several resources relevant to the presentation:
· Joint Guidance from Healey-Driscoll Administration and Attorney General Campbell Affirming Commitment to Equal Access to Education, September 23, 2025
· 2025-2026 Commissioner Letter to District and School Leaders about the Safe Schools Program for LGBTQ Students
· Safe Schools Program for LGBTQ Students 
· Massachusetts Commission on LGBTQ Youth
· Commissioner's Special Advisory | Supporting All Students, Including LGBTQ Students, Updated on February 11, 2025
· Guidance for Massachusetts Public Schools: Creating a Safe and Supportive School Environment – Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Gender Identity
· Principles for Ensuring Safe and Supportive Learning Environments for LGBTQ Students



2


image2.png
oV
MASSACHUSETTS
ese Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education

Pedro Martinez | Commissioner





image1.png
@ 135 Santilli Hwy, Everett MA 02149 Q, (781) 338-3000 'R 1-800-439-2370 & www.doe.mass.edu




