Minutes of the Executive Session 
of the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Meeting
Hudson High School
Hudson, Massachusetts
Tuesday, May 19, 2026 – 11:45 a.m. – 12:14 p.m.

Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Present:    
Matthew Hills, Vice-Chair, Newton 
Isabella Chamberlain, Hudson, Student Member  
Ericka Fisher, Worcester  
Christina Grant, Cambridge 
Farzana Mohamed, Newton 
Dálida Rocha, Worcester 
Kristen Smidy, Westfield
Mary Ann Stewart, Lexington 
Martin West, Newton (remote) 
Stephen K. Zrike, Secretary of Education, Andover  
 
Executive Session
Vice-Chair Hills Craven thanked Board members and presenters and announced that as is stated in the posted agenda, today’s meeting includes an executive session to discuss strategy with respect to the following litigation, as an open session may have a detrimental effect on the litigating position of the public body: Doe et al. v. Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education and Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, Mass. Superior Court, C.A. No. 2481-CV-00994. Vice-Chair Hills called for a motion and said a roll call would be taken, as the law requires. 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:
VOTED: 	that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, in accordance with M.G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(3), will enter into executive session to discuss strategy with respect to the following litigation, as an open session may have a detrimental effect on the litigating position of the public body: Doe et al. v. Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education and Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, Mass. Superior Court, C.A. No. 2481-CV-00994.
The vote, by roll call, was unanimous. Voting in the affirmative were Members Chamberlain, Fisher, Grant, Mohamed, Rocha, Smidy, Stewart, West (participating remotely), Secretary Zrike, and Vice-Chair Hills. 
Vice-Chair Hills stated that a majority of members having voted in the affirmative, the Board would now go into executive session to discuss strategy with respect to litigation. He stated that the Board would not return to open session following the executive session.
At 11:40 a.m., the livestream concluded. The executive session started at 11:45 a.m.
In the executive session, General Counsel Rhoda Schneider introduced Senior Deputy General Counsel Deborah Steenland, who briefed the Board on the pending litigation listed in the meeting notice. Ms. Steenland said the Department is working closely with the Attorney General’s Office, which represents the state defendants in the case. The Board discussed the case and legal counsel responded to questions.  
There being no further business, Vice-Chair Hills thanked the legal team for the briefing and thanked Board members for attending the meeting. He called for a motion to adjourn.
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:
VOTED: 	that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education adjourns the meeting at 12:14 p.m., subject to the call of the Chair.
The vote, by roll call, was unanimous. Voting in the affirmative were Members Chamberlain, Fisher, Grant, Mohamed, Rocha, Smidy, Stewart, West (participating remotely), Secretary Zrike, and Vice-Chair Hills. 
The Board meeting adjourned at 12:14 p.m. The next regular meeting of the Board is scheduled for Tuesday, June 23, 2026.
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