Minutes of the Regular Meeting
of the Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
Hudson High School
Hudson, Massachusetts
Tuesday, May 19, 2026 – 9:10 a.m. – 12:14 p.m.

Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education Present:    
Katherine Craven, Chair, Brookline  
Matthew Hills, Vice-Chair, Newton 
Isabella Chamberlain, Hudson, Student Member  
Ericka Fisher, Worcester  
Christina Grant, Cambridge 
Farzana Mohamed, Newton 
Dálida Rocha, Worcester 
Kristen Smidy, Westfield
Mary Ann Stewart, Lexington 
Martin West, Newton (remote) 
Stephen K. Zrike, Secretary of Education, Andover  
 
Pedro Martinez, Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education   
********************************************************************************************************** 
Chair Craven called the meeting of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (Board) to order at 9:10 a.m. and welcomed Board members, Department staff, and guests. The Chair noted that the meeting was being held at Hudson High School and thanked Hudson Public Schools for hosting the Board.
Statements from the Public
· Andrea Wolf, President & CEO, Mass Insight Education & Research, addressed the Board on the topic of high school graduation requirements. 
· Jessica Tang, President, AFT-Massachusetts and Sarah Wilfred, Director of Education Policy, AFT-Massachusetts, addressed the Board on the topic of education budget update. 
· Christine Mulroney, President, Framingham Teachers Association, addressed the Board on the topic of education budget update. 
· Max Page, MTA President, addressed the Board on the topic of education budget update.
· Kim Gibson, President, Brockton Education Association, addressed the Board on the topic of education budget update. 
· Stacy MacDonald, President, Brockton Educational Support Professional Association, addressed the Board on the topic of education budget update. 
· Martha Thurber, Mohawk Trail Regional School Committee Chair, and Jessica Corwin, Chair, Sunderland School Committee, addressed the Board on the topic of rural education/education budget update. 
· Matthew Spengler, Superintendent, Felix Commonwealth Virtual School, addressed the board on the topic of Felix Commonwealth Virtual School. 
· Kahris McLaughlin addressed the Board on the topic of research and evaluation.

Comments from the Chair
Chair Craven thanked Hudson High School for hosting the meeting and reflected on the school’s recognition as a model school facility during her tenure with the Massachusetts School Building Authority. She noted the importance of holding Board meetings in communities across the Commonwealth and expressed interest in scheduling a future Board meeting in western Massachusetts.
The Chair also informed members that a civics-related agenda item would be included at the June Board meeting in recognition of the nation’s upcoming 250th anniversary and highlighted the Board’s prior work supporting civics education.
Comments from the Secretary
Secretary Zrike thanked Hudson Public Schools, Superintendent Brian Reagan, Principal Lauren Pupecki, and student Board member Isabella Chamberlain for welcoming the Board to Hudson High School.
The Secretary reflected on recent educator recognition events held during Teacher Appreciation Week, including statewide educator award ceremonies and the Grinspoon Awards in western Massachusetts. He stated that the events celebrated educators for their commitment to students and highlighted the impact educators have across the Commonwealth.
Secretary Zrike also discussed recent Future Educator Signing Day events recognizing high school students pursuing careers in education. He emphasized the importance of supporting and encouraging future educators, particularly those who reflect the linguistic, cultural, and community backgrounds of Massachusetts students.
The Secretary shared examples of former students who have become educators in Massachusetts schools and discussed the importance of strengthening educator pipelines across the Commonwealth.
Lastly, Secretary Zrike announced that he, Commissioner Martinez, Commissioner Ortega, and Commissioner Kershaw would attend an event hosted by the Governor’s Advisory Council on Latino Empowerment to discuss educational opportunities and outcomes for Latino students.
Comments from the Commissioner
Commissioner Martinez thanked Hudson Public Schools for hosting the Board and expressed appreciation for student Board member Isabella Chamberlain’s service and leadership.
The Commissioner shared highlights from recent visits across the Commonwealth, including participation in an Early College Summit recognizing students who earned at least twelve college credits prior to high school graduation. He noted that the state is experiencing significant expansion in Early College programs, Chapter 74 programs, and Innovation Pathways.
Commissioner Martinez also described a recent visit to Veritas Prep Charter School in Springfield, where students participate in early college programming beginning in ninth grade and have opportunities to earn substantial college credit and associate degrees prior to graduation. He highlighted the school as an example of innovative practices supporting student success.
The Commissioner discussed recent recognition events for Massachusetts educators, including the 2026 Teacher of the Year program, and emphasized the collective impact educators have on student achievement and opportunity.
Next, Commissioner Martinez reviewed findings from the Educational Recovery Scorecard, which examines academic recovery following the COVID-19 pandemic. He stated that Massachusetts continues to perform among the top states nationally; however, the Commonwealth still faces challenges related to literacy achievement, chronic absenteeism, and student support needs.
The Commissioner noted that Massachusetts ranks among the top states nationally in academic recovery but emphasized that additional work remains, particularly regarding evidence-based literacy practices and support for vulnerable student populations. He highlighted the importance of the Literacy Launch initiative and ongoing investments in high-quality instructional materials and educator support.
Commissioner Martinez also provided an update on the K-12 Statewide Graduation Council. He stated that the Council recently concluded its final official meeting and is finalizing recommendations focused on rigorous coursework, end-of-course assessments, advising support, financial literacy, civics, capstone experiences, and post-secondary readiness.
The Commissioner stated that the recommendations are intended to ensure all students graduate prepared for college, careers, military service, and civic participation. He noted that the Board will continue discussions regarding implementation, regulations, and future policy considerations.
Vice-Chair Hills commented on the Graduation Council recommendations and encouraged the Board and Department to continue exploring both short-term and long-term regulatory actions to support implementation.
Vice Chair Hills also asked about subgroup performance within the Educational Recovery Scorecard data. Department staff discussed national trends related to academic recovery and highlighted the importance of evidence-based literacy practices and continued support for student achievement.
Commissioner Martinez responded that Massachusetts continues to see variability across districts and emphasized the importance of elevating effective practices already in place across the Commonwealth.
Approval of Minutes
Chair Craven called for a motion to approve the minutes of the previous Board meeting.
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:
VOTED: 	that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education approves the 			minutes of the April 28, 2026 meeting.
The vote, by roll call, was unanimous.
Welcome from Hudson Public Schools
Chair Craven invited Hudson Public Schools Superintendent Brian Reagan and Hudson High School Principal Dr. Lauren Pupecki to address the Board.
Principal Pupecki welcomed Board members to Hudson High School and thanked the Board for its commitment to including student voice in educational leadership and policymaking. She discussed the importance of student leadership opportunities and civic engagement within schools.
Superintendent Reagan thanked the Board for holding the meeting at Hudson High School and said hosting the Board provided an important opportunity to showcase public education in the community. He discussed the strong support for public education within Hudson, including recent local funding approvals supporting school facilities and operations.
Superintendent Reagan also commended student Board member Isabella Chamberlain for her leadership and representation of Hudson Public Schools and students across the Commonwealth.
Student Board member Chamberlain welcomed the Board to Hudson High School and thanked Board members for visiting the community and engaging with students and educators.
Hudson High School Literary Magazine Presentation
Chair Craven invited representatives from Hudson High School’s literary magazine, The Scribbler, to present student work.
Carol Hobbs, educator and advisor to the literary magazine, introduced student editor-in-chief Ella Juie and recognized students participating in the presentation.
Student participants shared selections of original poetry and memoir writing published in the literary magazine. Board members thanked the students for sharing their work and commended them for their creativity and accomplishments.
Chair Craven thanked Board members, Department staff, presenters, and members of the public for their participation. She left the meeting at 10:40 a.m.
Vice-Chair Hills called the meeting to order at 10:45 a.m. to continue with additional agenda items and discussion.
Office of Planning and Research Presentation
Commissioner Martinez introduced representatives from the Department’s Office of Planning and Research to present on the Department’s research agenda, evaluation efforts, and ongoing work to support evidence-based decision-making.
Department staff discussed current research priorities, partnerships with external organizations and institutions, and the use of data to inform statewide educational initiatives and policy decisions. Presenters highlighted efforts to strengthen evaluation practices and support continuous improvement across programs and initiatives.
Board members asked questions regarding research methodologies, measures of program effectiveness, and the use of research findings to support district and school improvement efforts. The discussion also included the importance of ensuring research findings are accessible and actionable for educators, families, and policymakers.
Commissioner Martinez and Department staff responded to questions from Board members regarding the Department’s approach to evaluation, accountability, and long-term strategic planning.
Board members continued discussion regarding research on student outcomes, literacy initiatives, educator workforce development, and implementation of the recommendations from the Statewide Graduation Council.
Members discussed the importance of maintaining high academic standards while ensuring equitable access to rigorous coursework and student support across districts.
The Board also discussed ongoing efforts to address chronic absenteeism, support evidence-based literacy instruction, and strengthen postsecondary readiness opportunities for students throughout the Commonwealth.
Education Budget Update
Commissioner Martinez introduced Senior Associate Commissioner/CFO Bill Bell, who spoke briefly about next steps in the state budget process. Secretary Zrike said he and Commissioner Martinez have met with legislative leaders about education priorities. 
Executive Session
Vice-Chair Hills thanked Board members and presenters and announced that as is stated in the posted agenda, today’s meeting includes an executive session to discuss strategy with respect to the following litigation, as an open session may have a detrimental effect on the litigating position of the public body: Doe et al. v. Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education and Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, Mass. Superior Court, C.A. No. 2481-CV-00994. Vice-Chair Hills called for a motion and said a roll call would be taken, as the law requires. 
On a motion duly made and seconded, it was:
VOTED: 	that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, in accordance with M.G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(3), will enter into executive session to discuss strategy with respect to the following litigation, as an open session may have a detrimental effect on the litigating position of the public body: Doe et al. v. Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education and Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, Mass. Superior Court, C.A. No. 2481-CV-00994.
The vote, by roll call, was unanimous. Voting in the affirmative were Members Chamberlain, Fisher, Grant, Mohamed, Rocha, Smidy, Stewart, West (participating remotely), Secretary Zrike, and Vice-Chair Hills. 
Vice-Chair Hills stated that a majority of members having voted in the affirmative, the Board would now go into executive session to discuss strategy with respect to litigation. He stated that the Board would not return to open session following the executive session.
At 11:40 a.m., the livestream concluded. 
Minutes of the executive session are attached.
Following the executive session, the Board meeting adjourned at 12:14 p.m. The next regular meeting of the Board is scheduled for Tuesday, June 23, 2026.
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