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MEMORANDUM

	To:
	Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 

	From:
	Pedro Martinez, Commissioner

	Date:
	May 14, 2026

	Subject:
	Research and Evaluation at DESE


[bookmark: TO][bookmark: FROM][bookmark: DATE][bookmark: RE]

The Office of Planning and Research (OPR) at the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE/Department) serves as the nucleus for the Department’s research and evaluation work. Through OPR, DESE promotes evidence-based decision making, develops and manages research partnerships, supports evaluation design, oversees research-related procurements, manages confidential data access, and translates findings into useful resources for agency staff, districts, schools, policymakers, and families.
DESE strives to be a learning organization[footnoteRef:1]. The Department’s research and evaluation practices are designed to use evidence at each stage of our work—from planning, development, and procurement to implementation, oversight, and dissemination. The result is an agency better positioned to test assumptions, adapt when needed to improve implementation, identify inequities, use public resources more effectively, and most importantly, support better outcomes for students across the Commonwealth,  [1:  Recent examples where research has informed DESE thinking and BESE deliberations include the January 2026 BESE update on Accelerated Early Literacy Preparation Program Reviews and the February 2026 BESE agenda item on Early Literacy Updates, among others.] 
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Research and evaluation at DESE spans multiple strategic priorities and operates at several levels. Some work is fully initiated by DESE, focusing on formal evaluations of state or federally sponsored initiatives and grants. Often this work involves crafting research questions and making high-level design decisions, followed by the procurement of a third-party research entity to carry out the study. It may also involve the development of surveys, indicators, and data tools that help DESE staff and the public to understand implementation, outcomes, and opportunity gaps. Some work is carried out via research-practice partnerships with universities and other external organizations, who may apply to DESE to conduct research aligned to DESE’s research agenda. 
At the May 19, 2026 Board meeting, Rob Curtin, Deputy Commissioner, Matt Deninger, Associate Commissioner of Planning and Research, and Kendra Winner, Research and Evaluation Coordinator, will present an overview of the agency’s research and evaluation functions and answer questions from Board members.
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