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MEMORANDUM

	To:
	Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 

	From:	
	Pedro Martinez, Commissioner

	Date:	
	May 14, 2026

	Subject:
	Grant Packages for the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (May)  
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Pursuant to the authority given to me by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education at its October 21, 2008 meeting, I approved the following competitive grants.
	
FUND
CODE
	
GRANT PROGRAM
	NUMBER OF
PROPOSALS
APPROVED
	
AMOUNT

	0318
	METCO Supplemental Special Education Grant
	13
	$745,735

	TOTAL
	 
	13
	$745,735





FY2026 METCO Supplemental Special Education Grant Fund Code: 0318
Funds Allocated: $745,735 (State)
Funds Requested: $2,520,993
Purpose: The purpose of this competitive grant program is to provide supplemental support to METCO districts serving Boston or Springfield resident students with more intensive special education needs, such as specialized transportation and/or one-on-one as noted in the student's IEP.
Number of Proposals Received: 18
Number of Proposals Recommended: 13
Number of Proposals Not Recommended: 5
Result of Funding: The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education will provide $745,735 in supplemental special education funds to thirteen (13) METCO school districts. The funding will provide reimbursements to the awarded districts for intensive special education services provided during SY24-25. Four (4) districts (Cohasset Public Schools, Reading Public Schools, Southwick-Tolland-Granville Regional School District, and Sudbury Public Schools) were not recommended for funding since all of the claims they submitted fell below the threshold of the FY25 foundation budget per pupil amount ($16,051). In addition, Longmeadow Public Schools decided to withdraw from the grant.
	Recipients
	Amounts

	Arlington Public Schools
	$4,217

	Bedford Public Schools
	$4,534

	Public Schools of Brookline
	$236,198

	Concord Public Schools
	$3,904

	Hampden-Wilbraham Regional School District
	$13,313

	Hingham Public Schools
	$23,395

	Natick Public Schools
	$21,004

	Needham Public Schools
	$47,656

	Newton Public Schools
	$333,973

	Scituate Public Schools
	$3,276

	Sharon Public Schools
	$5,089

	Swampscott Public Schools
	$3,217

	Wellesley Public Schools
	$45,959

	Total State Funds
	$745,735
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