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MEMORANDUM
To:	Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
From:	Pedro Martinez, Commissioner
Date:	February 18, 2026
Subject:	Protect Education Equity Act: Background and Proposed Amendments to Regulations
[bookmark: TO][bookmark: FROM][bookmark: DATE][bookmark: RE]

The Protect Education Equity Act was signed into law in August 2025. Among other things, this legislation:
· requires the adoption of regulations relative to discipline procedures for students with disabilities, as required by federal law in effect on January 1, 2025; and
· requires the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (Board) to promulgate regulations establishing standards for the provision of interpretation and translation services in public schools

Consistent with the Protect Education Equity Act, I am presenting new regulations and amendments to current regulations, as described below, to the Board for a vote to solicit public comment. I anticipate a final vote by the Board in June 2026, following the public comment period. 

Proposed Amendments to Regulations on Special Education to Conform to State Law, 603 CMR 28.00
As required by the Protect Education Equity Act, I am proposing amendments to the Special Education regulations that incorporate certain provisions of federal law relating to discipline procedures for students with disabilities. Among other things, these amendments address when and how school personnel may remove a student with a disability who violates a code of student conduct from their current placement. The proposed amendments to the Special Education regulations also include a technical correction to the definition of an individualized education program (IEP) at 603 CMR 28.02(11). Consistent with the Protect Education Equity Act, the proposed amendment clarifies the definition of an IEP to include that it is developed and approved in accordance with state law.

Proposed New Regulations for Interpretation and Translation Services in Schools, 603 CMR 57.00
Consistent with the requirements of the Protect Education Equity Act, I am proposing a new set of regulations that establish standards for the provision of interpretation and translation services to parents and legal guardians with limited English proficiency of public school students.  The proposed regulations include qualifications for General Education Interpreters (i.e., interpreters who facilitate communication on general education matters), Advanced Interpreters (i.e., interpreters who facilitate communication on special education and other specialized meetings), and School Translators.  
In addition to regulatory changes, the Department is in the process of updating guidance in alignment with the Protect Education Equity Act, including Guidance on English Learner Education Services and Programming, Supporting English Learners with Disabilities with the New Individualized Education Program (IEP): Quick Reference Guide, and the IEP Technical Guide that accompanies the new IEP. 
Lauren Woo, Deputy Commissioner, Iraida Alvarez, Acting Executive Director of Special Education, and Allison Balter, Director of the Office of Language Acquisition will join us for the discussion at the February Board meeting. 
With the Board’s approval, the Department will solicit public comment on the proposed regulations and amendments. After reviewing all the comments and determining whether further changes are needed, the Department anticipates bringing the regulations and amendments back to the Board in June 2026 for final adoption. 
A redlined version of the regulations is enclosed, along with a motion to solicit public comment on the proposed regulations and amendments. 
Enclosures: 
· Proposed Amendments to Regulations on Special Education, 603 CMR 28.00
· Proposed New Regulations for Interpretation and Translation Services in Schools, 603 CMR 57.00
· Motion
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