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MEMORANDUM

To:	Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
From:	Pedro Martinez, Commissioner
Date:	June 16, 2026
Subject:	K-12 Statewide Graduation Council Final Report

At the December 2025 meeting of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (Board), former Secretary Tutwiler and I shared an overview of the Interim Report from the K-12 Statewide Graduation Council (Council). At the June 22, 2026 special meeting of the Board, Secretary Zrike and I will share an overview of the Final Report from the Council. 

Background
On January 17, 2025, Governor Healey signed Executive Order No. 639, establishing the Council to advise the Governor and Legislature on the development of a rigorous, uniform, and equitable high school graduation requirement for Massachusetts. Secretary Zrike and I co-chair the Council. 

The Interim Report, issued in December 2025, provided a progress update on the Council’s work. The report summarized stakeholder engagement activities and research, and proposed a list of preliminary recommendations. Since the release of the Interim Report, we have continued working in collaboration with the Council and many stakeholder groups to develop the Final Report. 

Final Report
The Final Report outlines nation-leading expectations for every Massachusetts public school district, which would prepare all students for success after high school graduation. The recommendations outlined in the Final Report are designed to balance rigor and flexibility, statewide consistency and local innovation, and high expectations with equitable access and support. Together, the recommendations reflect a comprehensive approach to learning experiences, demonstrating mastery, and preparing for postsecondary success. This report represents an important milestone in this work, but it is not an endpoint. We look forward to partnering with the Board and communities across the state as we move toward implementation in a thoughtful and collaborative manner. 

Secretary Zrike and I look forward to sharing the details of the Final Report with you at the June 22 special meeting. 
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