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In June, Governor Healey signed An Act Relative to Teacher Preparation and Student Literacy, legislation designed to provide schools and educators with additional tools to support early literacy across the Commonwealth. The new law establishes requirements related to high-quality K–3 literacy curricula, universal literacy screening, and educator preparation.
The legislation builds on work already underway in Massachusetts schools, including Governor Healey’s Literacy Launch: Reading Success from Age 3 through Grade 3, which began in 2024 and has included grants for high-quality materials, free professional development for teachers, and accelerated reviews of teacher education programs. 
Key provisions of An Act Relative to Teacher Preparation and Student Literacy include:
K–3 Reading Curricula
The legislation requires school districts to select high-quality literacy curricula for kindergarten through grade 3 that are backed by scientific research and have demonstrated success in improving students’ reading, vocabulary, oral language, and comprehension. The law defines a “high-quality curriculum” as one reviewed and approved by DESE.
DESE will maintain and publish a list of approved curricular materials. The legislation also requires DESE to maintain and make available, at no cost, a complete, high-quality kindergarten through grade 3 literacy curriculum.
Early Literacy Universal Screening
The legislation requires schools to develop reading screening protocols and to report annually on their screening practices. Districts must assess students’ reading ability and review their progress at least twice each school year from kindergarten through grade 3.
This provision builds on requirements in effect since July 1, 2023, under which elementary schools assess each student’s reading abilities and early literacy skills at least twice annually from kindergarten through at least third grade (603 CMR 28.03). DESE will continue to update its list of approved screening assessments to reflect current evidence and best practices. DESE must also set a threshold at which students are considered significantly below benchmark.
Teacher Apprenticeships and Educator Preparation 
Subject to appropriation, the legislation expands the Commonwealth’s existing Registered Teacher Apprenticeship Program to support paid teaching apprenticeships in high-needs districts.
The legislation also supports DESE’s expedited review of teacher preparation programs to confirm that programs provide educators with evidence-based literacy training, strengthening the connection between educator preparation and the instructional practices students encounter in classrooms.
Next Steps for Implementation
The legislation represents an important next step in the Commonwealth’s ongoing effort to ensure that all students receive strong, evidence-based literacy instruction in the early grades. DESE is now working on implementation of the new law, including developing and communicating timelines, approved resources, regulatory updates, and other guidance for schools and districts. I look forward to keeping the Board informed as this work advances.
At the September Board meeting, I will invite Lauren Woo, Deputy Commissioner; Erin Hashimoto-Martell, Senior Associate Commissioner of Teaching and Learning; and Katherine Tarca, Associate Commissioner of Curriculum and Standards, to discuss these updates with members of the Board and answer your questions.

image1.png
(L
MASSACHUSETTS
ese Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education

Pedro Martinez | Commissioner





image2.png
@ 135 Santilli Hwy, Everett MA 02149 Q, (781) 338-3000 'R 1-800-439-2370 & www.doe.mass.edu




