	
	
	



Proposed Amendments to Student Opportunity Act Plans Regulations, 603 CMR 55.00
Presented to the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education for initial action: October 27, 2026. 
Period of public comment: through December 28, 2026  
Final action by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education anticipated: January 19, 2027 
This document shows two proposed technical revisions to the Student Opportunity Act Plans regulations, 603 CMR 55.00, necessitated by the addition of new language to M.G.L. c. 69, § 1S by An Act Relative to Teacher Preparation and Student Literacy, passed by the Massachusetts Legislature in 2026 and signed by Governor Healey on June 26, 2026. The revisions show proposed changes to the current language by underline (new language) and strikethrough (deleted language).
In accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, M.G.L. c. 30A, § 3, the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education invites written comments on the proposed regulations. Following the period of public comment, the Board is expected to vote on the regulations in final form at its regular meeting in December 2026.
603 CMR 55.03(2)(b)
Identification of Evidence-based Programs: Each district shall identify the evidence-based programs, supports or interventions included in M.G.L. c. 69, § 1S (c)(ii) that it will implement to address persistent disparities in achievement among student subgroups. Each district shall describe how it will implement the evidence-based programs, supports or interventions it has chosen. If a district elects not to implement the evidence-based programs identified in M.G.L. c. 69, § 1S (c)(ii)(A) through (I)(J), it shall include an explanation of why these evidence-based programs would not effectively address persistent disparities in achievement in the district, and it shall select other evidence-based programs identified by the commissioner, propose evidence-based programs for the commissioner's review pursuant to 603 CMR 55.05(2), or both.
603 CMR 55.05(2)
If a district has proposed a program pursuant to M.G.L. c. 69, § 1S (c)(ii)(J)(K) and 603 CMR 55.03(2)(b), the commissioner shall in his discretion determine whether the program is evidence-based, and shall state his or her reasons if he or she determines the program is not.
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