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MEMORANDUM
To: Members of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
From: Pedro Martinez, Commissioner
Date: October 21, 2026
Subject: Student Literacy Act: Proposed Regulatory Amendments 


At the special meeting of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (Board) on October 13, 2026, we had the opportunity to review and discuss proposed new regulations on early literacy, along with amendments to current regulations, relating to An Act Relative to Teacher Preparation and Student Literacy (Student Literacy Act).  At our regular meeting on October 27, 2026, I am recommending the Board vote to solicit public comment on these proposed and amended regulations, anticipating a final vote by the Board in January 2027.  
Following the Board’s discussion at the special meeting, we made two changes to the proposed new regulations for early literacy, 603 CMR 58.00.  Those changes are:
· 58.04(3):  changed “may” to “shall” 
· 58.05(1):  added “and issue guidance regarding the waiver process.”
For your convenience, I am enclosing the memorandum to the Board dated October 7, 2026 that provides detailed information about the Student Literacy Act and the proposed regulatory amendments. 
Lauren Woo, Deputy Commissioner, Erin Hashimoto-Martell, Senior Associate Commissioner of Teaching and Learning, and Katherine Tarca, Associate Commissioner of Curriculum and Standards will join us for the discussion at the October 27 regular meeting of the Board. 
Enclosures: 
· Proposed New Regulations for Early Literacy, 603 CMR 58.00
· Proposed Amendments to Regulations on Educator Licensure and Preparation Program Approval, 603 CMR 7.00​
· Proposed Amendments to Special Education Regulations 603 CMR 28.00, that moves early literacy screening provisions to 603 CMR 58.00 
· Proposed Amendments to Student Opportunity Act Plans Regulations, 603 CMR 55.00
· Student Literacy Act
· October 7, 2026 memorandum to the Board


2

image2.png
oV
MASSACHUSETTS
ese Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education

Pedro Martinez | Commissioner





image1.png
@ 135 Santilli Hwy, Everett MA 02149 Q, (781) 338-3000 'R 1-800-439-2370 & www.doe.mass.edu




