Proposed Regulations on MassCore and Postsecondary Plan Requirements for High Schools, 603 CMR 59.00
Presented to the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education for initial action:  December 15, 2026
Period of public comment: Ends February 15, 2027
Final action by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education anticipated: March 23, 2027
This document shows the proposed MassCore and Postsecondary Plan requirements for high schools. The proposed regulations include a requirement for any school providing publicly-funded instruction to students in grades nine through twelve to provide MassCore to high school students, beginning with ninth graders in the 2027-2028 school year.  It also requires these schools to provide a process through which students develop postsecondary plans, beginning with ninth graders in the 2028-2029 school year. 
In accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, M.G.L. c. 30A, § 3, the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education invites written comments on the proposed regulations.  Following the period of public comment, the Board is expected to vote on the regulations in final form at its regular meeting in March 2027.
603 CMR 59.00  
MassCore and Postsecondary Plan Requirements for High Schools 

Section 59.01: Scope and Purpose
603 CMR 59.00 establishes the minimum subject requirements for high schools to provide to their students.  It also establishes a requirement that high schools provide a process through which students develop Postsecondary Plans. 

Section 59.02: Definitions
Board: The Board of Elementary and Secondary Education.
College, Career, and Civic Readiness Framework: A state-determined framework that establishes the knowledge, skills, experiences, and developmental milestones students need to prepare for success in secondary school and transition to postsecondary education, training, military service, employment, and civic life.
Commissioner: The Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education.
Curriculum Frameworks: The Curriculum Frameworks developed by the Department pursuant to G.L. c. 69, section 1E.
Department: The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.
District: A municipal school department or regional school district, acting through its school committee or superintendent of schools; a charter school, acting through its board of trustees or superintendent/executive director; a virtual school, acting through its board of trustees or superintendent/executive director; a county agricultural school, acting through its board of trustees or superintendent/director; or any other public school, acting through its governing board or superintendent/director.
High-Quality Instructional Materials: Instructional materials that are evidence-based and aligned with the Department’s Curriculum Frameworks.
High School: Any school providing publicly-funded instruction to students in grades nine through twelve.
MassCore: A program of study that aligns high school coursework with college and workforce expectations and includes the subjects of mathematics, science and technology, history and social science, English, world languages, and the arts.
Postsecondary Plan: An individualized plan developed through a Postsecondary Planning Process that identifies a student’s skills, interests, academic, career, and postsecondary goals and the steps and experiences that support progress toward those goals.
Postsecondary Planning Process: A structured, student-driven process beginning no later than ninth grade aligned to the state-determined College, Career, and Civic Readiness Framework that includes the development of a Postsecondary Plan.
Unit: A full academic year of study or its equivalent in a subject that covers the standards contained in the relevant Curriculum Framework, as applicable, uses High-Quality Instructional Materials that satisfy the relevant subject-matter rubric provided by the Department, as applicable, and includes periodic assessments of students’ mastery of the covered content.

Section 59.03: MassCore Requirements
(1) Beginning with ninth graders in the 2027-2028 school year, High Schools shall provide MassCore to all High School students, as follows:
a. Four units of English;
b. Four units of mathematics, including Algebra II;
c. Three units of lab-based science;
d. Three units of history and social science, including U.S. History;
e. Two units of the same world language;
f. One unit of arts; 
g. Five units of additional courses; and
h. Physical education, consistent with G.L. c. 71, s. 3.

(2) The Department shall issue guidance identifying any substitute courses that High Schools may use to satisfy 603 CMR 59.03 (1). 

(3) High Schools shall provide educational assistance and interventions to any student who is not satisfying the requirements of any of the MassCore subjects.   The educational assistance and interventions must account for the needs of English learners and students with disabilities, consistent with Department guidelines.

Section 59.04: Postsecondary Planning Requirements
Beginning with ninth graders in the 2028-2029 school year, High Schools shall provide an opportunity for all students to develop a Postsecondary Plan through a Postsecondary Planning Process aligned to a College, Career, and Civic Readiness Framework.
(1) A Postsecondary Plan shall, at a minimum, include:
a. Student interests, strengths, skills and career and postsecondary goals;
b. Sequence of secondary coursework and experiences aligned with graduation requirements and in support of the student's postsecondary goals; and
c. Documentation of the student's progress toward high school graduation and completion of their Postsecondary Plan.

(2) A Postsecondary Planning Process shall, at a minimum, include: 
a. Development of financial literacy knowledge and skills;
b. Development of artificial intelligence and digital literacy knowledge and skills;
c. Engagement in a work-based learning experience; and 
d. Completion of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or the Massachusetts Application for State Financial Aid (MASFA), or opting-out.

Section 59.05: District Certification 
Prior to the start of the 2027-2028 school year or September 1, 2027, whichever is sooner, districts shall certify that all their High Schools have met the requirements in 59.03 in a manner and form prescribed by the Department. Prior to the start of the 2028-2029 school year or September 1, 2028, whichever is sooner, districts shall certify that all their High Schools have met the requirements in 59.04

Section 59.06: Audit
The Department shall develop a system to audit whether the instruction and postsecondary planning opportunities that High Schools provide to students meet the requirements in 603 CMR 59.03 and 59.04. 

Section 59.07:  Students with Disabilities and English Learners
Nothing in 603 CMR 59.00 shall be interpreted to limit or expand a student’s rights under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, M.G.L. c. 71B, or 603 CMR 28.00.  Nothing in 603 CMR 59.00 shall be interpreted to limit or expand a student’s rights under M.G.L. 71A, 603 CMR 14.00 or 603 CMR 31.00.

Section 59.08: General Requirements
(1) Waiver: The Commissioner may waive one or more provisions of 603 CMR 59.00 for good cause, upon written request by a school district. 
(2) Severability: If any section or portion of a section of 603 CMR 59.00, or the applicability of 603 CMR 59.00 to any person, entity or circumstance is held invalid by a court, the remainder of 603 CMR 59.00 or the applicability of such provisions to other persons, entities or circumstances shall not be affected thereby.

Regulatory Authority:
M.G.L. c. 69, §§1, 1A, 1B
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