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At the November 17, 2026, meeting of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (Board), I will present proposed new regulations, MassCore and Postsecondary Plan Requirements for High Schools, 603 CMR 59.00, for a discussion with the Board. 
The proposed regulations are a key step in implementing the proposed recommendations presented in the Final Report of the Statewide Graduation Council (Council). Governor Healey established the Council by executive order to recommend a new statewide framework for what a Massachusetts high school diploma should represent. The executive order followed a change in the law that removed the requirement that students earn a qualifying score on the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) as a graduation requirement. Co-chaired by the Secretary of Education and the Commissioner, the Council brought together educators, families, students, higher education, employers, and community partners. It released an interim report in December 2025, and I presented the final report to the Board in June 2026.  
Among the Council’s central recommendations were that every high school student have access to a rigorous, college- and career-aligned program of study, MassCore, and that every student develop an individualized postsecondary plan through My Career and Academic Plan (MyCAP) or a comparable process. Although MassCore has been the Board’s recommended program of study since 2007, access remains uneven: 82% percent of the Class of 2025 completed MassCore, with substantial variation across districts and student groups. Likewise, MyCAP is well established in many high schools and is already required in designated Early College and Innovation Career Pathways programs, but it is not yet available to all students. 
The proposed regulations build on the Board’s 2025 amendments to the competency determination regulations, 603 CMR 30.00, which set the statewide minimum coursework students must satisfactorily complete to earn the competency determination. Where 603 CMR 30.00 sets the floor for what an individual student must complete, 603 CMR 59.00 addresses what every high school must offer, so that all students have the opportunity to graduate prepared for college, career, and civic life. Key provisions in the proposed regulations include the following: 
1. Define terms to provide clarity and promote quality. 
The proposed regulations define MassCore, Postsecondary Plan, Postsecondary Planning Process, and the College, Career, and Civic Readiness Framework, among other terms. Notably, a “unit” is defined as a full academic year of study, or its equivalent, that covers the standards in the relevant Curriculum Framework, uses high-quality instructional materials that satisfy the Department’s subject-matter rubric, and includes periodic assessments of student mastery. 
2. Require high schools to provide all students with the opportunity to complete MassCore. 
Beginning with ninth graders in the 2027-2028 school year (the graduating class of 2031), every school providing publicly funded instruction in grades nine through twelve must provide MassCore to its students: four units of English; four units of mathematics, including Algebra II; three units of lab-based science; three units of history and social science, including U.S. History; two units of the same world language; one unit of arts; five units of additional courses; and physical education as required by state law. 
The requirement is on high schools to provide this program of study to every student. It does not add a new statewide graduation requirement for individual students.
3. Require high schools to provide all students with the opportunity to develop a postsecondary plan. 
Beginning with ninth graders in the 2028-2029 school year (the graduating class of 2032), high schools must provide students the opportunity to develop a Postsecondary Plan through a structured, student-driven planning process that begins no later than ninth grade and is aligned to the state’s College, Career, and Civic Readiness Framework. MyCAP is the Department’s model for this process. 
At a minimum, each plan must identify the student’s interests, strengths, skills, and career and postsecondary goals; set out a sequence of high school coursework aligned with graduation requirements and those goals; and document the student’s progress. The planning process must include development of financial literacy and of artificial intelligence and digital literacy knowledge and skills; engagement in a work-based learning experience; and completion of, or opting out of, the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or Massachusetts Application for State Financial Aid (MASFA). 
4. Require high schools to support students who are not meeting the requirements. 
High schools must provide educational assistance and interventions to any student who is not meeting the requirements of a MassCore subject, and these supports must account for the needs of English learners and students with disabilities, consistent with Department guidelines. For certain units, high schools may offer substitute courses as provided in Department guidance. The proposed regulations also make clear that they do not limit or expand the rights of students with disabilities or English learners under state and federal law. 
Lauren Woo, Deputy Commissioner, and Adam Seidel, Senior Associate Commissioner for Secondary Schools and Beyond, will join us for the discussion at the Board meeting on November 17, 2026.  

Enclosures: 
603 CMR 59.00 Proposed Regulations on MassCore and Postsecondary Plan Requirements for High Schools 
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