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Alternative Licensure Pathway Scenarios
The proposed regulations provide an alternative pathway to licensure that would allow eligible candidates to waive one MTEL or alternative assessment over the course of their career. If approved, eligible candidates would have multiple ways to demonstrate their communication and literacy skills (CLS) or subject matter knowledge (SMK) in lieu of an MTEL or alternative assessment.

Candidates must still fulfill all other relevant licensure requirements for the license they are seeking.
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A. Options for demonstrating communication and literacy skills (CLS)
· CLS Path 1: Currently approved assessments
· Communication and Literacy Skills MTEL
· Praxis Core (Massachusetts Communication and Literacy Praxis Test)
· National Evaluation Series – Essential Academic Skills (NES-EAS)
· Missouri General Education Assessment (MoGEA)
· Washington Educator Skills Test (WEST-B)
· Core Academic Skills Assessment (CASA)

· CLS Path 2: Alternative licensure pathways (New Proposal!)
· Out of state teacher licensure equivalent to the Massachusetts initial or professional license
· Master’s or Doctoral degree
· Completion of a Massachusetts approved educator preparation program
· 2 years of field-based experience in a school or classroom and a recommendation from the school or district leader




B. Options for demonstrating subject matter knowledge (SMK)
· SMK Path 1: Currently approved assessments
· Subject Matter Knowledge MTELs
· MTEL-Flex 
· Educator Preparation Subject Matter Knowledge Attestations
· Additional approved alternative assessments

· SMK Path 2: Alternative licensure pathway (New Proposal!)
· Portfolio for candidates who meet one of the following eligibility criteria: 
· Out of State teacher license equivalent to the Massachusetts Initial or Professional license in the content area sought
· Obtained a passing score on the subject matter knowledge license assessment(s) required by another state in the field of the license sought
· Master’s/Doctorate in content area sought
· Completed a Massachusetts approved educator preparation program in the content area sought
· 2 years of field-based experience in the content area sought and a recommendation from the school or district leader


* Candidates may only use a Path 2 option once in the course of their career as an educator.
** Candidates may continue to combine CLS Path 1 and SMK Path 1 to fulfill their requirements.
Under the proposed regulations, candidates may only use a Path 2 option once in the course of their career as an educator. A candidate could not use both CLS Path 2 and SMK Path 2 to meet their licensure requirements. Candidates may continue to combine CLS Path 1 and SMK Path 1 to fulfill their requirements. 
Below are illustrative scenarios for how these new alternative licensure pathways might be used by candidates to demonstrate their communication and literacy skills (CLS) and/or subject matter knowledge (SMK) under the proposed regulations.  



Scenario A: Candidate A is a career changer who holds a Master’s degree in Mathematics. They have not yet completed an approved educator preparation program for licensure. This candidate selects SMK Path 2, and uses their Master’s degree to meet the eligibility requirement to submit a portfolio to “waive” the secondary Mathematics MTEL. The candidate submits and successfully completes their portfolio. Candidate A must then select an option from CLS Path 1 to demonstrate their communication and literacy skills. Candidate A chooses to take the Communication and Literacy Skills MTEL to complete their licensure assessment requirements and receives a Provisional license. 


A. Options for demonstrating communication and literacy skills (CLS)
☒CLS Path 1: Currently approved assessments
☒Communication and Literacy Skills MTEL
☐Praxis Core (Massachusetts Communication and Literacy Praxis Test)
☐National Evaluation Series – Essential Academic Skills (NES-EAS)
☐Missouri General Education Assessment (MoGEA)
☐Washington Educator Skills Test (WEST-B)
☐Core Academic Skills Assessment (CASA)

☐CLS Path 2: Alternative licensure pathways (New Proposal!)
☐Out of state teacher licensure equivalent to the Massachusetts initial or professional license
☐Master’s or Doctoral degree
☐Completion of a Massachusetts approved educator preparation program
☐2 years of field-based experience in a school or classroom and a recommendation from the school or district leader


B. Options for demonstrating subject matter knowledge (SMK)
☐SMK Path 1: Currently approved assessments
☐Subject Matter Knowledge MTELs
☐MTEL-Flex 
☐Educator Preparation Subject Matter Knowledge Attestations
☐Additional approved alternative assessments

☒SMK Path 2: Alternative licensure pathway (New Proposal!)
☒Portfolio for candidates who meet one of the following eligibility criteria: 
☐Out of State teacher license equivalent to the Massachusetts initial or professional license in the content area sought
☐Obtained a passing score on the subject matter knowledge license assessment(s) required by another state in the field of the license sought
☒Master’s/Doctorate in content area sought
☐Completed a Massachusetts approved educator preparation program in the content area 
Sought
☐2 years of field-based experience in the content area sought and a recommendation from the school or district leader



Scenario B: Candidate B is enrolled in a post-baccalaureate educator preparation program for initial licensure in English as a Second Language (ESL), PK-6. The program the candidate is enrolled in offers an approved alternative assessment to the MTEL for ESL (an attestation). The candidate passes the program’s ESL attestation, which is one of the options for SMK Path 1. The candidate completes their approved program, opting to use CLS Path 2 to “waive” the requirement for the Communication and Literacy Skills MTEL. The candidate then receives their Initial license. 


A. Options for demonstrating communication and literacy skills (CLS)
☐CLS Path 1: Currently approved assessments
☐Communication and Literacy Skills MTEL
☐Praxis Core (Massachusetts Communication and Literacy Praxis Test)
☐National Evaluation Series – Essential Academic Skills (NES-EAS)
☐Missouri General Education Assessment (MoGEA)
☐Washington Educator Skills Test (WEST-B)
☐Core Academic Skills Assessment (CASA)

☒CLS Path 2: Alternative licensure pathways (New Proposal!)
☐Out of state teacher licensure equivalent to the Massachusetts initial or professional license
☐Master’s or Doctoral degree
☒Completion of a Massachusetts approved educator preparation program
☐2 years of field-based experience in a school or classroom and a recommendation from the school or district leader








B. Options for demonstrating subject matter knowledge (SMK)
☒SMK Path 1: Currently approved assessments
☐Subject Matter Knowledge MTELs
☐MTEL-Flex 
☒Educator Preparation Subject Matter Knowledge Attestations
☐Additional approved alternative assessments

☐SMK Path 2: Alternative licensure pathway (New Proposal!)
☐Portfolio for candidates who meet one of the following eligibility criteria: 
☐Out of State teacher license equivalent to the Massachusetts initial or professional license in the content area sought
☐Obtained a passing score on the subject matter knowledge license assessment(s) required by another state in the field of the license sought
☐Master’s/Doctorate in content area sought
☐Completed a Massachusetts approved educator preparation program in the content area 
Sought
☐2 years of field-based experience in the content area sought and a recommendation from the school or district leader




Scenario C: Candidate C seeks an initial Elementary (1-6) license in Massachusetts. Candidate C holds an Initial Educator Certificate in Elementary Education (Grades 1-6) from Connecticut. Candidate C passed the Praxis Core Reading and Writing Subtests as part of their licensure process in Connecticut, allowing them to use CLS Path 1. The candidate then uses SMK Path 2, demonstrating their eligibility as a licensed out of state educator, and “waives” the General Curriculum MTEL by successfully completing a portfolio. Candidate C took Foundations of Reading (MTEL 190) as part of their licensure requirements in Connecticut to fulfill that assessment requirement, as the Foundations of Reading MTEL cannot be waived. The candidate meets all other licensure requirements and receives their Initial license. 

A. Options for demonstrating communication and literacy skills (CLS)
☒CLS Path 1: Currently approved assessments
☐Communication and Literacy Skills MTEL
☒Praxis Core (Massachusetts Communication and Literacy Praxis Test)
☐National Evaluation Series – Essential Academic Skills (NES-EAS)
☐Missouri General Education Assessment (MoGEA)
☐Washington Educator Skills Test (WEST-B)
☐Core Academic Skills Assessment (CASA)

☐CLS Path 2: Alternative licensure pathways (New Proposal!)
☐Out of state teacher licensure equivalent to the Massachusetts initial or professional license
☐Master’s or Doctoral degree
☐Completion of a Massachusetts approved educator preparation program
☐2 years of field-based experience in a school or classroom and a recommendation from the school or district leader








B. Options for demonstrating subject matter knowledge (SMK)
☐SMK Path 1: Currently approved assessments
☐Subject Matter Knowledge MTELs
☐MTEL-Flex 
☐Educator Preparation Subject Matter Knowledge Attestations
☐Additional approved alternative assessments

☒SMK Path 2: Alternative licensure pathway (New Proposal!)
☒Portfolio for candidates who meet one of the following eligibility criteria: 
☒Out of State teacher license equivalent to the Massachusetts initial or professional license in the content area sought
☐Obtained a passing score on the subject matter knowledge license assessment(s) required by another state in the field of the license sought
☐Master’s/Doctorate in content area sought
☐Completed a Massachusetts approved educator preparation program in the content area 
Sought
☐2 years of field-based experience in the content area sought and a recommendation from the school or district leader

Scenario D: Candidate D is a Massachusetts licensed educator who taught Biology (8-12) for two years under an emergency license. Candidate D used their two years of field-based experience and a recommendation from their principal to demonstrate their communication and literacy skills through CLS Path 2. The candidate then completed their provisional licensure assessment requirements through SMK Path 1 by passing the Biology MTEL. Candidate D is now seeking to add a license in Chemistry. Candidates may not use a Path 2 option more than once in their career as an educator and will have to take the Chemistry MTEL or alternative assessment to add the Chemistry license.  

A. Options for demonstrating communication and literacy skills (CLS)
☐CLS Path 1: Currently approved assessments
☐Communication and Literacy Skills MTEL
☐Praxis Core (Massachusetts Communication and Literacy Praxis Test)
☐National Evaluation Series – Essential Academic Skills (NES-EAS)
☐Missouri General Education Assessment (MoGEA)
☐Washington Educator Skills Test (WEST-B)
☐Core Academic Skills Assessment (CASA)

☒CLS Path 2: Alternative licensure pathways (New Proposal!)
☐Out of state teacher licensure equivalent to the Massachusetts initial or professional license
☐Master’s or Doctoral degree
☐Completion of a Massachusetts approved educator preparation program
☒2 years of field-based experience in a school or classroom and a recommendation from the school or district leader








B. Options for demonstrating subject matter knowledge (SMK)
☒SMK Path 1: Currently approved assessments
☒Subject Matter Knowledge MTELs
☐MTEL-Flex 
☐Educator Preparation Subject Matter Knowledge Attestations
☐Additional approved alternative assessments

☐SMK Path 2: Alternative licensure pathway (New Proposal!)
☐Portfolio for candidates who meet one of the following eligibility criteria: 
☐Out of State teacher license equivalent to the Massachusetts initial or professional  license in the content area sought
☐Obtained a passing score on the subject matter knowledge license assessment(s) required by another state in the field of the license sought
☐Master’s/Doctorate in content area sought
☐Completed a Massachusetts approved educator preparation program in the content area 
Sought
☐2 years of field-based experience in the content area sought and a recommendation from the school or district leader


Scenario E: Candidate E is a Massachusetts licensed teacher who was originally licensed in January of 1998, prior to the implementation of the MTEL requirement. They are completing an approved program to become a Principal/Assistant Principal. Candidate E used the Massachusetts approved program as a Principal/Assistant Principal to demonstrate their communication and literacy skills through CLS Path 2. The Performance Assessment for Leaders (PAL) is not considered to be a MTEL test and therefore completing the PAL is required and is not an available assessment for SMK Path 2.

A. Options for demonstrating communication and literacy skills (CLS)
☐CLS Path 1: Currently approved assessments
☐Communication and Literacy Skills MTEL
☐Praxis Core (Massachusetts Communication and Literacy Praxis Test)
☐National Evaluation Series – Essential Academic Skills (NES-EAS)
☐Missouri General Education Assessment (MoGEA)
☐Washington Educator Skills Test (WEST-B)
☐Core Academic Skills Assessment (CASA)

☒ CLS Path 2: Alternative licensure pathways (New Proposal!)
☐Out of state teacher licensure equivalent to the Massachusetts initial or professional license
☐Master’s or Doctoral degree
☒Completion of a Massachusetts approved educator preparation program
☐2 years of field-based experience in a school or classroom and a recommendation from the school or district leader






B. Options for demonstrating subject matter knowledge (SMK)
☐SMK Path 1: Currently approved assessments
☐Subject Matter Knowledge MTELs
☐MTEL-Flex 
☐Educator Preparation Subject Matter Knowledge Attestations
☐Additional approved alternative assessments

☐SMK Path 2: Alternative licensure pathway (New Proposal!)
☐Portfolio for candidates who meet one of the following eligibility criteria: 
☐Out of State teacher license equivalent to the Massachusetts Initial or Professional license in the content area sought
☐Obtained a passing score on the subject matter knowledge license assessment(s) required by another state in the field of the license sought
☐Master’s/Doctorate in content area sought
☐Completed a Massachusetts approved educator preparation program in the content area sought
☐2 years of field-based experience in the content area sought and a recommendation from the school or district leader



Scenario F: Candidate F is a Massachusetts licensed teacher in General Science (5-8) who is looking to add a new license in the field of Biology (8-12). Candidate F has a master’s degree in biology and the candidate uses SMK Path 2, demonstrating their eligibility with a master’s degree in the content area and “waives” the Biology MTEL by successfully completing a portfolio.


A. Options for demonstrating communication and literacy skills (CLS)
☐CLS Path 1: Currently approved assessments
☐Communication and Literacy Skills MTEL
☐Praxis Core (Massachusetts Communication and Literacy Praxis Test)
☐National Evaluation Series – Essential Academic Skills (NES-EAS)
☐Missouri General Education Assessment (MoGEA)
☐Washington Educator Skills Test (WEST-B)
☐Core Academic Skills Assessment (CASA)

☐ CLS Path 2: Alternative licensure pathways (New Proposal!)
☐Out of state teacher licensure equivalent to the Massachusetts initial or professional license
☐Master’s or Doctoral degree
☐Completion of a Massachusetts approved educator preparation program
☐2 years of field-based experience in a school or classroom and a recommendation from the school or district leader









B. Options for demonstrating subject matter knowledge (SMK)
☐SMK Path 1: Currently approved assessments
☐Subject Matter Knowledge MTELs
☐MTEL-Flex 
☐Educator Preparation Subject Matter Knowledge Attestations
☐Additional approved alternative assessments

☒SMK Path 2: Alternative licensure pathway (New Proposal!)
☒Portfolio for candidates who meet one of the following eligibility criteria: 
☐Out of State teacher license equivalent to the Massachusetts Initial or Professional license in the content area sought
☐Obtained a passing score on the subject matter knowledge license assessment(s) required by another state in the field of the license sought
☒Master’s/Doctorate in content area sought
☐Completed a Massachusetts approved educator preparation program in the content area sought
☐2 years of field-based experience in the content area sought and a recommendation from the school or district leader
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